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3.5 3 ROMA 


TheContents. 


1 The ſinners conuerſion. 


2. The ſmners confeſſion, 


3. A Prayer for the Morning. 


Conuerſion. 


i The Text. 


Luke 29. verſes 1. 2.3. 4.5. 

1 Nom when Ieſus entred and paſſed through Jericho, 

2 Behold there was a man named Z ace heus which was 
the chie fe recciuer of the tribe, and he was rich. 

3 Aud he ſought to ſee Ieſus,who he ſhould be, and could 
not for the preaſe becauſe be was of a lowſtature. 

4 Wherefore he ranne before, and climbed vp into a wild 
Fisge- tres that hee might ſce him, for he ſhould come that 
Way, 


* And when le ſiu came to the pace, bee looked vp, and 
to day 1 muſt abide at thine houſe, 


N the end cf the Chapter before go- 
ing, we may ſee how Chriſt healed 
wan, blinde in his bodily fight, 


BE namely, Bartimeus, whereby kee 
4 ſhewerh himſelfe to be the Phyſiti- 


8 Jen of the body : Here we ſhall fee 

— how he cured one blinde in minde, 
namely, Zaccheus, whereby he ſheweth himſclfe to bee 
the Phy ſitian of the ſoule, and therefore the Sauiour of 
the whole man. 

In ſpeaking of Zaccheus and his conuetſion, we will 
obſcrue foure circumſtances: Firſt, the place where he 
3 was 


— 


ſaw him, and ſaid unto him, Caccheuu, come down at once. for 


Eplie. 5.23. 


Ioſu. s. 


Loh. 7. 52. 


l. Reg. 16.34. 


The ſa nners conver ſ1on, 


was called, which was lericho, ſecondly, the perſon that 
was called,Zaccheus the Publican. Thirdly, by whom 
& how he was called, by the voyce of Chtiſt. And laſt- 

lie, the effect and fruit of his calling, his good confeſſion. 


. 
.. 


The forfl circumſtance, | 


Firſt therefore for the place where he was conuerted, 
it appeareth to be Jericho, a citic not ſarte diſtant from 
Jeruſalem. It was ſomtime a notable Citie, till it was 
ſubuerted and tuinated by the Lords Champion Joſua. 
lt was builded againe in the dayes of Ahab, by Hiel the 
Bethelite, and remaineth at this day with the reſt of that 
holy Land, vnder the Turkiſh Empire. Vnto this Ie- 
richo, the Lord of heauen and carth vouchſafeth to 
come in the likenes of a ſeruant. And as Ioſua cõpaſſed 
lericho ſeauen times minding to deſtroy it, fo Chriſt 
the true Ioſua, reſorted oftentimes to lericho, minding 
to ſaue it. But as in the deftruction of Iericho, Ioſua 
ſpared none but Rahab the harlot : fo leſus in his iour- 
ney to Iericho conuerted none but Zaccheus the Pub- 
lican, When Ioſua had conquered and raced Iericho, 
he ſowed ſalt in it to make ic barten, and curſed him that 
ſhould attempt to build it vp: yet in this barren ſoile 
Chriſt hath his ſpirituall hai ueſt, and in this curſed Cit · 
tie he hath a holy Temple, a bleſſed building. Samatia 
that wicked city, affordeth many that beleeue in Chriſt. 
lohn 4.39. And out of Galile, from whence they 
thought no good thing might come, Iohn 1. verſe 46. 
Chriſi called diuers of his Apoſtles; and euen in [cri- 
cho this curſed Citie, Chriſt bath a rich man that is to 
be ſaued. In euery place Chriſt hach his choſen, There 
is neither [ew nor Gentile, Barbarian nor Scyrhian, 
bond nor free, but Chriſt is all in all, to all that call vpon 
him, Rom. 10.1 2. 


The 


— 


th. 


The ſianers conuerſion. 


— — 


The ſecend tireumſtance, 


Now followeth tlie deſcription of Zaccheus, which is | 


moſt plainly & fully ſer foorth yato vs, The holy ghoſt 
ſpeaking of Zaccheus and his conuerſion, comes in with 
an Ecce, Behold, as if it were a wonder that Zaccheus 
ſhould be conuerted: Zaccheus was a Gentile, a Pub- 
lican, and a rich man, and thetefore behold a myracle, 
as if in the conuerfion of Zaccheus,theſe three ſhould 
be conuerted at once, 

Zaccheus was a Gentile; a matuell to ſee a Gentile be- 
come a lew, that is, to beleeue in Chriſt. Hee was a 
priacipall Publican; a ſtrange thing to ſee a chiefe cu. 
ſtomer to giue ouer bis office: and he was rich alſo; a 
rare mattet to ſee a rich man to enter into the kingdome 
of God: and therefore behold a miracle, as if at this day 
the Turke, Pope, and the King ot Spaine, were at once 
perſwaded to forſake their idolatry and ſuperſtition. 
Chriſt going to ſeraſalem, conuerteth a Gentile, to ſigni- 
fie the calling of the Gentiles: he conuetteth a publican, 
to ſhew that notorious finners may hope to bee ſaued, if 
they repent and amend,as Zaccheus did. He conuerteth 
arich man, to ſhew that al rich menare not excluded from 
the kingcome of heauen. 

He was called Zaccheus before his conuerſiõ, but hee 
was neuer truely called Zaccheus till Chriſt called him 
ſo, His name ſigniſj ing. ſimple, pure, honeſt; but his life 
was ſubtill, impure, and moſt deteſta ble. Thus many are 
called by honeſt names, whoſe deedes bewray their diſ- 
honeſt natures, and vices oftentimes are ſhrowded in the 
habits of vertue, like Æſopes Aſſe, mas kiog in the Lions 
$kinne, till his long cares detect his follie, or like the 
Crowe that is deckt in others plumes, till euery bird doe 
plucke his feather, 

94 Zaccheus 


Matth. f 9. 28. 


Rom.. 18. 


— .wmw_ ted 121 —— —— 
„ 


Deur. 1 5. 


The ſummers conue) ſion. 


Zaccheus by his profeſſion was a Publican, and there. 
fore much deteſted of the Iewes: for Publicans were 
Roman officers, appointed to gather and receiue pub- 
lique cuſtome or tribute ofthe Iewes, who were at that 


time in ſubiection to the Romanes. And amongſt theie 


Officers, Zaccheus was the chiefe, and (as it ſeemeth) 
Ouerſeer of the reſt that were in Jericho, and therefore 
in chiefe hatred among the lewes, as one that chiefely 
fauoured the Romans tyranny, and ſerued to abtidge 
their country liberty, which ought not to be ſubiect to 
any Nation. . 

Beſides, he contemned the ceremonies of the Iewes, 
andregarded not their religion,nor liued after their law, 
and therefore with the reſt of the heathen Publicans, 
was excommunicate out of their ſynagogue, Matth. cha. 
18. 

Thus was he hated for his profeſſion, becauſe he was 
2 Publican, and for his religion, becauſe he was a hea- 
then, Vet was he beloned for his wealth, for rich men 
haue many fricndes, Prou.14-20. And though they doc 
neuer ſo wickedly , yet haus they ſome corake their 
parts. If they ſpeak neuer ſo proudly, yet are there ſome 
to praiſe their ſaying, Eccle. 13.23.24. 

Zaccheus was a Publican, and therefore rich:for Pub- 
licans mult needes be rich , and vſurers will be wealthy. 
But rich Publicans make poore Princes, and wealthy 
vſurers make many beggars. In euery prouince there 
were many Publicans, and therefore much poore peo- 
ple in cuery place: for where there be many caterpil» 
lets, the fruit is ſoone conſumed; & where there be ma- 
ny extortioners, beggars muſt needs abound, 

By the Law of God,there might be no beggars in Iſ- 
racl, but when ſo many Publicans were ſuffered to re- 
ceiue tribute of the Iewes contrary to Gods lawe, no 
marnell though ſo many ſate and begged, contra'y to 
Gods lawe, Luke 18. lohng, Acts 3. By the lawe of 


God 


. 


n 
— 


T he (axners connerſion, 


God, chere ought to be no beggars among Cnriltians, 
Pſal.32.25.Bur when ſo many vluters are tollerated in 
2 chriſtian common-wealth, contrary to the Lawe of 
Chriſt, Luke 6.35. no matuell though we haue ſo many 
beggars, contrary to the minde of Chriſt. Tbe poore 
(airh Chriſt) yer ſhall haue alwaies with you, but when you 
will. yon may dee them good : and we ſhall be ſure to haue 
the poore among vs alwaies, but we muſt make ſuch 
good prouiſiou for them, that they be not faine to beg 
their bred. 

Thus was Ziccheus rich to himſeife, for hee was a 
Publican,but hee was richtoward Godalſo,for he had a 
deſite ro ſee Chtiſt. Almighty God, who rich in mercie, 
Ephe. 2. hath ſo inſpired his heart with che de ſire of 
heauenly riches, that whereas before his whole delight 
was in ſecking of worldly wealth, now his greateſt care 
is to ſeeke for heauenly treaſure , Hee now forgetceth 
what his profeſſion is, & begins to be of a new proſeſ- 
ſion: and hee whoſe heart was wholly ſet vpon earthly 
profit,is now like olde Simeon, moſt defirousto fee his 
Sauiour , The Tetrarch Herod deſired to ſee Chtiſt, 
and deſpiſed him when he ſaw him, Luk.23.8.11. but 
Zaccheus the publican deſired to ſee Chriſt, & reioyced 
when he ſaw him, like Abraham that defired to (ee 
the day of Chriſt, /ahn$ 56. And therefore of the ſer- 
nant of Sathan, Zaccheus is now become the childe of 
Abraham, which reioyced to ſee the day of Chriſt. Hap- 
py were his eyes that ſaw ſo bleſſed a fight, for many 
Prophets and righteous men haue defired to ſee and to 
heare thoſe things that Zaccheus both ſaw and heard, 
andcould not ſee nor heare the ſame. If Iacob thought 
hinſſelfe happy, if that he might but ſee his ſonne Joſeph 
before his death, then ſurcly thrice happy Zaccheus, 
whoſe hap it was, not onely to ſee (as Iacob did) but to 
reioyce(as Mary did)in Chriſt his Saniour, 

As Zaccheus was deſirous to ſec Chiilt in carth, ſo 1 
would 


Leu. 3 5.3 6. 


Luk. 2.2. 


Luk. 10. 


Gen, 47. 


— 


Rom.10. 
I Reg. 1 0. 


Iohn 20. 31. 


Exod. 19. 


loh. 6.26. 


Two impe- 
diments. 


The ſunners conu r/ion, 


would haue the rich men of our time, deſirous to ſee 
Chriſt in heauen, For although with the eyes of our bo- 
dy we cannot ſee chriſt as Zacchews did, yet with the eies 
of our faith we may behold him as Stephen did, Acts 7, 
But if our faith be ſo weake ſighted that we cannot ſee 
Chriſt, yet let vs haue a deſite to hear chriſt in his word, 
whereby out faith may be iacreaſed, for faith comes by 
hearing the word of God. And as the Queene of the 
South delircd to heare che wil dome of Salomon, ſo let vs 
be deſitous to heare the wiſdomeof Chriſt our Saviour, 

King Salomon left ſome Bookes in writing, wherein 
is ſeene ſome part of his wiſedome; and Chriſt our king, 
hath left vnto vs his moſt ſacred word, as it were a taſte 
of his wiſedome,fufficieat matter for our ſaluation, this 
is that heauenly foode, Mat.. 4. whereby our ſoules are 
fed vnto etetnall life, let vs ther fore labour for that hea- 
uenly foode: and as the Iſtaelites were carefull to gather 
Manna to ſuſtaine their bodies, ſo let vs be as care full to 
heare the word to feede out ſoules. The people in the 
time of Chriſt, John 6,24. tooke great paines to ſol - 
low Chriſt both by land and ſea, and many now adaies 
(I confe(Te)are very forward to follow his faithfull Mi- 
niſters, but as they followed Chriſt ſofaſt to fill their 
bellies, ſo theſe frequent Sermons for faſhion to ſerue 
the time. 

Zaccheus is deſitous to fee Chriſt, a godly care, but yet 
he could not obtaine his purpoſe: 4 thing common; for 
euery one that bath anie good motion, hath alwaies 
ſome hinderance to ctoſſe the ſame; and Zaccheus hath 
a double impediment to hinder his honeſt enterpriſe: 
The preaſe of the people, and his little ſtature, Where- 
of the former, that is, the multicude, isalwayes work to 
be an enemie to thoſe that would come to Chriſt. This 
hindred the blind man from receiving his fight, Luk. 18. 
tor the people tebuked him that hee ſhould holde his 


peace, till Chriſt called him andopened his eyes. This 
| hindred 


| 


„ dh. At. te. DAMN ta 
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The ſinners conntr ſion, 


hindted them that brought the man ſick of the Paulſie, 
Mar. 2. ſot they could not come at Chtiſt for the preaſe, 
till they vncouered the roofe of the houſe, and let down 
the bed wherein the ficke of the Paulſie lay. 

This hinderedthe healing of the deafe and dumbe, 
Mar. 7. till Chriſt tooke him aſide out of the multitude, 
and cured him. This hindered the raiſing of the Rulers 
daughter, Matth. g. till Chriſt had thruſt out the Min- 
ſtrells and the multitude, and then reſtored the maid to 
life. Finally, this hindered Zaccheus here ſrom com- 
ming vnto Chriſt, till Chriſt youchſafed to call him to 
himſelfe. Thus alwaies a mültitude that is prone to 
euill, doth withdraw and hinder vs from approching 
vnto Chriſt : and therefore we muſt not follow a multi- 
tude to doe euill, nor decline after many, toouerthrow 
the crueth,Exod.23, 

The ſecond impediment that hindereth Zaccheus 
from ſeeing Chriſtzis his little ſtature, He was ſo low of 
ſtature, that he could not ſee Chriſt abcue the multitude: 
but Chrift was aboue the multicude, and therefore could 
ſec Zaccheus though he were ſo low of ſtature. For God 
look eth not on the countenance, nor on the height of 
mans (ture, but the Lord beholdeth the heart, and 
preferred little Dauid before Eliab his eldeſt brother, 
becauſe hee ſindeth in him a better heart to ſetue the 
Lord. And Zaccheus in his little bodie, hath a heart and 
minde prepared to ſeeke and ſee the Lord. Zacchens 
was ſo low, that hee could not ſee Chtiſt: but many a- 
mongſt vs are ſo high that chey will not ſec Chriſt, 
The common people in time of Chriſt were ſo deſi- 
tous to follow Chriſt, that neither lamene ſſe not blind. 
nes, nor ficknes, could Ray them from comming to him; 
but tbe common people in our time, are more readie 
to follow. their ſport and. paſtime, then to come to the 
chucch to heate of Chrift, And as for our rich men, who 
ſeeth not that chey will make great haſte to ſee a como- 


ditie, 


2. Sam. 1 6.7. 
1. Sam. 16.12. 


— 


lohn 3.2. 


2. King. 5. 


Eſay 59. 2. 


1. Kcg 19. 


T he ſinners conuerſion. 


„ 


dity, but will ſcarce come out of doorcs to heare a Ser- 
mon f 

They come to Church as Nichodemus cameto Chriſt, 
by night, as if they were aſhamed to come to Church: 
but they runne after profir,tog:t riches, as Gehezi ran 
after Naaman the Syrian to get a bribe, 

Thushath Zaccheus ewo lets that he. could not ſee 
Chtiſt, the one in the people, the other in himſelfe 2 and 
we haue many lets to wich · draw vs from Chriſt, ſome 
are externall, and without ys, as the inticements of the 
world, and ſome arc internall and within vs, as the luſts 
of our owne fleſh. The preaſe of the people hindereth 
Z accheus from ſeeing Chriſt in his humility, & the mul- 


titude of our ſinnes doe preſſe vs downe, that we cannot 


ſeeChriſt in glory. Zaccheus was a man of little ſtature, 
and that hindered him from ſeeing Chriſt in earch; and 
we are men of little faith, andthatis the cauſe we cannot 
behold Chriſt in heaven. 

Though Zaccheut was a man of little ſtature, yet it 
appeareth that he was not a man of little wir, For when 
he could not come to the ſight of Chriſt for the multi- 
tude, he had the wit to runne before, and to climbe vp 
into atree to obtaine his purpoſe. And for the moſt 
part it falleth out, that men ot low ſtature, are men of 
high conceit, and the ſhorteſt bodies, haue the ſharpeſt 
wits, God ſo prouiding, that the defeRts of their bodies 
might bee ſupplied with the gifts of their minde. Now 
Zaccheus chat before was loth ro moue his foote from 
che cuſtome-houſe, tor loſing his profit, begins to run 
after Chrift for teare of a greater loſſe, like Eliza that 
left his plowing, and ranne after Elias to follow his new 
vocation. But Zaccheus doth not only runne, but allo 
climbe yp into atrce to ſee Chriſt : A ſtrange thing that 
Zaccheus a rich man, and a chieſe cuſtomer, ſhould be- 
haue himſeife ſo childiſhly in the fight of ſo great a mul- 
cirude; but the. deſire he had to lee Chriſt, made him 


forget 


—_— 
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The ſinners connerſion, 


forget himſelfe : and to commit ſuch things as were not 
fitting for his ſlate and credit. So they that will follow 
Chtiit, muſt make account to doe many things contra + 
rie to the faſhion of the world, nd their owne liking, If 
Chriſt himſcifc were content to leaue the glory which 
he bad with his Father to come downe to u, ſha!l not 
wee beer content to leaue the reputation which wee haue 
with men to goe vp to him? 

But alas, here 15 there any almoſt that preferreth not 
the fruition of this earthly priſon, before the poſſeſſion 
ofthat heauenly manfion ? and had rather hazard the 
hope which they haue of eternall glory, then leeſe the 
preſent enioying of their fading pleaſure. 

The ambitious man hunteth after honour ; and will 
not leeſc an inch of his eſtimation. The couctous man 
ſeekes after profit, and counts(like ludas, ) all loſt that 
comes not to his bagges. And the voluptuous man be- 
ſtowes his time in pleaſure, and thinlceth that his cheefe 


felicitie, Thus euery man makes his heauen of chat 
wherein he moſt delighteth,andis content to take great 
paines to accompliſh his fond defrres,” But heere Zic- 
cheus is of an other mind; for becing apublike officer, 
he climbes into a tree, which ſtood not with his grauitie, 
and beeing a rich man, he runs to ſee Chriſt, which wgs 
not for his worldly profit;yea he takes great pains to ſee 
Chriſt, not reſpeRing his caſe or pleaſure. - 

Thus muſt we bee affected if wee deſite to come to 


| Chriſt, that neither honours, nor prefetments, nor pro- 
fit, nor pleaſure,nor kindred,norfriends,be able to hold 
vs backe: We muſt be ready, not onely to runne, but al- 


take ſome paine and trauaile to haue a fight of Chriſt, 


we are loath to take any paine to heate one that is grea« 


tet then Salomon. 
The | 


ſo to climbeſ if need require Jas Zaccben did: that is, t 


The Queene ofthe South vndertooke a great and 1 
tedious journey to heare the wiſedome of Salomon, but 1 Kings 10. 


Rom. 12.2. 


lohn 12.6. 


Mat. 3. 22. 
uke 14.29. 


* * out. Ai. 


n.5 


5 


Chro. 29. 9. 


Mat 21.1 


Mat. 19. 20. 
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The ſinnert conner ſton, 


a 


The people in Davids time brought ſo much trea- | 
ſure, and ſo many gifts to the building of Gods Tem- 
ple, that the Priefts were faine to bid them ceaſe: but a 
great part of the people in our time, are ſo ſparing of their 
paines and colt, that they thinke that vety time miſſpent 
which is employed in the ſeruice of God and that mony 
ill beſtowed, which is giuen to the maintenance of his 
Miniſters, 

When Zacebeas could not ſee Chriſt for the multi- 
tude hee climbes into a tree, that groweth in the way 
where he was to paſle , that fim atree he might be- 
hold him, which was to ſuffer on a tree for mans ſalua- 
tion. So when we cannot draw neere to Chriſt , by 
reaſon of our finnes that preſſe vs downe, we will climbe 
vp by a liuely faith, which is the tree of life, that groweth 
in the way to eternall life, that ſo, with the eies of our 
faith, wee may behold him that died tor out ſinnes vpon 
a tree. 

Ic was a wilde Figge tree that Zacchews climbed, but 
not like that vnfruitfull one which our Sauiour cur- 
| ſed : for this bare moſt pretious fruite , euen ſuch as 
Chriſt himſelſe vouchſated to pluck. A happy tree that 
| bare ſuch pretious fruite as Zaccheus was ; but thrice 

happy Zacchcus, that ſo bappily clumbed on that hap- 
tree, | 

[This tree grew in the way that Chriſt was to paſſe, for 
elle Zaccheus might have climbed to no purpoſc: So if 
we defire to find Chriſt , we mult ſceke him in the way 
where he hatch promuſed to ſhew himfelfe vnto vs, that 
is, in his boly Temple; whete his word is duely preached, 
and his Sacraments reueiently adminiſtred, for where 
two or three are gathered together, he hath pramiſcd to 

be preſent amongſt them. 
Tye 


| 


| 
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The third Circumſt ance. 


When Chriſt came to the place, hee looked wy and ſaw 
Zacc beu. 

As Zaccheus ranne before Chriſt, ſo Chriſt followed 
after co ſee Zacchews, Sathan for his part went about like 
a roaring Lyon ſeeking ro deuoure him; but Chriſt for his 
part goeth about like a good ſhzepheard , minding to 
ſaue him, And although Sachan a ſtrong armed man had 
taken ſome poſſeſſion in the heart of Zacchers , yet 
Chriſt a ſtronger then hee commeth vnarmed, and ta- 
keth from him bis harneſſe wherein he truſted , and reſ- 
cueth the ſpoile, 

Chriſt commeth to the place where Zaccheus was, 
becauſe otherwiſe it had bin vnpoſſible for Zaccheus to 


come vnto vs, wee cannot attaine to the preſence of 
God, As no man might haue any acceſſe to king Aſſue- 
rus except he firetched out his golden ſcepter: ſono 
man ma y come to Chriſt, vnleife he be called by the 
golden ſcepter of his ſacred word, 

Chriſt lorhed vp and [aw Zaccheus, before Zecchers 


uſtice: and it he perceiue in vs a willing mind to come 
vato him, he is content to come firſt vato vs. And like 
| that good father, Luke 15. robehold vs while wee ate 
yet a great way off, and to haue compaſhon on ys. 

Wuen lobs three friends that came to viſit him in his 
great calamitie lift vp their eies a farro off, they knew 
not /ob,becauſe he was ſo fore aſſlicted. But Chrift who 
is the mirour of true friendſhip,cannot ſo ſoone forget 
his friends, howſocuer they be diſguiſed, He knoweth 
dis one ſheep wWhereſoeuer he ſeeth them, lob. io. whe- 


ther 
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come to his preſence : for vnleſſe the Lord vouchſaſe to | 


could looke downe to behold him. Thus doth the Lord 
| prevent vs with his mercy, whom he might caſt off in his | 
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ther they be vader the Figge-rree, as Nathaniel was, or 
ypon the Figgettee, as Zaccheus was , he hath reſpeR 
vnto them. And it they haue a deſire to ſe ke they ſhall 
bee ſure co find, Mach. 7. And ii they labour & are hea- 
uy laden, hee will refreſh them, Math. 11. Chriſt is now 
come to the place where Zaccbeu is to be called, aud 
as Abraham, Genz 2. life vp his eyes and ſa in the buſh 
a ramme that was to be ſacificed, ſo Chriſt litting vp bis 
cies; ſaw in the tree. Zaccheus the ſinnet that was to 
be conuerted. And now beginnes the conuerſion of Zac- 
cheus, for now Chriſt begins to ſpeake vnto him. 

Zaccheus deſired onely to ſee Chi iſi, but now Chriſt 
calleth him by name, and offereth his owne ſelfe vnto 
him. This was more then Zaccheus cxpt cted, and yet no 
more than Chriſt vouchſafeth, namely, ro giue more 
then is deſited. The fieke of the palſie that asked health, 
obtained alſo forgiueneſſe of finnes. Salomon deſired 
wiledom,and the Lord gaue him wiſedome, and abun- 
dance of wealth beſide. Iacob asked but meate and clo- 
thing, and God made him a great rich man, And Zacche- 
us deſire d only to haue a ſight of Chriſt, and was ſo happy 
as to entertaine him into his houſe, 

Thus the Lord chat ĩs tich in mercy to all that call vp- 
on him, vſcth oftentimes to giue more then wee aske: 
and hee that is alwaies found of them that ſeeke him 
wich theit whole heart, is found alſo ſometime of Gen- 
tiles that knew not God, Eſay, 65. 1. Let vs therefore 
that were ſometimes ſinners of the Gentiles , lecke the 
Lord as Zaccheus did, while he may be fourd, and call 
vpon him while he is nigh, Hee will be found of them 
that ſee ke him hartily,andis nigh to all them that cal vp 
on him faithfully, Pſal. 145.18. 

Zacchent, came downe at once Now Chr iſt beginnes to 
call Zzccheus from the tice to be conueited, as God cal- 
led Adam from among the trees of the garden to be cut- 

ed, Gen. 3. Before, Zaccheus was too low, and therefore 
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was faine to climbe, but now he is too high, and there. 
fore he muſt come downe, And we ( for ihemolt part) 
are either too high, or too low, too hote , or too colde, 
too quic lc, ot too ſlo hſull in the Lords buſine ſſe. Some - 
time we floc ke together to heate a Sermon, like the peo- 
ple, Luke 5. that preſſed ypon Chriſt to heare the word, 
and anon we run to ſee ſome pleaſant paſtime, like the 
Athenians, whoſe cares alwaies itched to heare ſome 
Newess 

Who make more ſhew of conſcience and religion, then 
they that ſhew themſelues moſt irreligious and vncon- 
ſcionable? Wao ſeemed more confident and vertuous in 
Chriſt his cauſe then Peter? and not long after, who more 
traiterous and fainr- hearted? 

Many can ſay with Peter, that they will not ſtick to die 
before they will denie Chriſt;but when it comes to the 
triall,they are ready toabiure Chriſt and his religion be- 
fore they will hazard either life or liuing, 


He that will come to Chriſt, muſt come at once, with- 


out delay, for delayes (ſpecially in the matter of our ſal- 
uꝛtion) are moſt dangerous, and repentance may not be 
deferred. Wee muſt make no tarrying to turne wnto the 
Lord nor put off from day to day. leſt be wrath of the Lord 
breaks foorth ſuddenly and wee bee deſtroyed in our ſecurity, 
and periſh in the time of vengeance,When the Lord is min- 
ded to do vs good, he will haue vs come quickly, like lo- 
ſeph, Geneſis 45.9. that in the time of famine would haue 


AQ.17. 


Math. 26. 


Eccleſ 5.7, 


his father lacob to come dow ne quickly vnto him, to 
ſoiourne in Egypt, where there was ſome plentie of 
foode. 

As the children of this world are vety nimble to worke 
wickednes, ſo the children of light ſhould be as nimble 
to follow goodnes. Iudas was nimble to betray Chiift, 
lohn 13. 27. and the bad debrors, Luke 16, could fir 
downe quickly to miſ-reckon theircreditor : {5 let vs 
come quickly to heare of Chriſt, that Chriſt may accept 
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+ | neede of preſent helpe. And as he muſt receive Chriſt in- 
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of vs quickly; let vs be nimble to make our accompt be- 
fore, that we do not ( like the fooliſh builder) come ſhoit 
of our reckoning. 

But why muſt Zaccheus come done ſo haſtily? Eurn 
to entertaine Chriſt into his houſe: For to day({aich Chriſt) 
1 muſt abide with thee, This was ioyſull news to litile Zac- 
cheus. Not long before, he wanted meanes to ſce Chriſt, 
but now he hath opportunity to entertaine him into his 
houſe. | 

There was more humanity in Chriſt then in Zacche- 
us: for if Chriſt had not bidden himſclfero dinner, he had 
not bin biddẽ for Zaccheus: So if Chi iſt do not offer him- 
{clic ynto vs in his afflicted members, he may go long i- 
nough be fore we will offer him any entertainement. As 
often as the poore ctauetli any teliefe at out hands, let vs 
imagine that Chriſt asketh ſomething of vs: but as Zac - 
cheus muſt entertain him preſently without deliy, fo let 
vs be ready to helpe them preſcncly,becaulſe they Rand in 


co his houſe; ſo we muſt make account to receiue his nee - 
dy members into our houſes, And as the vniuſt Reward 
procurcth himſelſe friends with his maſters goods, ſo let 
vs make the poore to be our friends, by our bcnificence | 
and bounty towatds them, that ſo rece iuing them, (when 
they haue need) into our carthlie houſes , they may re- 
ceiue vs when we ſtand in greateſt need, iuto euerlaſting 
habitations. 

They that were inuited to the matriage,Matih, 22, re- 
fuled to come; but Chriſt is content io come to Zac- 
cheus houſe before he was inuited. Wherein alſo he ſhe- 
weth his great humility, in comming be fore he was re- 
queſted,as they be wrayed their great arrogency, ia te- 
fuſing to come becing ſolemnly bidden. It was a pare 
of great humility, that he that was molt free from ſinne, 
would vouchſaſe ro come into a ſinners houſe : but it 
was a ſigue of great humility, that hee would bewray his 

great 
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great neceſſitie, and ſeeke for ſuccour at a ſinners hand. 

Alaſſe poore humble Sauiour,who though thou be Lord 
of heauen and earth, as thou art the ſonne of God, yet as 
thou art the ſonne of man, haſt not whereonto lay thy 
head, Matth. f. 

How iuſtly did thy prophet Ieremie wonder at thy 
humble pouertie, ſaying; O thou hope of Iſrael. the Saxiour 
thereof in the time of trouble, why art thou as 4 ſtranger in 
the Land. or as one that paſſeth 9 to tarr for a night ? The 
Sonne of God vouchlateth to come, ind that ynrequelted 
to a ſiafull maus houſe; a ſpecial fauout: but he diida ine ch 
not to make his neceſſity knoune vnto him; O ftrange 
humilitie Here therefore appeareth the ſingulat humani- 
tie and great humility of Chriti to ſinfull men; he off. reh 
himſelfe to berheir gueſt, if he find thẽ willing to iatertain 
him for their gueſt, And Zaccheus no doubt was willing 
ro entettain him, for alchough Chriſt heard not the voice, 
yet he keard the aff. tion of Zaccheus inuiting him to 
dinner. 

As therefore Zaccheus was willing to recciue Ch: iſt 
into his houſe, ſo let ys be ready to teceiue him into our 
hearts, For as Chriſt ſaid to Zacchcus, This day I muſt 4. 
bide at thy houſe: ſo he ſaith to curry one of vs Thu day / 
muſt abude in your hearts. Wherefore as the prophet Da- 
uid ſaith,Open your gates that the King of glory may come 
in: ſo I ſay vnto you, Open your hearts that the word of God 
may enter in. This day the word of God may abide in 
your hearts, ſor this day the word is preached vnto ye u; 
and who knoweth uhether hee ſhall le to heate it the 
next Sabbath: To day therefore if jau mill beare hu woyce, 
harden nat your hearts, as did the Iſtaelites, leii if you hat- 
den your hearts, his voyce de heard no more amongſt 
you. 

This day you may gather this hezuenly Manna, as the 
lraclites might gather their Manna fx daies together, 
but to morrow (perhaps) and ſixe daies after, you may 
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not gather it, as on the ſeauentu day Manua might not be 
found, 

The Lord grant that you may gather ſufficient foode 
forche ſuſtentation of your ſoules, that as Elias the Pro- 
phet iournied in the ſtrength of the meate that the An- 
gell brought him, euen vnto Horeb the mount of God: 
ſo you in the ſtrength of this ſpiricuall meat which heere 
bring you, may bee able to paſſe through the dange- 
tous waies of this troubleſome world, vnto Gods holy 
Mountaine, the hauen of all happineſſe: whither he bring 
vs, that hath deerely bought vs with his pretious blood, 
euen Chriſt [eſus the righteous : to whom with the Fa- 

ther, aud the holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one 
God, bee giuen all glory and male ſty, 
world — end. 
Amen. 


THE SINNE 


Confeſſions 


Pro. 28. verſe, 13. 


He that hideth hu fines ſbal not proſperʒbut he that con- 
feſſeth and forſakgth them ſhall baus mercy. 


TheText. 


Luke 19 verſes 6.7.8.9. 

6 Then he came dom ne haſtily,andreceined him iofully. 

7 And whes all they ſaw it, they mur mured ſaying,that hee 

was gone to lodge with a ſinfull man. 

8 And Zacchemu ſtood forth,and ſaid vnts the Lord:Behold 

L ord,the balfe of my goods I gine to the poore:& if haue 

tab from any by forged cauilation, I reſtore bim foure-fold. 

9 Then Ieſus ſaid vnto him, Thus = ſaluation come to 
* Gage ae as he is alſo become the ſonne of A- 

braham. | 


ICT; Ou heard the laſt Sabboth, how Zacchew 
WAI the Publican was called tobe a Chriſtian: 
ou you ſhal heare the fruit of his conuer- 
con. No ſooner had Chrift called him from 
Atte tree, but that he came downe haſtily, & 
received him ioytully. | 
This was the fruit whieh ithad in the heart of Zac- 
chews, namely obedience to the voyce ot Chriſt : a fiui; 
B 3 more 
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moie preuous and acceptable vnto God, than the moſi 
pleaſant fruits which E Jen yeelded ind a ſactiſice more 
[weet & acceptable vnco him, chan al the ſacrifices which 
che Law required, This is the ſacrifice wherewith the 
Lord is pleaſed,cuen when his yoyce is obeyed, r.Sam, 1 
22, The voice of the Lordis a glorious; voyce, & mighty 
in operation, dividing the flames of fire, & ſhaking the 
cedar trees. So the voyce of Chriſt is a glorious voyce, his 
voice is mighty in operation, diuiding the ſoule and the 
ſpirit, and (baking Zaechenr from the wild figge-tree, 
whereinto he had climbed, 

The ſame God to whoſe command the windes, the 
ſea, the diuels, and death it ſelfe obey, heere comman- 
deth Zaccheu to come down at once, and he commeth 
downe haſtily to recciue him into his houſe, and hee 
receiueth him ioy fully. As Zaccheus could not come at 


Chriſt till he was called, ſono man can come to Chriſt 
except the Father draw him: And as Zaccheus could not 
| chooſe but come, when he was called by the voice of 
; Chriſt, ſo when — man is called effectually by the 
preaching of the Goſpel, he cannot chaoſe but come 
to Chriſt : for where there is an effectuall calling, there 
is grace giuen alſo to obey the fame, Rom. 8, 30. The 
Lord is faine ſometime to call vs often, becauſe we know 
not the voyce of him that calleth vs, as he called Samuel 
three times before hee anſwered ; becauſe at that time 
Samuel knew not the Lord, 1. Sam.3.7. But as ſoone 
as he vnderſtood that it was the Lord that ſpake ynto 
him, he replied preſẽtly, Speał on Lord, for thy — bea. 
reth, So vohen the Lord calleth any man e ffectually by 
the preaching of his word, all the parts and powers of 
his body doe yceld their obedience, the care liſteneth, 
the tongue conſeſſeth, the heart belecueth, the head de- 
uiſeth, the hand perſotmeth, ibe foote runneth, the eye 
directeth, and all concurre Zo doc thy will O God, P ſalme. 
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Bauch and ſo effectuall is the voyce of Chiift in the 
hearts of his choſen, that it maketh Saul ofa bloody per- 
ſecutor to become Paul a painefull Preacher: it cauleth 14 k 
Peter of a filly Fiſherman, ta become a catcher of men; — 
and Zaccheus here ofa vile Pablican, to become a zea- 
lous Chriſtian, And ſuch alſo is the nature of the word 
preached, wherefocuer it pleaſeth the Lord to giue ſuc- 
.| cefſe and encteaſe thereto, that it is able to tranſſotme 
the minds of men, to beget faith in the harts of Jnfidels, | 1. Cor. 3. . 
and (in a word) to ſauce ſuch as are ordained to eternal. 
life, Acts 13. This is the power ofthe word of God, e- 
uen to — a conſenting to the truth thereof; and this is 
the property of the children of God, to yeeld all obedi· Rom. . 
ence to the word of God. As ſoone as Chriſt calleth Zac- 
cheus, he comes downe preſently, like the light in the 
creation, that was made as ſoone as God ſald, Let there 
be light, Heere therefore of Zaccheus that obeyed the 
voyce of Chriſt, let vs learne obedience to the voice of 
Chriſt:ſor as Chriſt biddeth Zaccheus to come downe, 
becauſe he was too high : ſo he ſaith to euery one of vs, 
Come downe , becauſe we are too high minded. But with 
vs the voice of Chriſt is not ſo effectuall as it was with 
Zaccheus: for he was content to come downe at the ffi 
bidding: bur we muſt be often bidden , to beware of 
pride & ambition,and yet we wil ſtil be climbing. There 
are few ſo high that are content with their calling, but 
as Haman was alwaies aſpiring till he came to the gal- Heſt 7, 
lowes,ſo many among ys are alwaies climbing till — 

catch a fall. 

Againe, as Chriſt ſaid to Tacc heus, Ze day I muſt abide 
at thy bouſe : So Chriſt ſaich to vs, To day my poor af- 
ſlicted members ſhould recciue ſome ſuccour at your 
hands, But as the Pricſtand the Leuite, Luke 10. paſled 
by the wounded man leauing him halſe dead, ſo we ( for 
the moſt part)paſle by out needy brethren, leauing them 
vntelteue d. Thus are we cuery way diſobedient to the 
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voice of Chtiſt. He tercherh vs to be humble as he him · 
ſelfe is, Matth. 11. 29. and we ware proud and inſolent 
as Satan is, Hee willeth vs to be mercifull, as our hea- 
uenly Father is, Luke 6.3 6. and we are cruell and vn- 
mercifull, as the rich Glutton was, Luke 16. This is 
the cauſe why the earth deceiueth and rendreth not her 
truit, Eſay 24.5. This is the cauſe why the ſword de- 
uoureth abroad, and the peſtilence deſtroyeth at home, 
Deut. 28.1 5. Leuit. 26.24.25. and in a word, this is the 
cauſe of all th: miſchiefes and calamities that are threat- 
ned, euen becauſe we are obſtinate and rebellious againſt 
the Lord, we are vndutiſull aud diſobe dient to the voice 
of Chriſt, that calleth ys ſo louingly to come vato him, 
Math. 11.28. 

Zaccheus was called but once, & he commeth quick - 
ly: but we are called oftentimes , and almoſt euery day, 
and that by the yoyce of Chriſt himſclfe, For hee that 
beareth yon ſaith Chriſt) Luke,10.16, heareth mee: and 
yet we cannot find the way to Chriſt. The word of God, 
which is the lantzrne vnto our ſeete, and the light vnto 
our paths, Pſalm. 119. hath beene plainely and plentifully 
preached amongſt ys theſe many yeers, and yet many a- 
mõgſt vs haue not yet leatned to come to Chriſt. Zaccbe . 
#14 comes quickly when Chriſt calleth him, let vs there · 
fore learne of Zaccheus to come quickly when Chritt 
calleth vs. We muſt be quicke inthe Lords buſines, for 
God cannot abide loyteters ſtanding al the day idle, Mat. 
20. and as he loueth a cheerfull giuet, . Cor. 9.7, ſo he li · 
keth a cheerfull follower. 

It followeth therefore that Zaccheus receiued him 
| cheerefully,Seill Zaccheus is a receiver : before he was 
arecciuer ofcuſtome, now he is a receiuer of Chriſt, 
Zaccheus receiued Chriſt two waies : firſt into his heart, 
when he deſired to ſee him : and then into his houſe 
when he gaue him hoſpitalitie. Many receiued Chriſt 
to houſe, but not into their hearts, and therefore * 
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him grudgingly:buc Zaccheus receiued Chriſt fiitt into 
his heart, and then into his houſe;and therefore receiued 
him ioyfully. Of Zaccheus his ioyſulneſſe, we mult 
learne to be ioyfull when we do any thing for the 
cauſe of Chriſt : we muſt be glad to harbour Chriſt in 
his members, as Zaccheus was glad to harbour Chriſt 
himſelfe. As before in comming downe from the tree, 
Zaccheus ſhewed his obedience : ſo heere in receiuing 
Chriſt into his houſe, he ſheweth the loue that he bare 
vntohim, If Zaccheus had not loued Chriſt, he might 
haue ſent him to ſome common Inne: But Zaccheus is 
content to receiue Chriſtin his oe houſe ; yea he te- 
ioyceth to haue goꝛten ſo good a gueſt; like Abraham, 
that vſed to ſit at the doore of his tent, and reioyced to 
entertaine ſtrangers that went by the way: and therefore, 
though Zaccheus were a Gentile borne, yet herein he 
ſheweth himſelſe the child of Abraham, becauſe he doth 
che works of Abraham, Ioh 8. ver. 29. So did Abraham, 
and ſo we muſt doe, if we will ſhew our ſelues to be the 
children of Abraham. 

When Abraham thought only to haue entertained 
men, he receiueth the Angels in the ſhape and likeneſſe 


ſonne of man, he teceiueth the ſonne of God himſelfe. 
Let vs therefore (as the Apoſtle willeth vs.) Hebt. 13.2. 
be mindfull to entertaine Rrangers, for as much as there- 
by ſome haue receiued Angels into their houſes vna- 
wares; and why ſhould we not hope to entertaine the 
like, or better gueſts,if we be giuen to hoſpitalitie, as 
chole godly Fathers wete 2 For as the Angels came to 
them in the likenes of men: ſo Chriſt himſelfe comes to 
vs inchelikencs ofa poore man, of a lame man, and of a 
blind man: and when he commeth, he commeth hungry, 
or thirſty, or naked, or harbourleſſe, or ſicke, or im- 

riſoned : and happy are they that feede, or cloath, or 

arbour or viſite him, when he commeth thus affli ed, 


of men: and when Zaccheus thought to cntertaine the 
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When Abraham entertained the Angels, he was not 
onely buſie himſelſe, but bis wife, and all his houſhold 
were careſull ro make prouiſion for them; ſo when Zac- 
cheus receiued Chriſt into his houſe , his whole familie 
(no doubt) were no leſſe willing and carefu'l cocnter- 
caine Chriſt, then their Maſter was: and there fore not 
onely to Z iccheus, but euen to his whole houſe ſaluauon 


to entettaine Chriſt in his ncedy raembers, and let rich 
mens ſeruants learne of Zaccheus family, to ſhe them- 
ſelues mercifull, like their mercifull maſters , that they 
may teceiue the reward of mercy and hoſpitalitie at the 
laſt day. Came ye bleſſed, for I was harbourleſſe, aud ye toe 
ve in. Genetally, as Zacchcus gladly receiued Chriſt: ſo 
let euery one that is able, be glad to diſtribute to the ne- 
ceſſity of the poore Saints: iſ we haue much, let vs giue 
plentifully: if we haue little let vs giue gladly of that lit · 
tle:if wee be not able to giue a penny, yet happily wee 
may affoord a morſell of bread: if not that, yet there is 
none ſoncedy, that cannot giue a cup of cold water, and 
euen ſo ſmall a gift ſhall not loſc his iuſt reward, Matth. 
10.41. Zaccheus receiued Chriſt into his heart, but 


many amongſt vs are ready to driue Chriſt out, and to 
ceceiueSathan in dead of him: Zacchcus receivedChrift 
into his houſe, but there are many tich men amongſt vs, 
that lilce Diues, Luke 16. will not :ffoord poore Laza- 
rus the crummes that fall from their table: but as the da. 
moſell, Act, 12. opened not the doore for ioy when ſhe 
heard Peters voyce; ſo by conttary, theſe men for verie 
griefe ſhut thcit gates, when they perceiue a begger there 
Finally, Zaccheus was ioyfull when he entertained 
Cyriſt, but many amongſt vs are ſorrowfull when they 
ſhould relieue the poote, like churliſh Nabal, 1. Samu- 
el 25. that teuiled Dauid, when ke ſhould haue relecned 
him. 


_ 
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So long as Iob proſpered, hee kept a worthy and a 
worſhiptull houſe , he ſuffe red not the ranger to lie in 
thee ſtreets, but opened his doore to the I ravailer that 
went by the way, Job.; 1, 3 2. But now many Gentlemen 
of the country are eontent to ſuffer the ſtranger, the 
fachetleſſe, and the widow, not onely to lie but euen to 
ſtarue and die in the ſtreets with hunger. and cold, and 
neuer receiue them to houſe or harbour » nor affoord 
them any reliefe or ſuccour, But as the voyce of Abels 
blood did cry from the earth to God for vengeance a- 
ainſt his brothers crueltie: ſo the voyce ot the poore and 
their piteous cries, ſhal enter into the eates of the Lotd, 
and their guiltles blood( which is powred forth in euety 
place without all compaſſion) hall pull downe haſty 
and ſudden vengeance from heauen vppon the heads of 
thoſe vnmerc iſull cormorants, vnleſſe while this time of 
_ laſterh,they ſhew mercy to their diſtreſſed neigh» 
ofrs. 

Thus you haue heard how Zaccheus behaued himſclfe 
in entertaining of Chriſt: no you ſhall ſee che behauiour 
of the Pharifies in diſdaining at Chriſt. #ben allt hey ſaw 
a murmured ſaying, t hat he was gone in to lodge with a 
ſin full max. Before, they hated Zaccheus for his vices, 
becauſe he was couetous: now they enuy him for his 
vertues , becauſe he was giuen to hoſpitalitie, For 
thewicked will alwaies haue ſomething to finde. fault 
with in the children of God, like the ſonnes of Iacob, 
Gen, 7. that hated their brother Ioſeph becauſe of his 
dreames: and like Saul that ynbappy King, that cnuicd 

Dauid for his happy victories, 1. Sam. 18. 29. Thus the 


rieuous crime , they beginne to grudge at their well 
— : and therefore not onely Zaccheus is hated for 
receiving of Chriſt , but Chriſt is hated alſo for beeing 
his gueſt: When they could not accuſe Chriſt for ſinne, 
they accuſe him for companying with fianers-: For 


they 


| 


wicked when they cannot charge the godly with anie | 


Gen.. 10. 


— 


— — 
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Mar-g.13. 


Mat. 9. 13. 
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chey muſt till be accuſing ſome or other, for one thing 
or other, like their father the diuell, that both by name, 
Reuel. 1 2. io. and by nature, Job. 16. 7. is a continuall ac - 
cuſer of the brethten. It had beene the dutie of the 
phariſies to haue receiued Chriſt, and made much of him 
as Zaccbews did: but they are ſo far off ftom entertaining 
him themſelues, that it greeueth them to ſee Zace hem 
giue him entertainment. And ſurely, ſuch is the peruerſe 
nature of the wicked, that they will neither receiue the 
grace of God when it is offred them, nor willingly ſuf- 
ter any other to embrace the ſame: like the wicked lewes 
Acts, 13. 30. that would neither beleeue the docttine 
which Paul preached, nor could abide that the Gentiles 
ſhould be brought to the faith of Chriſt, The high Prieſts 
thought themſelues too high, to haue poore humble 
Chriſt amongſt them: The Scribes and the Phariſies, in 
their owne conceit, were too good, too wiſe, and too holy 
to teceiue him into their company and not content to ſe- 
queſter and eſtrange themſelues from Chriſt, they diſ- 
dained alſo that he ſhould be conuer ſant with Publicans 
and ſinners, as though he were not worthy to be conuer- 
ſant amongſt them. 

If it were the office of Chriſt to conuert ſinners, why 
ſhould the Phariſies be offended at him, if he were ſome- 
times conuerſant with ſinnets to work their connerſion. 
[f Chriſt were a Phyſitian to cure the ſickneſſe of the 
ſoule, that is, to ſaue the people from their ſinnes, why 
ſhould the phariſies murmure at him for keeping of 
company with Zaccheus, that was ſicke in ſoule ? for as 
it is expedient for the Phifitianto viſit his patients for 
their better recouery, ſo it was conuenient Chriſt ſhould | 
viſit ſinners for their ſpeedier converſion, But as the 
Phifitian that reſorteth vato ficke perſons, is not ſtiait- 
way infected; ſo the ſoules Phifirian that conuerſeth 
with ſinners, i not thereby polluted. And there fore, as 
Chriſt performed his office though the Phatiſies mur- 


mured, 


— 


— 
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mured, ſo let the miniſters of God learne by this exam- 
ple, to performe their duties, though the wicked be offen- 
ded. It was the office of Chriſt to call finners to repen- 


tance ; yea, hee came to call Phatiſie ſinners as wel as Pub- 


lican finners.if the phariſes would haue conſeſſed them- 
ſe lues to be ſioners, as the Publicans did; but becauſe they 
ſtood ſo much ypoa their owne righteouſneſſe, and deſ- 
piled others, therefore Chriſt denounceth ſo many woes 
againſt chem, and preterreth che penitent Publican that 
truſted in the Lords mercy, before the proud Phariſie that 
truſted in his owne merits, | 

Though Paul was a Phatiſie, and the ſonne ofa pha- 
rific,yer hee ſhameth not toconfeſſe himſelfe one of the 
chiefe ſinners that Chriſt came to ſaue. So if the Pha- 
riſies that wurmured at Zaccheus would haue beene ſa- 
ued, they ſhould haue confeſſed themſelues chieſe ſin- 
ners as Paul did. They ſhould not haue accuſed Chriſt for 
keeping company wich ſinners, but they ſhould haue ac- 
cuſed themſelues for not keeping company with Chriſt, 
The iuſt man (ſaith Salomon, Pro. 18.) is the firſt accuſer 


of himſelfe; but che Phariſes are ſo farre from accuſing | 


themſelues chat they began to accuſe Zaccheus & Chritt 
together. Thus the phariſicsof our time that make religi. 
on a cloake to couer their corrupt dealing, haue this pro- 

erty to thinke othet men to be heinous ſinners, and 
themſelues only to berighteous : in ſo much as they will 
not ſticke to ſpeake like that proud people that was 
wont to ſay, Depart from — Ia holier t hen thou: and 
like the preſumptuous phariſie, Luk.18. I than God I am 
not 4s others are,extortioners v ſurert, adulterers, dritkards, 


or ſuch like. [ſanthifie the Sabbath, which other men pro- | 
phane:I frequent ſermont, which they neglect: j reuerẽce 


the name ofGod,which they blaſpheme: I pay tich, which 
others withhold : and faſt oftentimes, which they doe 
ſeldome, or neuer. Theſe were the ſpeeches of the Phari- 
ſies, that liued in the time of Chriſt, whom hee ſo often 


cal- 
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Luke 18. 


Matth. 23. 


Act: 23.6, 


1. Tim. 1.15. 


Mart,5.20, 


Luke 11.1, 
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callech hypocrits: and theſe are the ſpeeches of the hypo- 
pocrits of our age, that ſceme to live aſter the ſtraighteſt 
ſect of our religion. Acts. 26. They waſh the outſide of 
the cup and ofthe platter; that is, they iuſtifie themſelues, 
and feeme maruellous holy inthe ſight of men, which 
can diſcerne by the ourward appearance only: but vnto 
God that ſeeth and ſearcheth the ſecrets of the harts and 
reines,they appearelike painted roombes, full of dead 
mens bones,and all filthineſle: that is, they haue their 
inward patts full oftauening, and all kinde of wicked- 
neſſe. Wherefore, as Chrilt ſaid to his Diſciples, Ex- 
cept your righteouſnes exceed the rightcoulnes of the Seribes 
and Phariſie i you cannot enter into the Kingdome of he auen: 
So] ſay vnto you, that except your tighteouſneſſe exce ed 
che tighteouſaes of theſe phariſaicall hypocrites, ye can- 


not be ſaued. 


Theſe holy phatiſies did vſe to call che publicans, not 
vſu ers, not cxtortioners, as they themſelues were; bur 
by the generall name of ſinners, as though they them- 
ſelues were free from ſinne. Thus the Papiſts at this day 
doe vſe to call the moſt ſincere proſeſſors of the Goſ- 
pell , not Lutherans, Caluiniſti, Zwingliaus, or Prote- 
ſtants, as they were wont to call them: but now they 
terme vs hereticks, a name more odious then any other; 
whereas in the meane ſeaſon, they themſeluss ate of all 
ochers the greateſt heretickes. So the Atheiſts of our 
time, wh:n they cannot accuſe the godly that are a · 


inongſt ys, of vſurie, or briberie, ot extortion, or drun- 
ke. ine ſſe, or any ſuc h notoricus ſinne, they call them hy- 
| pocrices, wluch istnhe ſumme of all: when as in very 
' ecu*th they chen ſelues doe beſt deſerue that name: but 
it malces no matter what they call vs, n*ithet ate wee to 
be mooued at their deſpightfull ſpeeches: for as the bit- 
rertaunts of theſe murmuring phariſies, could no: hin- 
der Zacchens in, bis conuerfion , ſo the ſlaunders of 
theſe godleſſe men, muſt not diſcourage the ſeruants 
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of God from their good profeſſion, The Pnatiſies did 
Zacchcus great wrong for calling lim (inner, when hee 
had repented of his finne: and the Atheiſts at this day doe 
greatly wrong the true profeſſours, in calling them hypo. 
ctites, which haue truely repented of their former finnes, 
and endeuour by all good meanes to lead a godly life. 
Therefore as Zaccheus preferred his ſoules health before 
all their murmuring: ſo ic behooueth vs to looke to our 
ſoules ſaluation , notwithſtanding all the reproches and 
flanders that are deuiſed againſt vs, And as the Phariſes 
might call Zaccheus inner, but couldnot hinder his con 
uerſion: ſo the malicious worldlings may take away our 
goods, our good names, yea, and our liues allo, but can- 
not deptiue vs of out ſaluation. 

Wherefore, as cur Sauiour ſaid to his Apoſtles, Feare 
not them that can kill the body, and then can do no more: ſol 
ſay vato you, Feare not the trownes of the wicked, fer 
they are not able to hurt your better part: ſeeke not to 
eaine the faucur of the world, for the whole world is not 
ahle to ſaue a ſoule, bur feare to cffend him that is a- 
ble to deſtroy both body and ſoule in hell, aud ſec ke to 
pleaſe him ihat is able to ſaue them both jn heauæn for 
cuer. 

Now followeth an other ſiuit of Zaccheus conuer- 
ſion: namely his good confeſſion : for, as hee beleeued 
with his heart yncorighteouſne ſſe, fo he confeſſed with 
the mouth vnto ſaluation. VVhen Zaccheus was moc- 
ked of the Phariſes, it ſeeme:h that hee ſhould ſloope 
downe for ſh ame: but when he was thus re prooned and 
teuiled by them, the Scripture ſaich, char hee flood vp 
in ſigne of gladacfle, As the Apoſtles went away reicy- 
cingthat they were counted woorthy to ſuffer rebuke 
for the name of Chriſt : fo Zaccheus the Public an went 
foorthrcioicing, that he was reproched for the caule of 
Chiift, Before,Zaccheus was a Pudlican, and therefore | 
ſtood in ſinne very dangerouſly , like the houſe that is 
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builded vpon the ſand, eady to be ouerturned with eue- 
ry tempeſt: but now Zaccheus is become a true chtiſlian, 
and cheretore ſtands in righteouſnes very ſafely ; like the 
houſe that is built ypon a rocke, free from any danger of 
falling. 

Behold Lord the balfe of my goods, 46. There are two 
parts of this confeſſion, The fitſt is his gift to the poore: 
The ſecondis the reſtitution of his vniuſt gotten goods. 
Before, Zaccheus was an oppreſſor of the poor, now he 
is a great bene factor to the poore:before, hee was an en- 
crocher ypon other mens goods;now he is a diſtributer of 
his one goods: before, he was a recciuer and a taker, 
now he is a teſtorer and a giuer:neicher doth he giue ſpa- 
ringly, but he giue ch liberally,laying vp a good foundati- 
onagainſt the time to come. 

Now hath Zaccheus found that pretious pearle, and 
for ioy thereof, he is content, not to ſell, but to giue all 
that he hath to enioy the ſame.VVhen the rich Ruler ( in 
the former chapter) was willed to ſell all that he had, & 
to giue it to the poot, he went away very ſorrowfull, for 
he was very rich: but Zaccheus perhaps as rich as he, is 
content, of his owne accord, and vabidden, tobeſtow 
halfe his goods vpon the poore, and that with a cheerful] 
minde, It Zaccheus had giuen only the third part of 
his goods, no doubt but Chriſt would haue accepted it, 
for he accepted the widdowes farthing, becauſe it was 
giuen witha willing mind : but if he had giuen all 
his goods to feede the poore, as the Phariſes gaue their 
almes, to bee ſeene of men: yea, or his body to be bur- 
ned, as ſome Romans haue done, to get renown ,it ſhould 
haue beene to no purpoſe, becauſe it was done to a wrong 
end. | 

Now, as Zaccheus was rich in the goods of his life, ſo 
was he rich in faith alſo: neither was it an idle or dead 
faith that Zaccheus had, but it was a fiuitfull and hucly 
faith, a faith that workerh and labouteth by loue, ſuch 
as 
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as is required at the hands of Chriſtians, Saint lames 
faith, Shew me thy faith by thy workgs. And here Zaccheus 
doch ſhew his faich by his works. Before, he was exer- 
ciſedin vngodly —— are the fruites of infide- 
litie: but now he is exerciſed in the works of mercie, 
which are the fruites of a liuely faith. Zaccheus is very 
liberall in releeuing the poote, but he is liberall of that 
which is his owne : ſo there are many now a daies that 
are very libetall, but it is of that which is none of theirs; 
for as Nahab and Abihu offred ſtrange fire vnto the 
Lord, ſo theſe men offer ſtrange goods vnto the Lord, 
There are ſome amongſt vs, that thinke to make amends 
for their vniuſt dealing, by giuing part of that to ſome 
good vſes, which they haue gotten by bad meanes ; if 
they haue gotten a pound by vſury and oppteſſion, they 
ate content perhaps to giue a penny to releeue the poore 
But as it was notlayfull for the Iſraelites to bring the 
price ofthe hire of an hatlot into the houſe of the Lord, 


ſo it is not law full for vs to apply the gaine of our ill got- 


ten goods to tlie ſeruice ot God. 
The halfe of ny good: I giue, &c. 
Zaccheus faith not, I haue giuen as an vpbraider of 
God: or, I will giue,as a delayer, that meanes to giue 

away his geods afe 

no longer: but he ſaith, I gius, to ſigniſie, that his will is 
his deede, and that he meaneth not to take any daies of 
paiment for the matter. For as before he ranne apace 
to ſee Chriſt, and came downe haſtily to entertain Chriſt 
in hisowneperſon ; ſo doth he here giue quickly to 
releeue Chriſt in his needy members. This is Zaccheus 
laſt will and Teſtament that he maketh before his death 
and ſeeth the ſame proued & performed before his cies, 
If therefore we defire to doe any good to any of our 
poore brethren, let vs learne of Zaccheus to do it quick- 
ly while we are aliuc,for time will pteuent vs, and death 
wil prevent vs, l know there would be many that would 
be 


ter his death, when he can keepe them 
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de willing togiue ſome part of their goods to the poore 
before their death, as Zaccheus did: but that they know 
not what neede themſelues may haue thereof before 
they die ʒand cherfore for the — part they will hard- 
ly ſotlake or leaue their goods, till their goods for ſake 
and leaue them. But heerein they ſhew themſelues to 
doubt ot Gods prouidence, and as it were to diſtruſt of 
his paiment, who hath promiſed to repay whatlocuer is 
giuen vnto the poore, as it were lent yneo himſelfe, and 
that not ſecretly, though they did their almes neuer ſo 
ſecretly: but the Lord will reward them openly, as our 
Sauiour ſpeaketh, Matt. 6. The wiſe preacher, Eccl. 11. 
willeth vs to caſt our bread vpon the waters; that is, to 
be liberall co the poore, whoſe watery eies bewray their 
great . others ex pound it,) to hazard and 
aduentute ſome of our goods vpon our needy bretheren, 
as Merchants do aduentute their goods vpon the 


ſeas: for although they may ſeeme to bee in great petill 
and danger of periſhing in the waters, yet commonly it 


falleth out, that by the bleſſing of God they rerun with 
grcater — albcit, the reliefe that is beſtowed vp- 
on our diſtreſſed neighbours, may ſeeme to be loſt; yet 
as the wiſe man ſaith. aſter a time we ſhall find it again: 
and as the pretious oile deſcended from Aarons beard 
to the 8kires of his cloathing, ſo certaincly the oyle of 
mercy and charity which we poure intothe wounds of 
our diſtreſſed brethren, ſhall deſcend into our owne 
ſoules;and as the widdowes oyle was encreaſed in che 
cruſe, becauſe ſhe releeued the Lords Prophet, fo 
ſhall this pretious oyle beſtowed vpon the pooie, bee 
returned vpon our heads in great meaſure. Thus is Zac- 
cbeus liberallas you fee: for he giueth a way halſe his 
goods, but he giues it not tothe tich, that might giue 
to him againe, but he giues it to the poore that cannot 
requite him: to teach vs ypon whom we ſhould beftow 


our almes. As God that is tich in mercy, giueth all thing 
vnto 


— 
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| ching lo it may be ſaid vnto vs, that Zaccheus ſhall riſe 


| profites of the ſame, which were wrongfully kept from 
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vnto vs that cannotrequite him: ſo the rich men of this 
world ( if they haue any ſpark of mercy in them) ſhould 
giue vnto the poore that cannot requite them. But a- 
mongſt vs in euety place almoſt, it is farre other wiſe: 
for if any thing be to be giuen, not they that are pooreſt 
and ſtand in greateſt need, but they that can make beſt 
friends are belt preferred. Thus Diues is ſtill enriched, 
and Lazarus is fil reiected. If wee ſend to a great man, 
we ſend an oxe fora preſent, but if we ſend to a poore 
man, vc ſend a cruſt for an almes. Therefore as Chtiſt 
ſaid to the le es. that the Niniuites ſhould riſc in Judge» 
ment againſt them, becauſe they repented at Ionas prea- 


in iudgement againſt vs, and condemne vs: for he ſheu- 
ed great mercy vpon the poote, but wee are voide of all 
compaſſion. 

Thus you haue heard the firſt part of Zaccheus con- 
feſſion, wherein you ſee his liberality to the poore. Now 
you ſhall heare the ſecoud part of his confeſſion, where- 
in hee promiſeth reſtitution of his vniuſt gotten goods. 
Before, Zaccheus gaue to the poore the halfe of that 
which was bis owne : now hee reſtoreth that which is 
none of bis, to the right owners, And becauſe hee had 
detained their goods ſo long, totheit great loſſe & hin- 
derance, therefore he doth not ouely reftore the princi- 
pall, which he had taken from them, but hee alloweth 
them their coſts and dammages they had ſuſtained. 
As Ioram King of Iſrael cauſed to bee reſtored to the 
chunamite her houſe and land, and all the fruites and 


her ſeaven yeares togethet : ſo Zaccheus che cuſtomer 
reftoreth to thoſe that he bad oppreſſed, their goods 
which he had gotten from them, by fradulent dealing, 
with all the fruits and profits that might come thereot: 
during the time of his vniuſt profeſſion, So liberall was 
Zaccheus to the poore , that hee gaue them halte his 

C 2 goods: 
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The ſinners confeſſion. 


goods : and ſo little got Zaccheus by his viury and o 
preſſion, that for euery penny he reſtored foure, If x 
vſuters and extortioners of out time would reſtore foure- 
fold for that they haue wrongfully gotten, I feare me 
they would haue but a ſmall halſe to giue to the poore, 
and but a little left to help themſelues. There was no law 
to compell Zaccheus to make ſuch reſtitution, go 
he will confeſſe himſelfe to be a theete , becauſe 

was an vſurer , and then the law of God requireth ſuch 
refticution. And ſurcly Zaccheus ſeemeth after a ſort to 
confeſſe his cheft, becauſe he promiſerh foure-fold teſti- 


quireth that he ſhould reſtore foure ſhecpe for one: 
and the ancient Romans had this law, that vſurers 
ſhould forfeic foure times ſo much as they toolce for vſu- 
rie. If the ſame law were now to vſe againſt our theeuiſh 
vſurers, as it was ſometime among them, we ſhould not 
haue ſuch complaining of the poore both in priſons and 
ſtreertes, But if theſe greatrhecues ( Imeane our biting 
vſurers) that rob and ſpoile without ceaſing when th 
haue no neede, might find no more fauour then thoſ: 
pay theeues which rob and ſteale ſometime, when they 
are driuen thereto by extreme neceſſity, then ſurely the 
Common - wealth would ſoone be disburdened of that 
eſtilent brood of caterpillers where with it is peſtered. 
wiſh them betimes to looke to their one eſtate, and 
with Zaccheus to fotſake their damnable trade. If they 
haue liued hitherto by the gaine of vſury, let them now 
lament their ſinne and call to God for mercy 
giucneſle : let them 'make reſtitution of that they haue 
wrongfully taken, and grieue that they haue ſo long de- 
tained that which is none of theirs. For as no ſinne is par- 
doned without repentance to God, ſo vſury is not par- 
doned without repentance to God : and as the ſinne of 
theft ip not remoued, before reſtitution be made to men 


(if the party be able, )ſo the ſinne of viury(which isa(e- 
cret 


— 


tution. If a man had ſtolne a ſheepe, the law of God re- 


and for- 


— 


— 


T he ſoiners confe(ron, 


cret theft,)is not remicted , before reſtitution be made 
to thoſe that are oppreſſed and ſpoiled by this ſecret 
theft. Thus you haue ſeene how Zaccheus that was once 
a hoorder of his goods, as our rich men are is now a li- 
berall diſpoſer of his goods, as I wiſhthey were. He 
that latcly was a Camel laden with riches, and cherfore 
ynapt to goe thorow aneedles eye, hath now like the Ca- 
mell caſt off his rich lading, and therefore may enter in 
at the narrow gate. Some rich men would rather haue 
loft their liues,then forgone their goods, and for halfe 
that loſſe would haue prooucd very penſine : bur this 
was the joytulleft newes that euer came to Zaccheus 
houſe, ſweeter to him then all his gold and ſiluer: that 
whereas before, he was in the ſtate of damnation, now 
ſaluation is promiſed to him and his houſe: and where 
as before he was the ſeruant of Satan, now he is become 
the child of Abraham. Now Zaccheus houſe is become 
Gods houſe, and Zaccheus himſelfe is the ſon of Abra - 
ham; and · therefore no cauſe why Chift ſhould not re- 
ſort to Zaccheus houſe, As Chriſt ſaid to the peuitent 
theeſe, his day (halt thew be with me in Paradiſe : So he 
faich heere to che penitent Publican,7hbs day ſaluation i 
come unto thy howſe and this day thou art become the child 
of Abrabary.Chriſtloueth not to be log in any mans debt: 
for as he ſaith to Zaccheus, Today I muſt abide at thy houſe: 
ſo he ſaith to the ſame Zaccheus, To day and hence-torth 
for eucr, thou and thy houſe muſt abide with me in hea- 
ven. Here is a happy change in ſtead of a little worldly 
treaſure, ſubicR to loſſe by theeues, and co ſpoile by 
ruſt and moths, to haue all fore of heauenly trealure, 
which neither theeues can ſteale, nor canker can cor- 
rupt: in ſtead of an catthly houſe, ſubiect to fire and fal- 
ling. to haue a houſe giuen of G OD : not made with 
hands, but eternall in heaven, 2. Cor.. 1. Who would 
not racher chooſe with Zaccheus to giue halte his goods 
to the poote, that he may be an heitc ot ſaluatiou, and 
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The ſinners confeſſion. 


the Son of Abraham to reſt in his. Fathers boſome, than 
with Diues to keep all from the poor, & be tormented in 
choſe eternall flames? That rich gluttoa that denied the 
crums from his table, chalenged Abraham for his father, 
but he was refuſed, becauſe he had not the faith nor 
works of Abraham : but Zaccheus, though by nature he 
were not the child of Abrahi.yet by grace he is become 
the child of Abraham,becauſe he walked in the Reps of 
that faithfull Father, Abraham belceued before he was 
circumciſed,ſo Zacehem belecued before he was circũ- 
ciſed. As Abraham left his countrey and all that he had 
when God called him, ſo Zacchew left his office and the 
molt part of his riches,when he was called by the Son of 
God: & as Abrahã deſired to ſee the day of Chriſt, & ſaw 
it & reioycedſo S aceheus deſired to ſee Chtiſt, & he ſaw 
him & reioyced, Now is Zaccheu a gentile become the 
child of Abraham, & not only he, but his whole houſe al- 
ſo is become the houſe of Abraham; tor when Zaccheus 
is conuerted, his whole houſe is conuerted, As the Ma- 
er is, ſuch are the ſeruants;ifhe be godly and religious, 
they prone godly and religious;if he bee an Atheiſt, they 
prooue Atheiſts likewiſe. Therefore keep no companic 
with the wicked, for it is moſt, perniciòus: but aſſociate 
thy ſelfe with thoſe that feare the Lord, that thou alſo 
maieſt learne to feare the Lord: who for his mercy grant 
that we may with Zaccheus be de ſirous to ſee Chriſt, 
ioyfull to receive Chriſt liberall to releeue the members 
ot Chriſt, and — to make amends when we haue 
wronged any of our brethren, that ſo with Zaccheus wee 
may be heires of ſalration,and the true ſons of Abrabam 
to raigne with Chriſt in heauen for euer, by the meanecs 
and merites of him that dicd and roſe againe for vs, To 
whom with the Father and the holy Ghoſt be all glorie, 


Amen, 
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A Prayer fir the Morning, 


O Lora prepare aur hearts to pray. 


Cs Godour heauenly Father , we thy poore and 
wretched creatures, giue thee moſt humble and 
hearty thanks for our quiet and ſafe ſleepe, and for 
railing vs vp from the ſame. We beſeech thee for Ieſus 
Chrilts ſake, to proſper vs this day in out labour and tra- 
uell, that it may beto the diſcharging of our duty in our 
vocations, principally to thy glory ; next to the profit of 
this Church and Common- weile, and laſt of all, to the 
benefit and content of our Maſters, Grant deerc Father, 
that we may cheerfully and conſcionably do our buſines 
& labours, not as men-pleaſcrs, but as ſeruing thee our 
God, knowing thee to be the chiefe M. of vs, and that 
thou ſeeſt and beholdeſt ys with thy fatherly cies, who 
haſt promiſed reward to them that faithfully and _ 
walke in their vocation, and threatned cucrlaſting deat 

and damnation to them that deceirfully and wickedly 
do their works aud labours. We beſeech thee,O heauen- 
ly Father co giue vs the ſtrength of thy ſpirit,that godly 
and gladly we mayouercome our labours, and that the 
te diouſnes of that ickſome labour which thou for our 
fins haſt powred ypon al mankind, may ſcem to vs more 

delectable & ſweet. Fulfill now O Lord, theſc our 
re queſts, for thy Sonne our Sauiours ſake, in 
whoſe name we pray, as he himſelfe 
hath taught vs. Our Father 
which, Cc. 
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| ung (together with the prayers of all the $64 Jie that what 


Lord Edward Earle of Bedford, 
grace and peace from the Lord, 


WES | ber ſelfe alone, but for others; ſo right 


Fl Hononrable, 1 am bold to preſent your 
good Lordſhip with my Choice, 
Cre, and the Iſſne.The firſt, your horo- 
rale ſelſe, and in this, asyou are the 

bop of the reuiuing of your vndoub. 
ted noble Grand father and Father : ſo my hearty well wi- 
the Almighty graced thi wit h, in you may be redoubled, The 
ſicond is the Fountain whence the firſt bad bis flreame and 
being iu me( 4s member of the Church) what I wiſh to the 
[ame aſſured aſſembly of Gods people, I leane to the alone de» 
terminer of all Contronerſies what ſocuer. The laſt I commid 
tothe onely direction of the Lord. Now as the fau bfull diſ+ 
poſer of Gods truth, was a man linked vnto mee in aſſured 
friendſhip whilſt be lined:ſo I haning with care long fithence 
collected theſe bis Sermons together dos now with ſingleneſſe 
of heart preſent the ſame to your Lordſhip, and beerewith 
am preſt to per forme all ſuch duties to your honour , as God 
ſhall enable me wnto,both in prayer for your health , and in- 
creaſe of zeal to the maintenance of his poore flocks, which I 
bope is the onely aime and end of all your bonourable puryo- 
ſes. Thus with all other graces, I moPt heartily defire that Fa- 
ther of ligbt to enrichyou is thus life, and after this to 

bleſſe you with immortality in that place 
of reſt for ener. Amen, 


Your Lordſhips to com- 
maund, W. S. 
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The Contents. 


7 o Sermons of the $ ong of Simeon. 
The third, of the calling of Jonah. 


The fourth ,of the rebellion of lonah, 
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THESWEET SONGOP 
OLD FATHER SIMEON, 
in two Sermons, 


— — 


Luke 2. verſe 29.30, 3 1,3 2. 
29 Lord nom leti eſt thou thy ſeruant depart in peace, accor- 
ding to thy word, 
| 20 For mine ties haus ſeene thy ſaluation. 
| 31 Which thou haſt prepared before the face of all people, 
| 32 Alight to be revealed to the Gentiles, andthe glory of 
thy people Iſrael. 


His is the ſweet ſong of olde Father 


and peaceable death of the righteous, 


-y 
„„ 


— 

2 (| after that they haue embraced Chriſt 

== leſus with heart and mind vnfainedly 
FE as hee did, ſeeing the ir death is to bee 


the beginning of a better and more 


ioyfu'l and pleaſant liſe then the former. 
But before we proceed further init, let vs heare a lit- 


7 Simeon, wherein is (et forth the 10yfu] 


tle of that which went before. The Euangeliſt ſaith, 
verſe 25. 

And behold there was a man in Jeruſalem , whoſe name 
was Simeon. t his man was inſt and fi ared God, and waited fer 
the conſolation of I rael, and the holy Ghoſt was vpon him. 
And areuelation, Cc. | 

Sime:nteared God. Religion may wel be called feare, 
lor there is no Religion, where feare is wanting: for the 
teare of the Lord is the beginning of wiſedome,and t is 
priuiledge hath God giuen to choſe that ſeate him, that 
they neede tofeare nothing elſe, 

D 3 X Ard 


— — — — 


—— 


Prou A 


The farſt Sermon. 


And waited for the conſolation of I ſrael. 

Simeon allo waited for the conlolation of Iſrael, yacill 
hee had einbraced in his armes him whom hee ſo long 
longed to ſee and feele. How many waiters bee chere in 
the world ? yet few wait as Simeon did: but ſome wait for 
honours,ſome for riches, ſome for pleaſures, ſome for 
eaſe, ſome for rewards, ſome for money, ſome for a 
deere yeere,and ſome for a golden day, as they call it: but 
Simeon waited and expected with many a long look, 
vntill he had ſcene and embraced Carilt leſus, the light 
of the Gentiles, the glory of Iſrael; the ſaluation of all 
that with a faithfull and zealous affedtion and loue doe 
waite for his comming, to the comſort of the afflicted, 
and to the terriſying of the wicked and vngodly, which 
haue not already waite d, neither embraced him as Sime- 
on did. 

And waited for the conſolation of Iſrael, 

Faith in all afflictions doth lift vp her head, waiting in 
aſſured hope, beyond all hope, and ſeeing the clouds ſcat- 
tered ouet her head, yet ſhe is euet comfortable to her 
ſelfe, ſaying: anon ir will bee calme : and although all 
the friends in the world doe faile, yet it neuer faileth nor 
fainteth, but euer keepech promiſe in that which by the 
verity of the ſpirit of God it aſſurcth , vntill her joy bee 
fulfilled. Al are not Iſraelites that are born of Iſrael. Sime- 
on was an Iſraelite indeed, forhee waited for the Meſſias 
from God with patience and expectation: ſa the ſpirit of 
God dwelleth alwaies with them which alwaics ſay, 
| Thy will be done. 

26 Andartwelation was ginen him. 

If we wait as he did, the ſpitit will aſſure vs as it did 
him, that we ſhal ſee God before we die: and they that 
long in faith to ſee the ioyes of heauen , the ſpirit aſſu- 
tetk and promiſeth faithfully vato them, chat they ſhall 
ſceir. 

27 And he came by the motiõ of the Spirit into the Temple, 


meon 


— 
n.. 


of the Song of Simeon. 


Simeon came into che Temple at this time by the proui- 
dence of God, Ihe worldlings will call ic chance, but 
the Euangeliſt would not chop that in, becauſe it is ma- 
niſe ſt, that al things come to paſſe by the prouidence of 
God, without which tkere is nothing done. By this pro- 
uidence Rebecca came forth to wait on her fathers cat- 
tell when Abrahams ſeruant praied, and looked for her 
cõming, tha: he might take her for Iſaac to marry wit hal. 
By this prouidence Saul was annointed king by Samuel, 
when he had no ſuch thought in his heart , but went a- 
bout ſee le ing for his fathers aſſes that were loft, 

Aud he came by the motion of the ſpire, 
The duell led Chriſt vmo the top of an high moun- 


which deceiueth voſtable minds: ſo would he doe you, 
if you would be led by ſucha guide: but I would not 
haue you to marke the vaine motions of ſuch a ſpitite, 
which leades to nothing but to vanity and pride: for af- 
ter he hath led you to the top, and allured you by carnal 
pleaſutes as much as hee can, if you then fall downe to 
worſhip Mammon, & embrace the world the ſame ſpi- 
rit will afterward lead you, nay rather caſt you downe 
from the top of all vnto hell. The efore I beſeech you, and 
heartily entteat you, that you would bee the ſeruants of 
God, and ſeiuants of the ſpirit of God, to be led by it, to 
obey it, and to do nothing contrary to his will that you 
can tefraine, but all thoſe good things which you wou'd 
were done by you, and go thither whither you would 
come; for all would come coheauen, but all will not goe 
to heauen. If you will all heare, Iwill teach you all: yea, 
J wil vndertake thi : heate and mark my words, and you 
ſhall be led by the power of the ſpirit to our Lord leſus 
Cbriſt. And I piay io the Lord that I may neuet preach 
to the condemnation ofauy among you all; yea I wifh 
that euery one of you were more zealous and more gedly 


taine, that hee might ſhe him the glory of the worlde, | 


then my ſelſe. But to whom ſhall I compare you? cuento 
D 4 the 
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Pro. 16. t 3. 
Mat. 10. 39. 


Gen. 2474. 
17.16. 17.18. 
19. 


t. Sam 9.20. 
& 10. f. 


The firſt Sermon, 


te v.gabond lewes, ot warm Luke in ntionech 141 che 
Acte , that they tooke vpon them to abiure euiſl ſpirires 
by the name of leſus whom Paul preac hed, to whom the 
euill ſpirits anſwered, ſuying: Ieſus we know, and Paul 
we know, but who ate yeeꝰ and thoſe which had the cuil 
ſpirit tanne ypon them and ouercame them, ſo that they 
fled out of that houſe naked and wounded: and thus the 
Jivell preuailed againſt them at that time, becauſe they 
ſought to worke with an others inſtrument, and preuaile 
with an others weapon. If they would haue ſaid, Jn the 
name of leſus whom we preach, they might haue preuai- 
led; but they thought it ſufficient that Paul preached him, 
though they neuer profeſſed him. And ſo we leane vpon 
an other ſtaffe, and thinke to be ſaued, becauſe God ſa- 
ueth others. We ſhall be dealt withal as were thoſe vaga- | 
bond Iewes:for he will anſwere:ſuch I know, and ſuch ] 
know;but who are yee? Thereforcit behooueth vs all to 
pray vnto the Lord, that hee would furniſh vs with wea- 

ns to encounter againſt all the euill motions of the ſpi- 
rit of Sathan, that we may ouercome, and not be ouecr- 
come and put to flight, lilce thoſe vagabond lewes, but 
that we may haue oyle al waies in out lamps burning, and 
alwaies armed with watchfulneſſe againſt our enemies, 
leſt Sathan ſteale vpon vs vnawares, in the darke , and 
lead vs to fulfill his luſts, and ſpoile ys, and ſtrip vs, and 
leaue vs ſtatke naked. 

27 Aud he came by the motion of the ſpirit into the Tem. 

le, & c. 

: It we would thinke that his ſpirit doth leade vs into 
the Temple, we would marke very diligently the moti- 
ons thereof when we are there, whether it ſpea eth to 
vs in our owne ſoules by the mouth of the Miniſter of 
God, who is the Miniſter, not ofthe letter, but of the ſpi- 
tit and grace of God. 

28 Aud when the Parents brought in the childs Ieſus, to 
de for bim according to the caftome of the Law. a 
28 Then 
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28 gen bet ole hum in hig armes. 

Happy Smean embracing Cutiſt, but not happy that 
he embraced him with his hands, but therefore happie, 
be. auſe he enibraced him in heart. Happy are they and 
bleſſed which ſee che things that ye (ce , and the eares 
that heate the things that ye heare, ſaitli Chriſt ; but cur- 
ſed ate we, that hearing and ſeeing doe not repent: for 
| we cannot be bleſſed by heating and ſee ing only, vnleſſe 
we heare and lee with profite, ſo that we in hart embrace 
Chriſt. But we will obiect, that we are Iſtaelites, and are 
circumciſed, and haue receiued the Sacrament of Chriſts 
blood, that we might be his people, and he our God: but 
this will not — vs, nor make ys ſeem any thing bet- 
ter in the ſight of God, but rat het worſe, if we haue not 
ceaſed to embrace the world, to embrace vanities, and 
haue vnfainedly embtaced the word of God, and alſo the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For it is ſaid, that Chriſt came amongſt 
his owe, and his owne receiued him not: but therefore 
accurſed are ſo many of them as reiect their own ſaluati- 
on, which being freely offered ynto them, wil not ſtre teh 
forth their hands to teceiue it: that is, will not attend 
with theĩt eares to hear it, or at leaſt wil not enlarge their 
hearts to embrace it. 


And praiſed. 

If Samuel had heard the firſt time that God called 
him, then God needed not to call him the ſecond or the 
third. If Peter had marked the crowing of the Cocke 
at the firſt time, as he did at the third, the Cocke needed 
not to crowe thrice. 

Now therefore, when you heare the ſame ſound againe 
which you haue hcardbefore,rcmeber now that the Cock 
croweth the ſecond time: for you know what diſcom. 
modity doth come by negligence, and what commodity 
by attention: for if you attend and follow, iuſtice ſhall bee 
ſwallowed vp of mercy. 


Simeon 


Mart-13 16. 


Eph.4.20, 
22.23.24, 


lohn 1. 11. 


Luke 32, 


T he firſt Sermon 


Simeon praiſed God, 

Simeon was thanktul!.Here is che example, but where 
be they that follow it? If nine lepers be cleanſed, yet but 
one returneth to giue thanks, then one is all. Vathank- 
fulnes is the firſt gueſt that ſitteth at the table; for ſome 
wil not icke to ſay, that they neuer ſaid grace ſince they 
were children: but if they had ſaid, they never had grace 
ſince they were children, I would rather beleeue them. 
Doe you not ſay, Ciue vs this day our dayly bread ? If you 
do, ſor ſhame ſay ſo no more, beg no more at Gods hãds, 
Leu. 6.16. vatill you bee more thank ull for that you haue receiued. 
For behold, the heauens frown vpon you for your ſinnes, 
and the earth denieth herfruite, and is become barren, 
becauſe of your vnchankfulneſſe, 
| MAndpraiſed God, end ſaid: c. Here Simeqn praied and 
| praiſed God, yet but in few words , for God delighteth 
not in much babling: hee praicdnor like the Ethnicks, the 
P hariſies, or the Prieſts of Baal; but Simeon praied with 
the heart like Moſes, and was heard. 

Aud ſaid. He ioyfully praiſing God ſpake, yea ſwectly 
as it were ſung it. Though you ſing all Dauids Pſalmes 
oucr,and haut not Dauids ſpirit, it profiteth nothing: and 
though Dauid was heard when he ſung them, yet you 
cannot be heard. Therefore let vs pray fo, that our pray- 
ers may be heard. But we cannot with the heart, & ſo that 
we may be heard pray, if we turne away our eares ſtom 
the word: for ſo doing, whatſocuer praiers we make, 

they ate abominab'e. Therefore let vs heare ſo, that hea- 
| ring we may profit by it. Let vs not heare ſtill fo ynpro- 
fitably as we were wont to doc:if we do, it ſhall be requi- 
ted at out hands. Do you think you ſhall neuer be cal- 
led to account of that which ] haue preached vnto you, 
and therefore as ſoone as ye are gone out of this place, a 
is ſhut vp, and all is forgotten; God is exempted frõ your 
1 minds? Our Sauiour Chriſt ſaith, the word I ſpeake yn'o 

12.48. 

Lake 10. 4. you ſhal iudge you at the laſt day. Mary is commended 
for 
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for that ſhe heard our Sauiour very diligently, laying vp 
his words in her hatt, & Lacob was wiler then al his chil- 
dren, in that he remembred the dreame of Ioſeph vntill 
he ſaw ic fulfilled. Thoſe that loue the Lord with an vn- 
fained louc,do gladly hearchis voice and become obedi- 
ent. My beep hear my voice, (aith Chriſt: & they that loue 
the Ark as Dauid did, will dance about the Arke as Da- 
uid did, and that with ioy and gladnes, Iſaac was 3 good 


man, his name fignified laughter, whereby was ſhewed 


what ioy and laughter there ſhould bee about Chriſt Te- 
ſus, ſor he was che figure, the truth was Chriſt himſelfe. 
The Virgin ſung when ſhe knew that ſhee ſhould beate 
him, the Angels ſung ioyfully when he was borne, and 
Simeon ſung when he was brought into the Temple, 

If Simeon had not longed, and ſo waited for the conſo- 
lation,ſhould hee now haue had this ioy and exulration? 
he could not haue felt it, for as our defire is, fo is out ioy. 
And ſurely therefore we recciue not ſound comfort, or 
feele ſinall ioy by the preaching of the Goſſ ell, becauſe 
we with longing wait not for it, we haue no liuely defire 
of it, we hunger and thirſt not after it. 

Lord nom letteſt thou t hy ſeruart depart, Simeon waiting 
for the conſolation of Iſracl, longing to ſee the Sʒuiour, 
was ke the Hait panting for the water brooks,til be had 
beheld his beſt beloued: but as ſoone as hee had takẽ him 
in his armes, whom his ſoule defired to ſee, hee ſo thitſted 
for death, that he thenceforth thought of, ſought after, 
befought God for nothing, but to leaue this life, & hence 
to depart: for he forthwith ſinging, praied : Now lett eſt 
thou thy ſeruant depart . But doe you ( ſay ſome) com. 
mend him hercin?did he well May not any man deſire 
death? may not the faſtned ſhip in a ſtrange land defire 
to be luoſed to haſten to his longed for port t home? 
may not a man impriſoned amongſt bitter enemies, de- 
fire to be ſet at liberty, to returac to his own country, in 
tee dome to liue ainongſt his ſweer friends? Are wee not 
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ſtrangers heere, and by vnpeaceable moſt deadly ene- 
mies, dur owne fleſh, the world, aud the diuell, held pri- 
ſoners in the chaines of ſinne, and manifold infirmities: 
and is not our hon e, heauenʒand the Saints and Angels, 
our moſt deere friends ? No maruell then that Simeon 
Plal. 2.23. here deſireth to bee looſed, or let depart. And Paul pro- 
feſſeth, hee deſited to be diſſolued or ynlooſed , as ſhips 
in a ſtrange land faſtued, as ſtrangers amongſt cruell ene- 
mies impriſoned. They were vnnaturall if they did not: 
it were vnreaſonable to require they ſhould not: for wee 
not onely may thinke it lawfull , but muſt alſo acknow- 
ledge it, euena neceſſary duty to deſire death. For is 
there till then in vs any perfect, yea any pure obedience 
of God? Doth not ſinne as long as this life laſteth, dwell 
in our members? js there any paſſage to the perfect life, 
but by the fiſt death ? The fiſh which is taken in the 
net out of the ſea, ſtrugleth to get in againe: and Adam 
thruſt out of Paradiſe, would faine haue beene within a- 
gaine: how much more ſhould we be defirous to bee 
ſetled in the true Paradiſe, in aſſurance never to bee put 
from thence? Therefore alſo it is not onely our dui ie to 
deſite death, but alſo as ſoone as any cleer!y ſeeth Chriſt, 
pre fently hee deſireth to die. For though his ſtate bee ne- 
uer ſo pleaſant , though his life bee moſt delighiſul, 
though hee excell in riches, and pleaſures, and honours, 
and knowledge, and glory, and farre exceeds all that e. 
uer were: yet at the ſight of Chriſt hee euen teioyceth to 
forgoe all, the loue of the world falling away like the 
mantle of Elias when hee was rapt into heauen, and ſo 
crieth with the Apoſite, Ideſire to bes d:ſolned; that he 
may be with Criſt. For Chriſt is light, and as ſoone as 
they ſee him, they ſee alſo themſelues and the worlds 
talſe happineſſe: his glory, and their ſhame and filthi- 
neſſe, which maketh them wiſh for death, that they may 
ccaſe to ſinne againſt God, &perfeRly pleaſe him and 
enioy tiue happineſſe with him: forall ſinne is blood in 

their | 
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their cje5,and all worldly pleaſures vanities. 


38.10.12, 13. 14, and that man after Gods owne heart 
the ſweet ſinger of Iracl, Dauid, Pſalme 6. 4nd 30. 8. 9 


Why? Becauſothey all were, aud would haue others to 
be in the feruent loue of God, both to die, and to liuc 
deſirous: to liue, that they might amongſt men vphold 
and further the true worſhip of God., ſo to fave their 
brethrens ſaules, and aduance the glory of God the more: 
to die, that they might perfectly obeying God, fully 
pleaſe him, and freed from all euill, enioying all good, 
wich him moſt bleſſedly liue. For not onely the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, but all theſe, and.whoſocuer ate grounded 
in the faith of Chriſt, but e ſpecially all that haue ſtrong 


as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Philip. 1. 23. and cruſht on 


Chriſt, which is beſt ofall ſor themielues and to continue 
amongſt men, which is molt needfull for them. So that 
this temaineth a manifeſt moſt neceſſaty dutie, and of all 


alſo withall deſired , life for others, death for them- 
ſelues. 

Vet all that deſire death performe not a dutie: for the 
wicked often deſire to die, but not duely: for, though 
they wiſh ſometimes for it, and be willing alſo to abide 
it: yet do they not in heart deſite it, becauſe they thinke 
it not a thing in the otdinance of God good, and that for 
them, but vaterly hate it, holding it an extreame euill. 
For they acknowledge as, the trueth is, it will depriue 
them of all cher delights which heete they deſire , . and 
| they cannot but at leaſt feare, it will take from them all 
pleaſure, and bring them to caſcleſle, and yet endleſſe 


But why then(ſay you) haue Heman the Ezrachire, - 
pfal. 98. 15.16.17. and Ezckiah that godlie king, Eſay 


ſo prayed , and taught others to pray againſt death 


hope to aduance the honour of God, are in a ſtraite, 


both fides,cuen with two contrary deſites: to be with 


that haue truelie, as Simeon, beletued in Chriſt, performed: 
namely, thenceforth (till to deſire death, though they 


paine, 


Pſal. 6. to and 
36. 10. 88.11, 
13.13. 
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For the ſentence of the vnchangeable God is already gi- 


| ſaith m God. For in their ſtrong hope they ſeele a ſtin- 


| ſclues endleſſe woe, in hope of ſuppoſed happineſſe, ab- 


| all ſeruice to him: but either in paine of bodie, or elle} 
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paine and torments intollerable , and yet vuſpeakeable: 


uen. 

The fearefull, and vnbelecuing, and the abomina- 
ble, and murtherers, and whoremongers, and ſorcerers, 
and idolatets, and all liars, ſnall haue their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimſtone, which is the ſe- 
cond death. And the iuſt Iudge ſhall ſay to all woor- 
kers of iniquity : Go ye accurſed into hell fire prepared 
for the diuell and his Angels: hell fire, wherethe worme 
neuer dieth, and the fire neuer goeth out. Wherupon, this 
the Prophet auoucheth, There is no peace to the wicked, 


ging feare,theit greateſt confidence is not without trems» 
bling of conſcience. Therefore fearing the euent of 
death to be for them(as indeed it is) moſt horrible, they 
vtterly abhotre it, they deteſt it extreamely. How then 
(fay ſome) ſhould they ſeeke death fo eagerly ? How 
ſhould they murder themſelues ſo willingly? They doc 
it not altogether willingly, but wittingly; not freely, but 
forced with feare of ſome ſuppoſed greater evill : The 
troubles ofthis wotld, the anguiſh of body, the horrour 
of mind, they are moſt impatient of, they cannot, they 
will not endure them, and thereu they ſometimes 
preferre death before life, leſſe willing to liue in yexati- 
on, then dying to tty, whether they ſhall feele what they 
feare,cucn deſerved damnation: for they are neuer wil · 
ling to die, but vn willing to liue often, and ſo work them- 


horring life, not truly deſimng death. For how die they, 
when they moſt voluntarily bereaue themſelues of lite? 
not in loue of God, longing to pleaſe him, performing 


anguiſh of mind, either raging that they cannot ſatisfic 
their luſts, or haue loft out ward things immoderatelic 
loued:or fearing, if they die, deſerued torments : if they 

live 
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ped for honour : either impatience of Gods rod, fret- 
ting againſt him that they ſo heauily feele his fury, and 
cannot fiercely fulfill their malicious minds, or freelie 
feede on the reſt of their fleſhly luſtes, or impotent in 
their defire of ſome falſe fondly conceiued good ho- 


ace, they chooſe rather to che truth of Gods 
threats, and of the terrors of theit trembling minds, then 
in life to remaine any longer, rather abhorring life, then 


duly deſi red death, that which we heard of Simeon in the 
beginning is proued true, to wit, that he was inſt and fra. 
red God. 


by faith ate aſſured they are before God righteous, can 
rightly defire death. For who would deſire a change 
but for the better? But all that are ignorant of God, all 
the vnfaichfull, what knowledge ſoeuer they haue, can- 
not be in better caſe dead, then they are now in living, 
though moſt miſerably pained : nay , they cannot be 
wichour iuſt feare when they forgoe this life, to feele for 
euer the fecond death. But the faithfull having their 
conſciences quiet, and alſo ioyſull in Chriſt, free from 
che feare of that death they haue deſerued, and aſſured 
by death to paſſe to that life which God to all faithſull 


his mercy; ſhewing thereby that they ate weary of the 
ſetuice and bondage of Sathan and ſinne, and aſfured af- 
ter death to enjoy the true life, moſt fully glorifyin 
God, aud moſt perfectly pleaſing him for cuer : a 
therefore alſo they deſire death, not ſhortning their life, 
but waiting his leiſure and calling, thereby glorifying 
Godas in their lives they haue done, and ſought to doe. 


line they ſhall either continue in felt horrout, or loſe ho- 


ing, with dreadfull doubting, by death to better their | 


any way truly defiring death. Therefore, in that Simeon | 


For none but the truly religious, none but they that 


hath promiſed, earneſtly wiſh to die in feruent loue of 
God, and zeale of his glory, that ſo they mayceaſe from 
offending their good God, and neuer ceaſe magnifying | 
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that brings death. 
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For man was not borne at his one will, and therfore: 
may not die at his one pleaſure. Therforc they beg it 
of God,referring themſelues euer to his good will,when, 
where,and how by death they ſhall glotifie bim ſtil deſi - 
ting it, but neuer ilſully procurinꝑ it. | 
.2 IfanyobieR, that Sampſon pluckt the houſe on his 
owne head, as well as on the P hiliſtines, we muſt vnder- 
ſtand, that Sampſon was a figure of Chriſt; and therfore 
a8 it wete offring himſelſe to God a ſacrifice, fiſt praied, 

and then glorified God at his death, more then al his life, 
inkilling io many of Gods enemies. 

And becauſe they waite the Lords lesſure, they not 

only wilfully murder not themſclucs, but are carefull alſo 
leſt fooliſhly vnwittingly they haſten it. For all they are 
guilty of theit one blood, that either by foole-hardie, 
taſh, or vnwiſe behauing, or with ſurfers, drunke nne ſſe, 
or any intemperat vſing ofthemſclues ſhortentheir life, 

Vea, though they tender theit liues neuer ſo deere, yet are 
they in the guilt, becauſe they willingly vie the meanes 


Simeon had ſeene much in hi: many daies, but when 
he ſaw Chriſt, he was vn willing to liue any longer to fee 
more, His deſire accompliſhed, his long longing at 
leng'h is ſatiſſied , his feruent expectation with free ioy 
now fulfilled, It is enough, ſaith [Simeon , that I haue 
ſeene mySauiour: as lacob ſaid, It is emowghthat my (on 
loſeph luneth. How much more then ſhould wee bee ſa- 
ti. fied with this, and in all thanł ſulneſſe reſt in it. that we 
haue ſeene Chriſt, not as Simeon, in weakenes and baſe- 
neſſe, but victorious, moſt glorious, ouer ſin, death, and 
hell triumphing, and ate more aſſured then lacob was, 
that hee, not as Ioſephynder Pharaob in Egypt, l: ueth, 
but in beauen with his Father in higheſt mate ſiie raign- 
eth Lord over all, hauing all powet both iu heauen and 
earth? and moteouet, x here he is, thithet {hall wee come 
and be like him, and with him as fello w- beires reigne A 
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the le ingdome ot our Fathex for euer. 

Simeon knew Chriſt as ſoone as he ſa him, and em- 
braced him as ſoone as he knew him, and enioyed him 
2+ foone as he embraced him: ſo ſome know the word 
of Godas ſoone as they heare it, and beleeue it as ſoon as 
they know it, and feele the comfort ot it as ſoone as they 
beleeueit. Bit others heaxe ir as though they heard it not, 
like deafe adders which ſtop their eares at che voyce of 
the charmer. So Pharao would not heare-the yoyce of 


| 


Moſes, nor Baals Prieſtsthe voyce of Elias: and others. 


though they know it, yet will notbelecue it, 28 if God 
were yntruc: ſo all malitious wreeches that preterre the 
pleaſures of finne before the glory of God: and others 
though they belec ue it, yet can they not either preſently, 
or when they vill feele the comfort of it, much leſſe the 
ioy which is offred by it, namely. the heart oppteſſe d, the 
deſolate afflicted ſoule. | 

The (cede is not caſt all on a heape, but it is caſt abroad: 
therfore where be the fruites ot the ſpirit that you haue 
brought forth: Fot the ſpirit of God is not like a dead 
potion in the ſtomacke, which worketh not; neither can 
we naue this ſpirit in vs, and feelc ĩt not. For it thou haſt 
it, it will leade thee as it did longing Simeon (as wee 
haue hitherto ſeene) to the Temple, and when thou art 
there it will leade thee to Chriſt, and when thou haſt re- 
cewed and embraced him, it vuill poſſeſſe thee with ioy, 
and ſo with thankfulnefſe and godly care to kcepe him 
and to entertaine him, and to be obedient vnto him: nay, 
alſo with a longing to bee looſed hefice, and eucrmore 
perfectly to pleaſe him. Therefore beloued,iudge your 
ſelues chat ye be not iudged of the Lord. 

Thy ſeruant. 

The godly would not leaue this priuiledge for all the 
riches in the world, for that they are the ſeruants of 
God, fellowes to princes and Angels, for wee ſerue him 
whom Dauid, Salomon, Ezechias, Iofias ſerued: yea, 

to 
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to whom a thouſand thouſands, Dan. 7. io. euen innume- 
radble Angels miniſter, Heb. 12.22. euen him who is moſt 
bleſled for euer. Euery ſeruing man beates the cogni- 
ſance of his maſtzr vpon his ſlecue. What then wilb the 
Lord ſay, hen he commeth and fig {eth vs marked with 
Exo. r. 2. 3. the badge of Sathaty?- Surely he will . giue vnto Sathan 
Ec. 9. 4. 11. | that which is Sathans, Bur all che houſes of Iſrael are 
Re. 10 7.3. 3.6 ſprinkled with the blood of the Lambe, and all mourners 
in Ieruſalem are marked, and all the choſen are ſcaled. 
with the ſcale of the liuing God. 

Woll, was it ſaid the poore receive the Goſpell ? The 
young men are more forward in the ttueth, and more 
zealous then the aged, the ſonne then his father, the ſer- 
uant then his Maſter. Once the younger Brother ſtole 
away the bleſſing from the elder, therefore the elder ha- 
ted him euen for hiszeale, And when was Iacob hated 
more then he is no? When was he ſohated and perſe- 
cuted as he isnow by Eſau? Yet in the old time men 
were more z ealous in their age, then ever wee heare of 
| chem to be intheir youth, yea, they were zealous in the 

Lords buſineſſe. | 

Age hindreth not Noah from building of-the Atke 
when God commanded him: age hindered not Simeon 
from reioyeing and mirth when he beheld and embra- 
cedthe Lord leſus Chriſt, Then old Simeon embraced. 
Chriſt,and he enioyed him with hearty ioy in zeale, but 
88 now where is old Seon? There be but few of them to 
i. Sam. a. j. be ſeene comming to the Temple to teceiue Chriſt, but 
1. T.. 12. | now young · men receiue him, yong Simcans, young 
Phil. io. —— Samuels, young Timothies, and young 
Vat. al. 3j. Oneſi us, and the young infants beginne to ſpeake 2 

gaine. | 

The young haue him, they are zealous, and.] hope 
they wil keepe him, though old mea neglect him. Sathan, 
thou haſt too much for nothing already. 


| 
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In peace te. | 
Chriſt brings peace with him, not the peace of the world 
but that peace which paſſeth all ynderitanding, My peace 
Ileaue with you, John 14. 27. My peace remaine with you, 
faith he. Our peace is laid yp in Chriſt, and all the peac 
we haue, we haue by him, elſe it is not true peace, S. 
meon was iuſt, and feared · God in his liſe, and therfore he 
de parted in peace: io marke the end ofthe iuſt, and fol. 
low the ir ſteps, and you ſhall then depart in peace, like | 
the Lambe vpon the Croſſe. 
Faine would Balaam die the death of the righteous, 
but Balaam muſt then liue the life of the righteous: ther · 
fore all men looke to this. Happy ate they that depart 
in peace, who when Death ſaith feste, and the ſerpent 
ſaith deſpairezthey ſay by the ſpiti to the fleſh, crouch, 
and bid the Serpent flie, while Death openeth the priſon 
doores. 8 
If che Popiſts would haue men to depart in peace, 
they would never ſay, that thoſe which depart goe to 
Purgatory: forſo by their owne ſaying, the worſt part 
is behind. For they affirme, that the paine thereof is farre 
gricuouſer then any that in this life may be ſuſtained, But 
againe, ſome ſay, this —— is in the earth neere to 
hell, and ſo it is too farre from heauen to be ſaued. Some 
doe ſay, they are puniſhed there by fite ʒand ſome ſay, by 
waterzand ſome ſay, by fire and water. Some laſtly doc 
ſay, that the good Angels totment; and others ſay that 
the euil ſpitits doe it. Inthijs variety of moſt vncomſor- 
table opinions, how is it poſſible hence to depart in 
peace I But wee muſt vnderſtand it is a painted Sepul- 
cher, made for che pampering of the living, not tor the 
puniſhing or purifying of them that be dead. For the 
locuſt of Rome doe liue altogether by ſuch Trentalles, 
and by ſuch traditions,and this is the profitableſt dream | 
chat euer any of them dreamed: but ir is manifcſt by the 
word of God, chat where the tree falleth thete it lieh 8 
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Mall lie torcucr. Diues aud Lizarus ate deadzand where 
they are, thither ſhal we al go. S than hath many ſleighis 
to deceiue vs, of which this is one of the greateſt, to bring 
vs ſtom the word of God, to dteames and traditions, and 
thin innemedbyche braines of morrall men; which 
haue not᷑ che ſpitit of God in them. 
Arcordimg to thy word. 
All the ſeede fulleth not into good ground, and thete- 
fore, thõughel fautſhewed you it is vngocly , us becing 
not iccording to the word; ſome thinke it but 2 final! 
marterto ſay for the dread, Lord have mercy vpon them 
it leaft they thinke'it as a veniall ſinne if it be a ſinn . Bu- 
et vs tale heed ho we make trifles of ſinnes, for ther: 
is noidallying with God, whois iealous as a conſumioy 
fire, when his peopfe tnate ſuch ſmall account of his 
words. Ocker demaund, Whether it be not better to lay, 
God be with them, than the diuull be with them; both 
which ate naught and to be eſchewed. And herem they 
aske this queſtion like a theeſe, who hauing robbed 2 
mai by the ie ale, and being taken with it, and de- 
maunded why he did ſuch a villany, ſaith ; Is it not ber- 
ter to rob him than to kill him? as though hee muſt necd: 
doe one of them : then what a ſhameleſſe anſwere is 
this for iris manifeſt, that of two euils none is to be cho- 


— 


x 


e | 
Some wilt ſay, it is a teſtimony of our good will. To 
ſuch we muſt teply, ſaying ; ſo it is a teſtinony of yout 
ignorance; and then after a little conference they will 
grauntʒ that indeed it doth not profit them. Then wee 
nut reply and ſay, God hath made all things to prohre 
vs, and hath commanded that hoching bee vſed vnprohi- 
tably. no not ſo much as a vaine word ſpeaking, ſaying; 
chat forcuery idle word wee muſt giue account at the 
ay of judgement. Then they reply againe, ſaying: Jf it de 
hem no good, it doth them no harme. But we maft an» 


— — 


per, it were good to beware leſt it doe thy felfe barme. 


Another 


7 the Song of Simeon. 


Another ſort will reply and ſay, I pray God I neuer 
doe worſe. But to ſuch we muſt anſwereʒ I pray God you 
may doe better: and you ſhould firſt know whether you 
doe not harme, before you doe it. For indeed it muſt 

roceede of harme being ſpoken in doubting without 
Eider ifyou beleeued — were laid vp in peace, 
whom you pray for, what neede you pray for them at 
all? But it ſhewes an vnbeleeuing hart, and we know that 
whatſocuer is not of faith, is ſinne, and the Lord will ſay 
ofthem,who hath required theſe things at your hands 
You haue wrought vanities. Now therefore you will not 
leauc it becauſe you yſedir:then wil you ſay alſo,we will 
not leaue our lying, nor our ſwearing, nor out curſing, be · 
cauſe we haue vſed it. It will grieue me if I heare you vſe 
theſe ſpeeches heereafter, hauing noreaſon nor proofe of 
ſcripture to maintain it by, or to be your warrãt in it: ther 
fore I charge you in the name of God, that you vie them 
not, but rather when you heare this, or any other fin con- 
demned, lay hands vpon it, & ſee that — put it to death 
without delay, according to the law of God. 


According to thy word, 

When Sathan hath thus poſſeſſed vs with this opini- 
on that in the ſeruice of God we may negleR the word 
of God, then profites and pleaſures guide vs in our pro- 
feſſion: but — that doe ſo profefſe Religion and godli- 
neſſe, can ncuer haue any comfort by it all their life, For 
their owne hearts accuſe them for hypocrites , becauſe 
they wait not for the conſolation of God, according to 
his word, and whatſoeuer is not done according to that 
word, cannot be acceptable: and this word they care not 
for, neithet haue it in eſtimation. When Adam ſeeth 
his nakednes, the ſubtile ſerpent can deceiue no longer, 
but before he ſeeth his nalcedneſſe, he is euer deceiued, 
and led away with the multitude into innumerable er- 


rots. Some ſay, they ſhall be ſaved by good works, and 
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| had rec eiued a promiſe of God. that he ſhould be de liue- 


The firſt Sermon, 


ſoine by the P opes pardon, others ſay by Purgatory , and 
theſe will haue a Maſſe ſung for them as long as the 
world ſtandeth, and all for one filly ſoule thinking to bee 
ſaued by ir, And yet ſee their blindaes, for they ſoeme to 
thinke that their torment ſhall not ceaſe 35 long as the 
world ſtandethzelſe why ſhould they find and hice men 
to ſay Maile for them ſo long ? but theſe are the fat mot · 
ſels of Baals Prieſts, and for this caule is the Popiſh Creed 
made very fauourable to the Cleargy. Wel, ſay that Igno- 
rance is the mother of their deuotion, for when the coue · 
touines of the Prieſts and the Ignorance of the people 
ioyned together, then they inuented Purgatory, Maſſes, 
Prayer fot ene dead, and then all theit trinkets. For if they 
had not held our Fathers in ignorance, keeping them 
from the word, they would neuet haue beene Papiſts, 
But when they caſt a miſt before the eyes of men, then 
the blind fell into the ditch, which doth contauine fo ma- 
ny groſſe cortuptions. 
For mine cies haue ſcene thy ſaluation, 

For, &e. B cauſe the holy Gholt by iuſpiratton had de 
declared vnto him, that he ſhould not die, till hee had 
leene leſus Chriſt, therefore the ſame ſpirit led him to 
the Temple, and ſhewed that which it promiſed and ha- 
uing ſee ne the ſame, he de ſited and wiſhed to die, and 
be teleaſed fiom this earthly priſon, that he might 
iue with God As id e and as wiſhcsare vaine, becauſe 
they are not according to faith, nor grounded vpon the 
word of God, ſo though we aske as cunningly as Iacob, 
and as earneſtly as the ſunnes of Zebede, yet if wee aske 
not in faith according to knowledge, we cannot ob- 
taine. But wee ſhould as ke ſo that we may rec eiue, that 
we may not returne empty. Thetfore the ground where - 
on Smeon ſetled himſelfe to with for deat , was, tl a: hee 


red from this miſcrable life, when hee had once ſeene 
the light of the Gentiles, the Chriſt: and now hee had 
ſcene 


2 
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of by the Prophets, foretold by the Fathers, and poin- 
ted at by Ionn Baptiſt. For thus he reaſoncth;Now that 
ſecthy ſaluation according to thy word , and there- 
fore the condition is now performed, let chy promiſe al- 
ſo be fulfilled: Now det thy ſernant depart, & c. For mine 


get, Cc. 


Mine eyes haue ſcene, & c. 5 

Then we ſee that Chriſt was no ipirit, neither was his 
body a fantafticall body;for if he wete a ſpirit, Sees 
could not ſee him, and if his body were a ſantaſticall bo- 
dy, then could not he haue embraced him. Therfore wee 
ſee that the words of the Scripture are true, which ſaith, 
that Chriſt was perfect man in all things, ſinne onely ex- 
cepte d. Eor he ſometime wept, as at the death of Laza- 
tus, and likewiſe ouer letuſalem. Sometime he thirſfted, as 
at the Well where the woman of Samatia diſputed with 
him: and alſo ſometime eate, as at Marthaes houſe, as alſo 
among Publicans and ſinners, ind in euery thing ſhewed 
himſelte to be perfect man. 

Haue ſeene &c. 

O Lord, faith he, l deſite now to be diſſolued and free 
from the bondage of fin, which fo long hath inhabite d 
in my mortall body,fornow he is come, by whom thou 
haſt promiſed to free and ſer vs at liberty, he is come by 
whom thou haſt promiſed to breake the Serpents hgad, 
and he is come that will heale cur infirmities, and giue 
ſtrength againſt fin and ſathan by faith & peace rowards 
God through loue. And now,faith hee, I haue embraced 


8 


ſcene his Sauiour , and embraced the true Meſſias which 
was promiſed by the Father, figured by the law, ſpoken 


him,and thankfully dorecciue him, I belecue,& am per- 
ſwaded that this is the ſame Meſſias, whom the Father | 
promiſed,and the Prophets fore- told, all Iſrael longed & | 
expected for, who is the light of the Gentiles, the glory 
of Hrael, and the God of the whole world. So they which 
loue the truth of God, and waite with deſire to bee 
E 4 filled 
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filled with the knowledge thereof, ſuch ſhall not die vn- 
till they haue their harts defire with contemplation ther. 
of. For as Peter was ſent to Cornelius, and Philip to the 
Eunuch: ſo the Lord will ſtirre vp ſuch of his — 
as may bee fit inſtruments to miniſter the ſame vnto vs. 
judas indeed died beſote the time, and liued not to ſee 
Chriſt crucified, but the Diſciples which loued Ieſus, 
did ſee him die like an yndefiled innocent Lambe, and 


derftood how that he ſuffered death for loue of them 
and for their redamption, Now if Chriſt cannot hide 
him from ſuch as hunger after him through loue, then 
what ſhall we ſay of our Fathers which liued in the time 
of ignorance, that longed to ſee his light, although they 
had, a miſt caſt before their eyes ? Surely, ſuch died not 
till they ſaw Chriſt, and embraced him in their hearts. 
And this is our iudgement concerning them that died 
in the time of Popery. And likewiſe as concerning the 
reſt, which —— be ſaued by Purgatory and Maſ- 
ſes after that they ate dead, we ſay that they which ſleep 
without oyle in their lampes they die ere they are aware 
of, and ere they wiſh for it, lilce the Philiftines which ſent 
for Sampſon to laugh and mocke at him, and to ſport 
themſelues, vpon whom the houſe fell and deſtroyed 
them all: or like the Egyptiaus, which thought that the 
waters had made paſſage for them aſwell as for the Iſta- 
eliors, both which died io and for their ſecurity becauſe 
they were not watchfull,nor prepared againſt the Lord 
called them. 
Haus ſcene thy ſaluation. 
Secing now hee is come for whom Simeon longed, 


what are the troubles char are paſt, and the forrowes 


that are come to an end? ſo when wee haue our deſires 
accompliſhed, ſeeling the ſound comfort of the Goſ- 
pe, what ſhould we ? how may we thinke, either on the 
ength of time wherein we watted for them, or the tedi- 


ouſnes 
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that to their exceeding ioy and comfort, when they vn | 


þ 
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ouſnes, or alſo gtieuouſaes of the troubles whereby wee 
haue obtained them- 
Haus ſren thy ſaluation, 

As Moſes died on the mount where hee ſaw the land 
of Canaan: ſo the godly die in the fight of God, and in 
the contemplation of ry nn er Stephen, who at the 
very laſtant of his death, ſaw the heuens open, and Chriſt 
leſuaſitting at the right hand of his Father, andlike Si- 
meon here, which deſireth to bee looſed, and no doubt 
ſhortly died, viewing ioy fully and ſo thankfully behol - 
ding the Lord of life, 

Beloued, you are not ignorant that the great day of 
the Lord is neer at hand, and therfore they that haue not 
yet ſeene Chriſt, they that haue not yet embraced him, 
but ill ſleepe without oyle in their lampes, ſhal ſodainly 
be ouertaken without the wedding garment, and ſhall 
be caſt into eternall corment for euer. 

Haus ſcene ce. 

There be many ſights of Chriſt, all goe not vp to the 
mount, as Peter, lames and Iohn, all ſee not his face with 
Moſes, all ſleepe not in his lappe with Iohn, all are not 
taxen yp into heauen like Paul, all embrace him not in 
their armes with Simeon. But as pleaſeth God, ſo he ſhew- 
eth himſelfe vnto vs, and all that loue him, both fee him 
and embrace him. 

To ſome he ſhewes himſelfe as in a glaſſe, to ſome ge- 
nerally, to ſome particularly, ſome he calleth early, and 
ſome hee calleth late, and thete is no houre in the day, 
wherein he calleth not ſome to get labour in his Vine- 
yard. To ſome he ſheweth himſelfe by Angels, & to 
ocherſome by viſions, Abraham ſaw three Angels, Lot 
ſaw but two, Manoahs wife ſaw but one, and yet one 
was enough. It is ſaide that Abraham ſaw Chriſt his 
daics;but we ſec him clecrer then Abraham, and cleerer 
then lohn, if we belecuc in him as we ſhould. Some ſec 
Chriſt, and not his ſaluatioo, and ſome ſee his ſaluation, 


and 


Matth. 17. 
Exod. 33. 
lohn 13. 

2. Cor. 12.3. 


Mat. 20. 


—_— 
— 


lohn 20. 


_— 


_— 


The firſt Sermon 


and doe not embraceit, We ſee Chriſt when wee heare 
bis word, and we embrace his ſaluation when we beleeue 
it: they (ce him that heare him, they embrace him that 
follow him, Heere if chey had heard me, I would haue 
ſearched leruſalem wich lampes, to fee who ſitteth in 
darkenci. But how can they beleeue the word of God 
which heare it no: how can they embrace Chriſt which 
know him aot? and all through ignorance, hauinF not 
che meanes to ſee him, becaule their leaders are either 
blind guides, ſleepy watchmen, or hireling ſneepheards. 
And ſurelie it is a wofull caſe, when ſhe + goe to 
take, and let their owne ſheepe alone ſummer & winter. 
They ſheare them, but nc icher ſummer nor winter doe 
they ſe ede them. How ſhould thoſe people vnder their 
charge ſee Chriſt and his ſaluation, when they are ſo de- 
barred of the wholeſome food, and euen ſtarued to death 
many thouſands oftheir ſoules, becauſe they haue not 
the foode that nouriſheth the ſoule vnto ſaluation? and 
how many bee there that are as old as Simeon, and yet 
haue not embraced Chtiſt leſus ? yea they know him not 
though they ſee him, neither do they wait for his com- 
ming. becauſe they haue no defire to embrace him, and 
therefore they defer that & put it off from their youth to 
their middle age, from their middle age to the ir old age, 
from their old age to death, and fo they can haue no lea 
ſure in all their lifero embrace him. But to ſuch as doe 
ſeek him, & wait for him with vnfa ined diligence, we ſay 
as the Angel ſaid vnto the woman at the ſepulchre, feare 
not, you ſecke the Lord leſus. How is this world ſer to 
deceiue vs We can find leaſure to doe euill at any time, 
but we can find no leaſute in all our life long to doe good, 
that we may at length enioy the true ſaluation. 
haue ſomwhat to ſay to you of this pariſh : A dainty 
was preparedforyou, and you let che ſtrangers take it 
from you; you were required to a faft, and you did fealt 
your ſelueszyou were required to come & pray 1 — 
ord 
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Lord, and to humble your [clues in his ſight, that he may 
tutne away his wrath from you, and you let the Temple 
ſtand open, and empty, for your parts, and your ſhoppes 
we e as open & you were about your merchandize, for- 
iaking God, and ſeeking to winne the vmuſt Mammon, 
and the vanities of the world. 
Thy ſalnanon, 

He came not by Angels, or by men, or by any other 
meanes, but onely from the alone and cternall God, He 
calleth him thy ſaluation, for his name was not giuen 


him by 1 by Maric, but by the Angell of God, | 


ſignit yiag that he was come from heauen. The Father 
ſaw him when he was borne,the ſpirit came vppon him 
when he was baprized, the Angels miniſtred vnto him 
in the wildernes, his enemies ſubſcribed vnto him vpon 
the Croſle,the Virgin trauailed, the ſtarre walked, the 
Wiſemen ca ne out of farre Countries to worſhip him, 
Then is not this [chouah the mighty God, whole bit: h 
is glorious, whoſe life is famous, which death is merito 
rious?None can take ypon him the authoritie of God, 
but he, on whole ſhoulders the Lord layeth it, becing 
ſent of God, and from God. Then we ſee that our Sau- 
our is the true S:uiour ſent from God, for all creatures 
beate witneſſe ynto him. yea che very diuels, with all the 
evils ſpirits doe obey his voyce at whoſe name all knees 
| ſhall bow, He came not to bring health, wealth, plea- 
| (ures or profits, for the which if he had, then mutcitudes 
| of wor Idlings would haue followed him; but bee came 
to bring laluation, tighteouſues, peace, truth, and life, 
therefore few care for him. Hee came to ſaue ſinners. 
not all ſinnets, not euety one that ſaycth Lord, Lord, 
but he came to ſaue penitent ſinnets, which turne vato 
God by their tepentance. Therefore he praieth in lohn 
for thole onely that were giuen vnto him. So ſoone as 
the lee de is ſawne, the ſtones refuſe it, or the Sun ie par- 
cheth it, or the thoracs cheake it, and what comtort 
hatt, 
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hath che Lillie among thornes? Therfore wiſedom taketh 
her ynto her wings, and whiſpereth ſaying,you ſhall ſeek 
me before I come,you ſhall ſceke me, but ſhall not find 
me, becauſe ye hauercfuſed me hen I offred my ſelfe 


to you. 


much of him, and thankfully receiue him. The godly he 
deliuereth from ſinne, but the wicked he leauet hound 
in the chaines of their iniquity , to be tormented of him 
which had tempted them theteunto, whole will they al- 
| waics endeuoured to fulfill, and not the Lords; and hee 


demnation,and another catching them by the hairy ſcalp 
which maketh all their ioynts to tremble, and their hart; 
to de ſpair, and he ſaith ynto them: What doſt thou heere 


without thy wedding garment? How dareſt thou come 


to ſteale the childrens bread ? The Spirit of Saul wor- 
keth in him, in his bed, and euety where, and he calleth 
for the Harpe of Dauid to comfort his heart which can- 
not be comforted, And this ſpirit ſaith to Iudas; Thou 
haſt betraĩiedthe Lord, and crucified him, therefore go: 
and hang thy ſelfe:for euen at the preaching of ſaluation, 
the horrour of damnation , the marke of Caine ſticketh 
within thee whoſoeuer beleeueſt not in Gods ſaluation. 
But che godly heart goeth home, hauing embraced this 
ſaluation, chewing the cud, and reioycing like the Apo- 


to ſuffer for his names ſake: and they ſay, O what a good 
banquet we haue had this day ! what delicious dainties 
hath God feaſted vs with! and ſo the Bee h loaden 
to the hiue, and goeth longer in the ſtrength thereof then 
Elias did. 
al nation. 

The onely Saujour is heere called ſaluation it ſelſe: 

for if he were called a bare Sauiour only, then you might 


| | likely ynderſtand by ſome other Sauiour ; but heere is 


hee 
— 


Chriſt is their ſaluation that belecue in him, and make 


ſheweih thema hand vpon the wall writing their con- 


files, which reioyced in that they were counted worthy 
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he is called ſaluationit ſelfe, ro ſhew that there is no o- 
ther. Fot there be more Sauiours, but no more ſaluations, 
as there be many waies to dea h, and yet bur one death. 
The braſen Serpent was a figure of Chriſt, that they 
which are ſtung by ſin, by fire;and by the Serpent which 
beguiled Euah, may make ſpeed, becauſe thete is no te 
med y but to come to Chriſt, 

The Papiſts haue found out many ſaluations, they 
haue found out a ſaluation by Saints, a ſaluation by An- 
gels, a ſaluation by maſſes, a faluationby merits,a ſaluati. 
on by Idols, as though Chriſt had leaſt to doe in his own 
office, for they haue other ſaluations to flee vnto: They 
will haue it, but they will buy it, and what will they giue 


for it? Wny, they will faſt ſo many daies, goe fo far on pil- 
grimaget, hire Prieſts to ſay ſo many Maſſes, build fo 


many Abbies, and giue ſo many [ſummes of Money to 
the Monks and Friers. Therefore the Scripture goeth a- 
gunſt them, and diſhonours their ſhameteſoeſſe „ who 
(like Nimrod, that heaping ſione vpon ſtone, would haue 
IS heaven )heape ſinne vpon ſiune, and euerie 
houre, ſome one heteſie ot — 2 groweth vp from 
this filthy roote 

For what Papiſt date ſay, that Simeon thought on any 
of theſe, or put confidence in any other Saviour, but on- 
ly in him hom he embraced in his armes? For ſaluati- 
on is by the promiſe of God , and all promiſes are in 
Chriſt, And though Iacob wanted bre. d, Toſeph wan- 
ted not mony, there fore he gaue them backe again their 
money, and likewiſe he gaue them that corne that they 


would haue bought with it. I would wiſh them there 
fore to ſay as loſephs brethren did, that they haue their 


corne for nothing, and their mony too: letthem ] ſay be 


content and reioyce, to ſay, that they haue mercy for 


nothing, and their works too. For God cannot be wonne 
by mens 'works,becanfe they profit not him, but them- 
ſelues. k ; 
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There ls no water can waſh Niaman but lordan , no 
water can waſh the leproſie of ſinne, but the blood of 
the Lambe. By this the Iſrachtes were ſaued when the 
deſtroyer paſſed by. By this the Lord knoweth vs to bee 
his people: and by this the diuell knoweth vs to be none 
of his. As it is proper vnto God to be called goodne ſſe, 
ſois it proper vnto leſus Chriſt to be called ſaluation.He 
is alſo called the way, the truth, and the life : for that life 
which wee haue, is but a ſ parke and ſhadow of life, but 
he is the true and etarnall life. 

Then ſeeing Chriſt is both our righteouſneſſe, ſaluati- 
on; and alſo the way, the trueth, and the life, to leade vs 
chereunto: it is as poſſible for vs without Chriſt to be iu- 
ſtiſied or glorified, as it is to be wiſe without wiſedome, 
righteous without righteouſnes, or ſaue d without ſaluati- 
on. Therefore let vs not be aſhamed to take our wa- 
ter fromthe fountaine,ſceing Chriſt is the ſountaine of 
all wiſedome ; of all rightcouſneſſe, of all truth , of all 
knowledge,ofall ſaluation, and briefly of all goodneſſc - 
for there is no other Arke to ſaue ys from the foud , no 
other ladder to aſcend with into heauen, no other lo- 
ſeph to feede vs in the famine, no other Moſes to lead ys 
through the wildernes, 

But as the tiuet Siloa1unneth through all the land of 
ludea, and watereth the whole Citie of God: fo Chriſt 
doth ſhew himſelfe all in all, & all. ſufficient in mercy to 
ſaue avd bleſſe all bis Church with ſpirituall gifts. If 
Chriſt be ſaluat ion, what ſhall make vs deſpaire 2 Shall 
' Sathan? No, for he hath ouercome Sathan. Shall death? 
No, for he hath ouercomedeath, Shall hell? No, for he 
hath oucrcome hell. Shall the Law ? No, for he hath ful- 
filled the Law. Shall u tath? No, for he bath troden the 
wine · preſſe of his Fathers wrath. Therefore it was 3 
weet ſayingof one at his death: VVhen mine iniquity 
is greater thenthy mercy,O God, then will I feare and 
deſpaire, 
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of the Seng of Simeon. 
Saluatioa is born, hetefote we were all in the Rare 
of condemn nation befoteilight is come,therefore we late 
all in Jarkn:s before: glory is come, therefore we were 
all lozd:n with ſhane before:liſe is come, to ſhe that 
we were all dead in ſiane before. Life is come, and light 
and ſaluation: hfe to the dead, light to the blind, and ſal · 
uation to the damned, For Chriſt is called ſaluation, to 
ſhew that without him, we are all damned fire · brands of 
hel, heires of condemation, and forſaken of God. To 
him chat is ſicke, it is eaſie to bee thankfull when hee is 
vhole, but when he is whole, it it harder to be chankfull 
then to be ſiclce. | would faine be diſproued, that Nini- 
uch might be ſaued, though Ionah would not. 
Tby ſaluation. 

This word ſaluation is aſweer word, yea the ſweeteſt 
word in all che ſcriprure,and yet many deſpiſe this wor- 
thy ie well, becauſe they know not what it is worth, like 
the dawes,which would rather haue a batly corne, then 
a peatle or aiewell, becauſe they know not the value 
thereof. 

O Lord wht is man that thou art ſo mindfull of him! 
O man, what is God that thou art ſo yamindfull of him! 
[fa friend had giuen vs any thing, we would haue chan- 
ked him heartily for it, but to him that hath giuen vs all 
things, we will not giue fo much as thanks. Now there- 
fore let the tocke [ark out water againe, and let out ſto- 
ay hearts po wre forth ſtreames of teares in vnfained re- 

tance. We haue all called ypon you, but none regar- 
deth vs, as though God were as Baal, and as though 
Diues felt no paine, not Lazarus ioy, but all were forgot- 
ten. My times Chriſt commeth into the Temple, and 
there is ſcarce a Simcos to embrace him, the babe is here, 
but where is Simeon? 


we embrace not Chriſt as Simeon, who bath _ vs 
rom 


If God had not loued vs better then we loued out 
ſelues , we ſhould haue periſhed long ere this, and yet 
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tron tempo call and ipiuuall puriſhmene, Weeare in- 
vieedroa hanquet, he who callerh vs toit, is God. What 
1s che banquer? S. luation. VVho are the gueſts ? The 
Angels and the Saints, What is the fare ? [oy,peace, 
righteouſneſſeʒthis is the fare, and we inuite you cuerie 
one: yet who will come at out bidding ? ſome for want 
of faith, ſome for want ot loue, ſome tor want of 
knowledge, haue deſpiſed this holy ban- 
quetzyet vnto this art thou called 
ſtill, O ſoule vnworthy to 
be beloued. 
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T HE SECOND SER MON 
OF THE SONG OF 
old father Simeon, 


T hy ſaluation , which thou haſt prepared before the face 
of all the people, a light to bee reucaled to the Gentiles and | 
the glorie of thy people Iſrael, 


Hy /aluation, This word faluati- 
is a ſweete word, and holds mee 
toit like an Adamant; for when 

Do I thought to proceede, ihis word 
s ſaid vnto me, ſtay here, teach this, 
> and teach all, learne this, andlearn 


| 


' all:for it is the pith of all the mer⸗ | 
* cies of God towards his children, 
Chriſt is called — becauſe no man ſhuuld de- | 
ſpaire, and becauſe it is impoſſible to bee ſaued without 
him, for ſaluation is onely in him. Chriſt can doe any 
ching bu” this, hee cannot ſuue him that will not tepent. 
He is called che ſaluation ot God, becauſe hee came not 
from men, nor ſrom Angels, nor by chance, but from | 
God himfelfe, and therefore his Name was not giuen 
him afcer the — of men, hich was, that curry Fa- 
ther ſhould name his owne child, but ſod d not Ioſeph. 
for the Angell had giuen him direQion tor his Name. 
| The Virgin, the Oracles, the Babes, the Sheepheards, 
the Stare, the Wiſe-men,the voice ofthe Crier, the di- 
ue s, the lea pers, the ſicke, the dead he earth - quake, the 
nne the Moone, and all rhe creatures doe beare wit- 
neſſe vnto the Sonne of God, which is our ſaluation. 
He is called the ſaluation of God, becauſc he is ſaluation 
F accor- 


LO ET 


Luke x, 
Luker, 


Matt H. 1. 


Luke. 2. 
Matth. z. 
Luke 7, 

Marke 1. 


luke 1.15. 


lohn I I, 


Matth. 27. 


— — — — —— ns 


Mar, 27.25, 


Gen. 7. 


Gen 42. 
Gen. 19. 


uel how you can offend this Lord willingly, which hath 


The ſecond Sermon 


— 


according to Gods owne minde, He came not to bring 
eaſe and liberty, but he came to bring the ſpiricual ſword, 
and condemnation to all obſtinate ſinners, yet ſaluation 
to the penitent. 
I ſhewedyou how many deſpiſed this jewell, becauſe 
they know not what it is worth, how few Simeons there 
be in the Temple, how few Nathaniels, how ſe men that 
feare God: theſe plants grow not on euery ground. 
Who would be vnthankfull if hee knew what the Lord 
iues and what he forgiues ? Hee giues the ſonne for the 

| baſtard , the Lord for the ſetuant, the righteous for ſin- 
ners, the innocent for the wicked, and the Almightie 
Lord, for the ſinfull ſonnes of men. Doe you not mar- 


done ſo much for you ? -Heere I reprooue vnthanleful- 
nes, ſecuritie and — ſtriuing as it were to cru · 
cifie Chriſt againe, as the wicked Jewes did, who neuer 
proſpered ſince the time that they ſaid; His blood bee 
vpon vs, and vppon our ſeede. They were not like Si. 
weon,who as foone as he ſaw him, embraced him, and re- 
_ ouer him. Thereis no ſhewof grace in chem- 
which ſhewnoliking of godlines, neicher in themſelnes 
nor in others: for this is the firſt part of our conuerſion, 
to loue them that loue God , and ſo they are drawne 
to the Sonne. No man will builde an Arke vntill the 
flood come, no man will ſecke for corne vntil the famine 
come, and ſcarce Lot will bee gone out of Sodome be- 
fore the time of execution of Gods wrath doe come vp- 

on them. 

Wee preach vnto you, and call vpon you, wee haue e- 

uen weatied our ſelues among you, wee haue reprooued 

you for ſinne, and wee muſt {till reprooue you vntlll you 

amend : now therefore, if there bee any grace in you, if 
ye haue any knowledge, any feare of God in you, if you 

haue any goodaes in you, it you haue any leaſure to bee 


ſaued, turne backe now from doeing euill, come out of 


hell, 


— 
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of the ſong of Simeon, 


hell, and plucke your limbes out of the clouches of the 
Serpent, for vetilie we haue net done ſo well in this city 
as the Ninivites did, for all che preaching and teaching 
we haue had. For, who hath determined in his heart to 


amend his life ? Who hach leſt his pride? Who hath re- 


ſtored that which he hath taken by extortion, vſury, and 
wrong? Surely they that haue done thus are monſters, I 
cannot ſee him, he walkes inuiſible and cannot be found, 
The heauens trembled at the death of Chriſt, the Sunne 
did hide his face,the earth quaked,the yaile ofthe Tem- 
ple rent in ſunder, the dead bodies roſe out of their 
graues, and all this was to ſhe that the Prince of the 
world ſuffercd violence, and that the Lord of life ſuffered 
death for the ranſome of vs, & of all whoſocuer through- 
out the world doe beleeue the goſpell, and liue in ho 
dience thereof, and withall , that hee ſuffering for ſinſull 
and wretched man, was a conqueror ouer hell and all e- 
uill, and hath ouercome death. The Scribes were againſt 
him, the Phariſes · vere againſt him, the Rulers band thẽ · 
ſelues againſt him, the Atheiſts againſt him, and all the 
ſpitefull and enuious Iewes againſt him, whoſe birth was 
baſe, whoſe life was conte mptible, and whoſe death was 
ignominious, but God was with him, & in him,by whoſe 
power he ouercame them all, and ſo became the ſaluati- 
on of God. 

Dauid being to encounter with Goliah, Saul tooke 
and put on him his owne harneſſe, but hee could not 
wearc it, it was too heauy for his little bodie,therefore he 
tooke nothing but a ſtaffe, and a few ſtones in a ſcrippe, 
and ſo Dauid ſlew the pride of the Philiſtines, and the 
feare of Iſrael. And euen thus the Lord ſet his ſonne to 
fphe with the Prince of this world, not with ſwords and 
targets, bowes and bills, but with the word and ſpirit of 
God, with the which he hath ouercome, and through him 
we alſo haue the victory. 
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Which thou baſt prepared before the f.ice of all people oc. 

He ſpeakes this to the end that the eies of all mankind 
may be fixed vpon him, as the cics of all Iſtael were fix · 
ed ypon the braſen Serpent in the wilderneſſe, that when 
they be ſtinged with the Ring of that ficrie ſerpent which 
decciu:d our forefathers, they may flie vnto him for help, 
eſt they periſh1n their ſinne, & theit blood bee on their 
owne heads. 

Which thou haſt prepared. 

He was prepared long agoe, as it doth moſt plainely 
appeare, for the virgin which bare him, the place of his 
birth, the poore eſtate wherein he was, his miracles» his 
Apoſtles, his corments, his croſſe, his death, his reſurre. 
Rion and aſcenſion into heauen ; all theſe were foreſhe- 
wed and fore-told long beſotethey came to paſſe, Ther- 
fore ſome ſaid, Who is this char is ſo often ſpoken of by 
the Prophets? Whois this that can doe many miracle; 
that the Scribes and Phariſes cannot doe? that can raiſe 
the dead, that can ceaſe the windes, that can calme the 
waters: at whoſe ſoffering the earth quaked, the Sunne 
hid his face, dat kues came ouer all: and beeing dead, toſe 
againe by his owne power, and aſcended ia to heauen in 


che ſight of a great multitude? How can it be then but 


it mult be knowne before the face of allpeople, which was 
ſo manifeſt by dreames, by viſions, by oracles,by power; 
by authority, and eu ry thing? For there was nothing 
which had not a tongue to ſpe ee for God, Euery thing 


| was prepared for him before hee came to bee reucaled: 


hee came not in the beginning, nor ia the ending: hee 
came not in the ending, that wee which come after him 
might long for his ſecond comming. He came not in the 
beginning, becauſe that ſuch a Prince as hee ſhould haut 
many banners and triumphs before him. Hee came 
not in the beginning, becauſe the eies of faith ſhould 
not bee dazeled in hin, and left they which ſhould liue 
in che latter times, ſhould forget him and his comming 


which 


. 
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which was fo long betore,cuen as you totget that which 
I haue ſaid as ſoone as you ate gone hence, Hee came 
not in the beginning, becauſe if he had come before man 


a Phyfitian ; but when man had finned and had felt 
the ſmart of finne : for when they were caſt out of Para- 
diſe they ranne vnto Chriſt, as the Iſraelites did to the 
Serpent. He came not in the beginning, but in the per- 
fect age of the world, to ſhew that he brought with him 
perfection, perfect loy, perfect peace, perfect wiſedome, 
perfect righteouſnes, perfect iuſtice, perfeR truth, ſigni- 
tying thereby, that notwithſtanding he came in the pet- 
2 age thereof, yet he found all things vnperfect. The 
lewes thought that he ſhould come like ſome great 
Prince, with pompe and glory, which was a carnall con. 
ccite, for heerein they were meruailouſly deceived, his 
father was but a poore Carpenter, and his mother but a 
ſimplewoman,and he a filly babe wraptin clouts. Then 
ought not we torenerence our Lord, and topraiſe his 
Name, for that he became ſo humble fer vs moſt vile 
wretches that are worthy of nothing? yet we ſee how 

cruelly they dealt wich this bleſſed One, which came to 
ſaue them. Ignorance ſate inthe chaire, deceit gaue the 

ſentence, and cruelty executed him with the moſt pain- 
full and ſhamecfull death of the croſſe. O that your cies 

doe not dazeil,andyour eares tingle, and your bearts 

meruaile at this dealing of theirs to our louing Saviour, 

which came to ſaue them that would, and ſpecially in 


euen to the vttermoſt! O wonderfull thing to thinke of? 
Jf you would marke, J would make you in loue with 
him before I haue done with you, I ſay vnto all thoſe 
that come hither to be edified, take your fill of pleaſure, 
enter into Paradiſe, liſt vp your eyes, ſtretch forth your 
hands, and eate your fill of the tree of life, and the Lord 
will goe home with you, embrace him and kiſſe him 
F 3 enter? 


had ſinned, man would haue acknowledged no neede of 


that now you ſee, that he abaſed himſelfe for our ſakes, | 
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entertaine him well, and he will dwell wich you ſor euer. 
But you that come hither for faſhion ſake, either to ſee 
or to bee ſeene, to finde fault with ſome- what, ort to 
make an hypocriticall ſhew of godlineſſe where there is 
none: I cell you, that comfort ſhall ſhake hands with you 
at che dore: marke it, and you ſhall ſce that my words 
are true. Shew me what it is that is better then ſaluation. 
would haue none of you to bee damned if I might pre- 
uent it, not ſo much as a peece of you to be giuen vnto 
ſath in, therefore l would ] knew that ſtone that would 
kill Goli ah, for I would ſtrike it with iny might into his 
temples. If you will, you may be ſaued, and the Lord 
will one day put thoſe words into my mouth that will 
couch your hearts, Therefore now ariſe, kiſſe and em- 
brace the ſweet babe leſus , and then afterward frame 
your ſelues to obey him, for then the Lord wil knocke at 
your hearts, and if you wil let him in, he will teach you 
all things. The Lord came not in the beginning, nor in 
the ending, but he came inthe middle age of the world, 
to ſne w, that if it will not learne now, it will neuer learne 
to come vnto God by repentance and amendment, that 
they may learne to lciſſe the ſonne leſt hee be angry, and 
ſothey periſh in his wrath like Sodome, Hee came in 
the middle age ofthe world to ſhew that he was indiffe- 
rent for the world to giue light and life vnto all that re- 
turne vnto him. For God reſpecteth no perſons, but e. 
uery man of what nation or Countrey ſoeuer he be that 
feareth God and worketh righteouſneſſe, is accepted of 
aim, and he will fufill their ioycs through Chrift, yet not 
when wee will, but according to his o vne good pleaſure 
and when he thinketh good, Therefore ſtay Helias, a- 
non the Rauens wil bring thee meat, and thou ſhalt haue 
enough. Anon Moſes will deliuer Iſrael, So ſaluation 
is a!ready prepared of God, and hath beene long fince 
with ſulneſſe of knowledge, and al excellent gifts, an he 
will giue them to vs when hee ſeech good. But wee are 

like 
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like whining children, chat will nor (tay vatill their milke 
bee cold, but would haue it though they be ſcalded with 
it: ſo wee would haue the knowledge of God and liberty 
before wee know how to vſe it. Wee would know the 
high myſteries and deepe counſels of God, before wee 

know our ſclues;we would haue the liberty of the Goſ- 
pel, when we know no way how to vſe it but in ſecurity. 
But the Lord, hee will wiſely giue vnto ys as it were our 

bellies ſull When he ſeeth it good, and when hee ſeeth vs 

ready for it, who knoweth our hearts better then we our 

ſelues. 

A light toberenealed to the Gentilet: and the glory of thy 

people I ſrael. 

You haue heard Simeonſhewing the cauſe why the 
ſonne was ſent from the Father, hy hee became man, 
which raigned before in Paradiſe, VVhat mooued God 
to leaue bis ioy and his bliſſe, and ſuffer more then all the 
world could ſuffer together? A great cauſe it is that 
would make a king leane his kingdome and fal to begge- 
tie. A great and wonderfull cauſe it was, that made le- 
houah to come downefrom heauen to ſuffer miſery ypon 
the earth, Two other cauſes Simeon ſheweth why 
this Meſſias came from heauen, The firſt, that he might 
enlighten the Gentiles, which ſate in darkneſle ; and the 
ſ-cond,that he might bethe glory of /ſrae/,which gloried 
in their ſacriſices, and in their ceremonies, 2nd ſo had uo 
glotie be fore he came, but were like the Moone when 
the Sunne doth ſhine vpon it, or like Rachel which de- Gen. 29. 
ſpiſed Leah, and became barten. And they deſpiſed the 
Gentiles light; like that ſonne which was angry becauſe | Luk. 75. 
his loſt brother carne home againe; or like thoſe labou · 
rers which checked the Lord of the vincyard, becauſe | Matth. 20. 
he gaue vnto the other labourers as much as hee gaue 
vnto them. But the Gentiles are like Leah, who be- 
ing de ſpiſc d became ſruitſull. Simeon did reioyce in 
Chriſt, not onely for that hee was the glory of //+ae!, 
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bur alſo for that he was the light of the Gentiles. Shall 
the head be ſorrowfull becauſe the hand is well? Nay ra- 
ther the hand ſhould bee glad, becauſe the head is well, 
and the head becauſe the hand is well. The father ſhould 
be glad becauſe his ſonne is ſtronger then himſelfe, che 
mother ſhould be gladde becauſe her daughter is wiſer 
then her ſelfe, the brother ſhould bee glad, becauſe his 
brother is richer then himſelfe : the miſtreſſe ſhould re- 
ioyce, becauſe her maid is a better huſwife then her ſelfe. 
But we enuie our brethren and our neighbours, becauſc 
they are better then we, and becauſe God hath bleſſed 
chem with temporall or ſpirituill things aboue vs : if 
we ſee that they haue learning. then we enuie them for 
their learning; if he haue more gifts, wee enuy bim for 
his giſts, if he haue more knowledge, wee enuy him for 
his knowledge, if he haue more zeale. we enuy them for 
his zeale, if he haue more riches, we enuy him tor his ri. 
ches, and how can we reioice when euery bodyes goed 
is aut euill and euety bodies ioy is our ſorrow ? But fixe 
your cies ypon Chriſt alone, and he will fulfill your ioy, 
if you ks not backe to Sodomelike Lots wife:if you 
loue ioy and gladnes;Chriſt is ioy and gladneſſe: if you 
loue comfort, why, Chriſt is the comforter of all chat 
beate his croſſe: if you loue life, Chriſt is eternall life: if 
you loue peace, Chriſt is peace : if you loue riches, 
Chriſt is full ofheauenly riches, and full of liberality, to 
beſtow them vpon all ſuch as loue God: ſoChriſt is all 
in all vnto the godly, and they haue more ioy in Chriſt 
alwaycs and in all things then the ticheſt, and moſt glo- 
tious and ſumptuous prince in the wor d: then Salomon 
himſelfe had in worldly riches, honours, pleaſures , ioy, 
eaſe ot ſelicity. For the wicked which put their truſt in 
riches, and make them gods of gold and money, of eaſe 
and pleaſures, though — do all that they can to fulfill 
the ir luſts, and take neuer lo much pleaſure, and be neuet 
ſo merry, ſet they can haue no true ioy, nor peace of 
conſcience, | 
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conſcience; for all the peace, che mirth, and ſport they 
haue is but deceit , all falſe and indureable like thegraſſe, 
greene in the morning, and withered ere night. But when 
the Lord doth knocke at their hearts & ſttike them with 
feeling oftheit horrible tranſgreſſions, as no doubt hee 
will, then they are all in a maze, and they can haue no 
ioy, no peace, no reſt; but they may ſay, in laughter my 
ſoule is ſorrowfull,in caſe my ſoule hath trouble, in mirth 
mone, in riches pouerty, in glory ſhame, in life my ſoule 
is euen dead, in plenty my ſoule wanteth all thing: 
wherein it ſhouldrejoyce, it is deſtitute of all comfort, 
and poſſeſſed with all ſlauiſh feares;like Caine, who be- 
ing Lord of all the earth, yet had no ioy in it when God 
had once forſaken him. Likewiſe Saul when God had 
forſaken him, he had no ioy of his kiagdome, nor of all 
his riches,and then who had more joy , Saul the King, 
or Dauid the ſubieA?So then we ſee that perſect ioy can 
be had'in nothing but in God, and in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Wherefore as by the ſtreame you may be led to the foun- 
taine, euen ſo let the ioy and peace of this life ſcrue to 
leade vsto God, which is perfeR ioy and peace, and 
there reſt like the wiſe men which were guided by the 


| when he was borne:and if we reſt not in him when wee 
haue found him, there is no reſt for ys, wee ſhall bee like 
the teſtleſſe Doue, which fluttered about, and found no 
reſt any way, till ſhe returned to the Arke: but wee ſeeme 
as though we ſought him and found him, when as we doc 
but play the hypocrites, Salomon faith that the waies of 


ſtatre, to come to the true ſonne of grace, Ieſus Chriſt, | 


— 


the whore are proſperity and welfare, ſorx ſhe euer putteth 


lurking. 

Therefore alſo is Chriſt called the light, becauſe wee | 
ſhould leaue out fooliſnneſſe, ſeeing light is come, and 
that wee ſhould forſake all our lights which are but 


2 


| on a vizard,that ſhe might not be nove to bee ſo vile ö 
az ſhe is: ſo vnder the colour of goodues cuill is alwaies 


darkneſle, | 
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darknc ſſe, and cleaue yato his light , which is the true 
light indeede. 
A light to beremealed to the GentAes.cfc. 

He cameto lighten the Gentiles, and they teceiued him 
with thankſulneſſe, of whom there was no hope of good- 
neſſe left, Who wauld ſuppoſe that the barren woman 
ſhould become fruitfull, or the prodipall ſonne returne 
home againe? It is like as it one Owle ſhould be conuer- 
tedto ſee light, or as if the ſtreame would returne into the 
ſountaine, or as if an old man ſhould become young a- 
gaine. 

5 A light to be reucaled to the Gentiles, 

To be reuealed, not yet reuealed, the Iewes mult firſt 
reiect him before the Gentiles teceiue him: and when 
the Iewes did oppreſſe him, condemne him, and crucifie 


hien, then were his armes ſpread vnto the whole world. 
When che gueſts would not come, then hee ſendeth into 


the high waies, to compell others that would not come 
willingly vnto it. Comfort is on foote, and that which 
will come, ſhall come, &c. The Qucene of Saba came 
from the vttetmoſt part of the earth to heare Salmon 
wiſedome, and the wiſemen came from the Eaſt to (ee Je- 
ſus Chriſt: but we may (ay, the Lord was heere in the 
Temple, and I was in my ſhoppe, ſelling and buying, ly» 
ing,deceiuing,and ſwearing. Well, when hee comes 
backe againe, Iwill be better acquainted with him; and 
ſo we eſteeme not of his preſence in any reuerent ſort, 
The Shunamite faid : Let vs build a chamber for the 
manof God: then we ſhould build an houſe, Zaccheus 
climbed vp intoa tree to ſee our Sauiour, and the Lord 
ſecing his diligence, called him; Zaccheus, come downe, 
for I will dine at thy houſe this day, and that was a ioy- 
full day with Zacchevs, for then ſaluation came into his 
he uſe, and vpon all his family: he gaue the Lord a feaſt, 
and the Lord made him a farre better feaſt of peace, a 
ſeaſt of ioy, a fealt of heauenly things, and ſo for his zeale 

and 
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and endeuour to ſee Chriſt bodily , he ſhewed himſelfe 
ynto him ſpiritually, euen to his hearts defire, 
To be reucaled. 

Haue an eye to the future tenſe, ihat which is not, ſhall 
be. As fot example, Salomon was wiſe, but he is fooliſh; 
Sampſon was ſtrong, but hee is weake; Iudas was a 
Preacher, but he is a traitour ; Paul was a perſecutor, but 
he is a Preacher; Peter was a denicr of Chriſt, but now 
he is a bold profeſſour of Chriſt ; Moiſes was learned in 
the wiſedome of the Egyptians, but now he is learned in 
the wiſedome of God, by which the wiſedome of the E- 
gypti aus is made but meere fooliſnneſſe in the fight of 
God. Others, as heathen philoſophers, Plato, Atiſtotle, 
Cato, Crates, and ſuch like, were counted very wiſe men 
in the ſight of the world, yea they wrote ſo many books 
ſull of wiſedome, and alſo adorned with notable ſenten- 
ces and witty ſayings, that one would thinke all wiſdom 
were buried with them, ſo famous were they, and fo full 
of carthly vnderſtanding,teaching maners, counſels and 
policies: yet for my part I haue neither ſeene nor heard 
of any ſuch, being wiſe in worldly things, and without 
the wiſedome of God, but that they haue committed 
ſome notorious fooliſhneſſe in the ſight of all men, like 
Aclutophel, of whom ve read, that he was ſo wiſe a 
counſeller , that his counſel] was like as one had as- 
ked counſell at the Oracle of God and yet ſce the end 
of him, he hanged himſclfe, and all for the want of the 
knowledge of God. It had bin better therefore for him 
to haue had more wiſedome and leſle wit. Crates, Ari- 
ſtotle, Plato, and others of the wiſe Philoſophers, haue 
either poiſoned, butned, or drowned themſelues: and fo 
wee ſcethatthe end of the worldlie wiſedom is meere 
fooliſhneſle, and the fooliſh haue more peace then the 
wiſe : for their wiſedome without the feare of God, 
doth them no more good then the Arke did to the 
Philiſtines, which did nothing but torment them, be- 
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caule they knew not how to vie it, and therefore vnre. 
uetently abuſed it, For if your wiſedome conſiſt in elo- 
quence of words, in ptoſunditie of wit, to gaine craſtil ie, 
and ſpend warily, to inuent la wee, to expound riddles, 
and interpret dreames, to tell fortunes, and prophecie 
of matters by learning: all your wiſedome is but vexa- 
tian of the ſpiritzfor all theſe without the feare of God, 
doe vs no more good then their witte did theſe Philoſo- 
phers,which notwithſtanding ſate in darknes. And I am 
afraid though Chriſt broght light vnto the Gentiles, yet 
it may be ſaid, that the Gentiles ſit in datlcueſſe till, fa. 
uing a few Leuites ſcattered ypon the mountaines, for 
whole ſake Sodome is ſpared, And becauſe thoſe had 
not the knowledge of God, therefore they worſhipped 
Mars and Cupid, Sunne and Moone, beaſts and ſerpents: 


ſhipped Diana, the Aſſirians Neſroch, the Iſraelites wor- 
ſhipped a calfe, Ahaziah worſhpiped Belzebub, the 
Moabites worſhipped Chamos, the Samaritanes did 
worſhip vnto Baal: ſo the truth to ſuch ſeemeth falſhood, 
and error ſeemeth truth, As for example, that the word 
ſhould be made of nothing, that the Word became fleſn 
that God and man was ioyned together in one perſon, 
that one man may be righteous in the righteouſne(le of a- 
nother;which is Chriſt, and chat the dead ſhall riſe a- 
gaine:theſe ſeemed fooliſhnes vntothe Gentiles, neither 
could they beleeue them. No more can ſome Gentiles a- 
mongſt vs at this day, which are but naturall men, there. 
fore they do not beleeue them, for when they profeſſed 
themſclues to be wiſe, they became fooles, ſaith the holy 
Ghoſt, So then we ſee now what Chriſt hath done for vs, 
he hath bound that Serpent, which hath ſowne all the 
tates, ſo that the diuell is faine for want of better lodging 
to entet into ſwine, 

Heeretofore, whereas ove followed God, a thouſand 


| 


ſo the Philiſtines worſhipped agen, the Epheſians wor- | 


followed Baal; But now Kings and Princes lift vp their 
heads, | 


. 
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neads, dchitng Uhrlt coraigne with them and in tnein. 
Heeretofore we made our {clues like the wounded man, 
we wete ſpoiled, we were ſt:ipr naked, and wee were ba- 
chedin our blood, being full of wounds; bur now Chriſt 
hath furniſhed vs, he hath waſhed vs, hee bath cloathed 
vs, and wee are now become true Iſtaelites: vs, which 
were the vile and wilde Oliues, hee hath grafted ypon 
che true Oliue, an planted vs in a ſruitfull ſoile. And 
what cauſe can we ſhew for this, but onely mercie? For 
heererofore wee were called fooliſh, but the Lord hath 
made vs wiſe according to the wiſdome of God in theſe 
dayes by his Spirit: but if yee deferue to bee called the 
fooliſh Nation againe, then yee are moſt ynhappy and 
molt curſed. So now we haue heard, that che Lord doth 
reucale his counſell ynto his Prophets, and how the glo- 
tie of Jſrael is now reuealed to bee the light of the Gen- 
tiles. And you haue the cauſe why : becauſe the Jewes 
reie ted their owne ſaluation. You haue heard that the 
cauſe was onely his mercy and his loue, becauſe mercy 
cannot containe it ſelſe within /eruſalens, + X 


A light ta berenealed to the Gentiles , and the glory of 
thy people [(racl, 
You haue heard why Chriſt is called light, x hy hee is 


a curſe into blefſing, and why the Gentiles did change 
darkenes for light, and a thouſand gods ſor one true God. 
Then the Gentiles received more grace then they deſi · 
red, for the Lord came vncalled vato their houſes, and 
made ⁊ feaſt vnto them in their one houſes, The light 
of the Gentiles is our light, your light and my light: 
Chriſt is our grace, your gtace, & my grace: and Chrift 
is our ſaluation, your ſaluation, and my ſaluation. Hee 
came vnto the leu es, & for the lewes, and yet his com- 
ming vnto the Geatiles, was better then to the lewes. 

Hee came into the world when the world did abound 


called the light of the Gentiles, why the Lord did change | 
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in all wic kedneſſe, and ſaued ys when wee molt deſerue d 
wrath. Wonder at this you that wonder at nothing, that 
the Lord would come to bring ſaluation ,to redeeme 
our loſt ſoules euenſ(as it were) againſt our wils: ſo that 
now wee would not bee as wee were for a thouland 
worlds. 
The blindaeſſe of the Iewes was, and is wonderfull, 
who heard of their reiection, and of our conuetſion, and 
yet vnderſtood ĩt not, neither ſought to preuent Gods 
wrath in reiecting of them. Therefore the Rocke, Which 
ſhould haue ſaued them, ſhiuered them in peeces, where- 
in was ſhewed their wonderfull block iſhnes, having it 
ſo often fore-tolde by their Prophets, figured in their 
lawe, ſhadowed in their ſacrifices, and read in their 
Churches from ſabbath to ſabbath, Euery thing that c6- 
meth to paile in Churches, in Common-weales, in Ci- 
ties, in Countries, in Kingdomes, and ia Provinces; theſe 
ate all fore -tolde in the Seriptutes, and yet none do vn- 
derſtand it, ſauing a few choſen ones whom God loueth : 
For, the comming of Antichrift,the oucrthrow of King. 
domes, the darknefſe of popery, the light of the Goſpell, 
the converſion of the Gentiles, and the teie cting of the 
lewes: all theſe are ſet downe in the Scriptures, and yet 
wee cannot ynderftand it, though wee heare it day by 
— wee doe not giue our mindes to vnderſtan- 
ing. 
Such hearers ſhall ſtand in a maze before the righte- 


ous and terrible throne of God: the dead ſhall tiſe, the 
trumpe ſhall blow, and all the world hall be in an vp- 
roare, and they ſhall Rand quaking ; when their heating 
without profiting hall bee laid to their charge, and they 
(hall ſay: O wee haue knowne no ſuch thing: but ſurely 
if the lewes could come out of hell, they would admo- 
niſh vs to take better heed how we heate: for we heare 
as though we did not hearc at all, out mindes are other- 
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wiſe occupied. Now when wee {ce any thing cometo 
paſſe 
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paſſe as it is ſore · told in the ſcriptures, then we mult ſa 

as Chriſt ſaid, This prophecie is fulfilled; for all things 
that are written, are come to Scriptum oft , & factum eff, 
chat is, as ſure as it is wititten, ſo ſurely doeth it come to 
paſſe, It prophecieth nothing but that which truely is 
fulfilled in due time, and the more often it ſpeakes of 
a thing, the more certaine , the more excellent, and the 
more to be beleeued it is. Like a le well that is beſet with 


doeth God tender our calling, which is often in his 
mouth, and wee ſo often in his remembrance, that hee 
ſpeakerhof vs in euerie booke throughout the whole 
Scriptures like a kinde ſpouſe whoſe loue is in a ſtrange 
countrey, and he delighteth himſelfe with thoughts and 
medications of her: ſo hee did long vntill the Gentiles 
were come to him againe,like the prodigall child, whoſe 
Father did long vntill hee had embraced him. When 
ſhall my prodigall ſonne come home againe, ſaith hee? 
will put my beſt garment on his backe, and my golde 
ring on his finger, and his fare ſhall bee the daintieſt 
morſell. And thus God longeth for our ſaluation, and 
hee knoc keth at our door etʒ Is faith heere? is loue heete? 
is one called the feare of Godin this place? 

And as loue maketh louers ſometime to ſpeake plaine- 
ly and familiarly one to another, ſometime by darke 
— and riddles, ſometime by letters, ſometime by 
dumbe ſhewes and ſignes, and ſometime to hide them- 
ſelues one from another: So our God ſpeaketh ſome- 
time plainely to his Church, ſometime darkely and my- 
lically, ſometime hee turneth his face from his Church 
ind deere ſpouſe, as though hee would not ſpeake vnto 
her for loue, as appeareth in the booke of the Canticles. 
Of the caſting off of the Iewes , and calling in of the 
Gentiles; the firſt type or figure was Caine and Abel: 
Caine was the eldeſt ſonne of Adam, and Abel the yon- 
ger, yet God loued Abel, and accepted his ſacrifice ; but 
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God reiccted Caine tor nis wickednes,and hee became a 
reprobace, Euen ſo doeth God, hee teiectech the leu es 
which were the eldeſt ſonne, the true Oliue, and the na- 
eural: ſeede, and Gods deere children if they had conti 
med in obedience ; and he taketh vs being but the yon- 
geſt ſonne, the wilde Oliue, the ſeede of the wicked , and 
maketh ys childten by adoption voto him, onely of his 
mercy without any otber cauſe. 

The ſecond example was Sem and Iaphet, both which 
were Noihs ſonues: Sem was the ſecond ſonne „ and la- 
phet the firſt, and of tlus laphet came the Gentiles: of 
him faid Noah;Godperſwade laphet that be may dwel in the 
tents of Sem: that is, hat they may be voited together, a 
wee ſce it is is come to paſſe. Other ſheepe Ihaue(ſaich 
Chriſt) which are not of this fold, them alſo will I bring, 
and they ſhall beate my voyce, and there ſhall bee one 
ſheepe fold, and one ſhepheard. 

The third type or figure was Iſmael and Iſaac, both 
the ſonnes of Abraham: Iſmael was the cldeft, Iſaac the 
younger, yet Haac was choſen of God, and enioyed the 
promiſe, and Iſmael his eldeſt brother a mocker of Iſaac 
was put away, the Lord was-not with him. 

The fourth type or figure was Jacob and Eſau, both 
ſonmes to Iſaac: Eſau was the eldeſt brother, & lacob the 
yaunger, yet God lbued Jacob and hat ed. Elau, becauſe 
Eſau coutemhed his birth · righi and ſold it to Iacob for 
2 meſſe of pottage, and therefore Iacob ſtole the bleſ. 
fing froty him: ſo God bleſſed lacob, but curſed Eſau: 
wereby is ſhewed, that the Lord did for the contempe | 
of rhe le wes, take away their birth · right and cheir bleſ- 
ling, and bath giuen ii vnto vs, 

The fift type ot ſigure was Leah and Rachel, the two 
daughters of Laban: Leah was th- elder , but bleare or 
(quiqt-eycd;Racbel the yonger, beautifull and faire. 25. 
Thercto1e Rachel was belouc dof lacob, end Leah de- 
ſpiſeg a8. Vet Leah was felt mat tied 23. And allo made 
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fruitfull, 2x, but Rachel alſo warafrer maried, 28. aud 
more beloued, 30 and hauivg enuied ner ſiſters fruit. 
tulnes, 30.1. and repented, God remembred he, and 
made her fruictull. So Chrift fift married the le wes, anu 
made them gloriouszbut when they deſpiſed their glory, 
he matried with the Gentiles, and they enuying their hap- 


pine(le; of barren in all goodnes, became fruii full in tive 
holine ſſe. | 


The ſixt figure was Manatles and Ephraim, the two | 


ſonnes of Ioſeph: Manafles was the eldeſt, and Ephraim 
was the yongeſt. Both of them Joſeph hauing brought 
to Iacob his Father, that he might blefle them, he tooke 
Manaſſes and put him towards Jacobs right hand, that 
he might bleſſe him firſt and more plentitully, and hee 
tooke Ephraim and put him towards Iacobs left hand. 
But Iacob ſtret ched out his right hand and laide it vpon 
Ephraims head which was the yonger, and his left hand 
vpon Manaſles, ' directing his hands ſo of purpoſe, for 
Manaſles wastheelder of them. Thus the Lord bleſſed 
vs when thete was no hope left for ys. 

The ſcuenth figure was Rahab a harlot in Iericho, 
who was a Gentile, yet her heart was touched ſo, that ſhe 
received and entertained the ſpies that Iſrael ſent, and in 
time of danger hid them, that they ſhould take no harme: 
ſignilying thereby, that the Gentiles ſhould receiue and 
embrace the Iſtaelites and meſſengers of the Goſpel, and 
keepe them as ſafely , and defend them as diligently as 
Rahab did the (pics of Iſrael. ' 

The eight figure was Ruth a Moabite : of her Chri/f 
leſus vouchſafed to come 3s concerning the fleſh , to 
ſhew that he came not onely of the Iewes, and for the 
lewes, but alſo of and fot the Gentiles, which were the 
loſt ſheepe, vnhoped for, being rangers from the co- 
uenant. 

The ninch figure was Sampſon, who being a Iew, 
would needes matry wich a Gentle ; ſignifying that 
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Chriſt Ie ſus would alſo marry with the Gentiles, as he did 
with the lewes. 7 

The tenth figure was Salomon who married Pharaos 
daughter, which was an Egyptian andGentile, ſignify- 
ing therby, that Chriſt would take him af pouſe among 
the Geatiles to marry with himſelſe, as Dauid in the 
Plalmes declareth. 

The eleventh figure was Naaman the Syrian , whoſe 
leproſie is turned ypon Gehezie, the Itproſie of an hea- 
then and ignorant man tui ned ypon an Iſraelite, and one 
that had the knowledge of God, being the ſeruant of a 
Prophet: ſignifying that our leproſie of ſinne and igno- 
rance ſhould be turned from vs ypon the Iewes, who had 
che knowledge ofthe law of God, but eſteemed it nor, 
but were vnthankſull for it. Many like examples there 
are in the new Teſtament; For like as the Chetubins, 
though ſeucred inſunder, yet looked one towards ano- 
ther, and both vpon the mercie · ſeate: ſo the olde Teſta- 
ment and the new, looke one towards another, and yet 
point at one and the ſame thing. 

The firſt type or figure in the newe Teſtament, was | 
the Wiſe-men, which were the firſt fruits of the Gen- 
tiles, and came ſtom the Eaſt, being guided by a aire: | 
ſiguifying chat by the guiding of the word and ſpitit of 
God, the Gentiles ſhould come from all the places of the | 
world to embi ace Chriſt leſms with ioy. 

The ſecond type or figure was Chriſt his going into 
Egypt, ſignifying thereby, that he ſhould goe from the 
lewes to the Gentiles, becauſe the Iewes refuſed him, 
through vnbeliefe, abundance of wickedneſſe, & want 
of reformation : ſa we ſee that nothing can drive away 
Chriſt but ſinne. 

The third type was Chriſt whipping the Ie wes out of 
the Temple,ſhewing thereby that the Jewes ſhould bee 
whipped or caſt out of the ſpirituall Temple; and the 


Gentiles ſhould occupie it. This (beloued) belongech 
vnto 


a 


Ry” 


of the. ſong of, Simeon. 


— 


vnto vs, to whom the Lord ſo wonderfully hath made 
his light to ſhine. 

The fourth figure is the parable of the Vineyard, that 
was taken from them that polleſſed ic, & giuen to them 
that ſhould bring forth the fruits thereof, and yeeld bet- 
ter increaſe vnto the Lord of the vineyard. 

The fifr figure was the parable of che two ſonnes that 
were bidden to goe & worke in their fathers vineyard, 
of whom the firſt ſaid he would, and did not: the ſecond 
ſaid, he would not, and did repent, and went to labour in 
the vineyard : the firſt ſigniſied the Iewes which made 
many vowes, with ſuch a ſhew of godlineſſe which was 
but hypocriſie, whom the Lord reieted and caſt off and 
ſaid,that the Publicans and ſinners ſhould Rand in iudge- 
ment to condemne the greateſt of them. 

The ſixt figure was the feaſt that the Lord made vnto 
the diſobedient gueſts, hom the Lord inuited to his 
banquet, which was onely ordained for them, and who 
promiſed to come vnto it, and yet reſuſed & would not 
come, but alledged ſlight excules taken from their loue 
ol earthly and tranſitory things aboue God . Therefore 
the Lord ſent into the hie waies to call and compell the 
Gentiles to come, which came, though ſome leſt their 
wedding garments behind them. 

The ſeuenth type or figure was the viſion of Peter in 
Joppa, when he was on the top of the houſe, where hee 
ſaw the veſſell come downe that had in it all manner of 
foure footed beaſts ofthe eatth, and wilde beaſtes, and 
fowles of the ayre, and creeping things, where alſo the 
voyce ſaid vato him, Ariſe Peter, hill and eat: wherein the 
Lord ſhewed vnto him, that hee ſhould count no man 
vncleane, although the Gentiles then were counted vn- 
cleane,as were the yvncleanc beaſts ſet downe in the law 
of God, therefore when Peter was ſent for, to Cornelius 
houſe,hee ſaide, Of a truh I perceime that God hath nore- 

fell of perſons, but in enery nat1d he that feareth God & wor 
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kerh right eonſneſſe is accepted of him. 


M ny other examples of our calling, as the ſtroied 


eating with Publicans & finners, which when we readc 
we ſhou'd caſt our figure and ſay, Of whom is this ſpo 


led this prophecie: thetefote let vs ſtrive to doe well, and 
to mottiſie & ſubdue finne which dwelleth in our mor- 


kingdome of heauen. 


maimed wor ke, the dead are quickened, the leapers arc 
cleanſed, and che poore receiue the Goſpel} , There fore 
who wil deſpaire and ſay, light is not reuealed vnto me, 
when as he ſeethit tobe teuealed vnto whole Nations? 
And ſo ſolemne is our calling, as that in ſo many places 
of the ſcripture it is ſoretold, whereby we ſee how deere- 
ly the Lord tendreth our ſaluation, like as a kind ſpouſe 
which was longed ſor, xhile ſhe was in a ſtrange coun · 
erey, for Chriſt longed for the Gentiles, till they came 
home againe vnto him. Therefore let vs now conſider 
what he giueth vs, namely, righteouſnes and ſaluation: 
| firſt righteouſnes, then ſalua: ion: firſt repentance, and 
then forgiuzneſle of finnes, the Sun of the Goſpell, leſt 
we ſhould ſee heauen in hell, and light in darkneſſe, and 
ioy in anguiſhes. Let vs not contemne our light, or grow 
catt leſſe of it: lt vs not build with one hand, and ouer- 
throw with the other by profaneneſſe, like thoſe men 
which whilethey ſurferted at their gluttenous tables, 
called vpon God for health. Chriſt is not received with 


the left hand: if the Fatheroffering a giſt, do ſee the Son 
ſtretch foorth his left hand, hee will withdraw his gift 


ſhecpe, che loſt groat, the prodigall ſonne, and Chriſt | 


ken ? ofthe Gentiles then is it of mee, for I am a Gen- 
tile. Bur am I conuertedꝭif j be not, then haue I not fulfil. | 


Now all theſe prophecies are fulfilled, the blinde ſec, | 


| 


| 


| 


: 


[ 


—— 


tall bodies, for none but the valiant can enter into the 


1 


the lame goe, the dumbe ſpeake, the deafe heare, the 


— ä — — — 


[| 
' 


! Fom him. I ſay, let vs not contemne our light as the 
| [ewes contemned their glory. | 
For 


— 


* 


— 


of the Song of Simeon - 


—— 


For what is light to him that will ſhut his eies agaiuli 
is? What is this light ? It is ſuch a glorious light, and 
ſuch an excellent teuelation, that great and mightic Kings 
haue earneſtly deſired to ſee, and Princes haue laid down 
their crownes to ieueale it, Let ys embrace this light, 
let vs take and put on the wedding gatment, and goe to 
the banquet, vnra which a thouſand meſſengers haue inui- 
ted vs, and alledge none excuſes : ſay not, I haue marri- 
ed a wife, I haue bowght Oxemn, I gos to ſee 4 Farme, &. and 
therefore Icamnot come, neither wil I come. Well, do ſo, if that 
yee will needes : but remember that thou waſt inuite d, 
and therefore the bleſſing ſhall bee giuen to another: 
and Eſau ſhall weepe for che bleſſung, but (hall not 
haue it, 

But giue mee areaſon I pray thee, why thou wilt bee 
called the ſeruant of God which doſt not ſerue him, or the 
childe of God, which doft not loue him; or the diſciple of 
Chriſt, which doſt not lea ne of him: yet hisraine falleth 
ypon all, juſt and vniuſt, and hee giueth thee all things for 
nothing: The Sunne doth giue his light for nothing, the 
dew doth giue his moiflure for nothing, the rivers doth 
giue their waters for nothing; and the carth doth giue her 
fruit for nothing, 

What ſhall wee doe then when the Sunne ſhineth ? 
Wee mult not doe as wee doe in the darke, for then men 
ought to betake them to their labour · Learne of the ſa- 
uage beaſts who as ſoone as the day ſprings, betake them 
totheircraucll, and cuery bird welcommeth it wich ma- 
ay a ſweere ſong · Chriſt is light, and this light is come: 
therefore hee that ſeeth not now is blinde. Are not they 
then blind which yet ſee not that praier for the dead is 
vaine, needleſſe, and bootelefle ? Bur thicke darkenefle 
haue a mighty light to chaſe it away, So that hee which 
beginnetli to roote out ſome error or ſuperſtition , at the 
firſt (hall haue much adoe , for cuſtome and naturall 
corruption ate the firſt cauſers of hereſic , and ſhall crie 


G 3 againſt 


Natth. 13. 


Math. 13. 


Hcb. 12. 


Rom 13. 


Epheſ. j. 


t. Sam. 5. v 
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againſt her in the maintenance thereof: and withſtanders 
of reformation ſhall ſay, Great is Diana of Epheſus ; and 
ſo for a long time they ſeeme to waſh the At hispian, or the 
blacke Moore, the more they waſh him the more they gall 
bim, and yet hee is an e/£thiopsan Rill : but in the end the 
| Arke ſtandeth, and Dagen falleth downe: and truth tti- 
umpheth ouer falſhood, hauing got the victorie; and light 
chaſeth away darkneſſe with the brightneſſe thereof, Why 
then doth this darkenefſe continue amongſt vs ill? To 
him that asketh, what Scrpture haue you againſt ic ? it 
is ſufficient to anſwer, what Scripture haue you for it? For 
ifrhe word command it not, God reiecteth it, and will ſay, 
who hath required theſe things at your hands? But what 
is this ? for euery idle word you muſt giue account, as our 
Sauiour leſus Chriſt faich, Matth. 12. And whatſoeuer 
is not offaith is ſinne, Rom. 14. 23. They aske, what, 
ſhall weenot ſay God bee with chem ? Why ſhould you? 
Why (ſay — muſt wee ſay nothing? What if thou 
doe not ? What ſaieſt thou, when thou mentioneſt the 
death of thy firſt fathers, Adam, Seth , Enos , Enoch, 
Noah ? Doeſt thou leſſe loue theſe, not praying for them, 
then thou doeſt them for whom thou ſaieſt, God be with 
them? &c. 

But thou haſt ſpeeches enow to vſe, if thou wilt 
needes ſay ſomewhat, and leaue ſuch ſuperſtitious and of. 
fenfiue ſentences : if hee bee a good man, thou maieſt ſay, 
the Lord bee thanked for his deliuerance, or the like: but 
if hee bee not, then thou maieſt ſay, God grant wee may 
doe better then hee hath done, and that by his fall we may 
leatne to riſe, from ſinne, or ſome ſuch thing: whatſo- 
euer hee bee, thou maieſt ſay as Daxid ſaid of his childe, 
giving a reaſon why hee would not pray for him any lon- 
ger benig dead : I call him backe againe ? I ſhall goe 
to him, but hee ſhall not returne to mee: or any py 
words, ſo they bee wiſe, and therefore not againſt che 
word. What then is to bee done ? As Jacob {aid to his 

w1iue! 


— 


_— —_ 


of the ſong of Simeon, 


wiucs and children; Giue me your idols that I may bury 
them: ſo ſay I vatoyou ; giue mee your ſuperſtitions that 
I may bury them, chat they may temaine with you, or in 
you no longer, to the diſhonour of God, — of 
your weake brethren, or to my griefe. For I am iealous 
ouer you, and becauſe you are mine, and I am yours; O 
that my voice were as the whirle-winde, to beat downe, 
toote out, and blow away all your ſuperſtitions, that they 
may no longer raigne amongſt you: or rather, O that 
Chriſt which is our light were come into vs all, and ſhi- 
ned ſo bright, that wee were aſhamed of all our darknes: 
of all, not of mind onely, but of will alſo, and of' workes, 
that wee no longer would walk in darknes, for few haue 
the wil to walke according to the word, either in dark- 
nes or light: wee canſee to ſinne in the darke aſwell as in 
che light, and doe rather, becauſe the light diſcouereth 
both the hatlot and the theeſe, fo they are afraide of the 
light; bur aſſuted bee wee, where light is not. Chriſt is not: 
for Chiiſt is light; and let none bee afraid to ſeeke this 
light, which is ſo good, ſe excellent, and ſo profitable for 
vs. For it doth not onely deſctie it ſelfe,butall other things 
round about it, Therefore if thou haue this light, thy 
taith, thy feare, thy loue will ſhew it ſelfe, and good things 
cannot now hide themſelues, for hee that is light doth de- 
light to pleaſe God in the light. It is no matuell though a 
man fumble in the darke, but hee which ſtumbleth in the 
light is not very ſtrong, becauſe hee ſeeth his way before 
him. Once we ſtumbled at cuery ſtraw when we walked in 
darkeneſſc, for then wrath had a fall, pride had a fall, luſt 
had a fall, drunkenneſſe had a fall, penurie had a fall, igno- 
tance had a fall: or if you will. pride roſe, and wee fell, luſt 
toſe, and we fell, &c. 

Were </£gypt as light as Goſben wee ſhould haue Idola- 
ters as ioyfull as true worſhippers; but there is palpable 
darkeneſſe, tedious, fearefull, and of long continuance in 
Apt, cleate light onely in Goſben : therefore flic Egypt, 


3 84 ut 


loh nl, 
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— 
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but if thon live in Ægipt, that is, wallce in dark neſſe, or com 
mit wick edneſſe, though thou ſinne in the darke, the light 
will bewray thee, and thy conſcience will accuſe thee, and 
condemne rhce for it. Therefore now giue ouer darkeneſſe, 
and arme thee with light, for our life ſhineth like the light, 
therefore now we ſhould be [/rael, for Iſrael is reuolted. 


thus the Gentiles ate as Gentiles ſtill. Hee that beleeueth 
not the word, is an Infidcll: he that beleeueth not God, is an 
Atheiſt : he that worſhippeth any thing more then God, is 
an Idolater: eucry mans conſcience ſhall condemne him- 
ſelfe. Vet men will leaue godlineſſe for riches, but they will 
not leaue riches for godlineſſe. What madneſſe ? Yea the 
[ewes neuer ſerued God at any time with ſuch deuotion as 
many doc now their gold and theit riches: O intollerable 
wickednefle > For many there are that could be content 
neuer to die, but liue euer heere with their riches and ple 
ſufs, 

And is not the godly more de ſpited for his godlines, then 
the wicked for his wickedneſle 2* 

Are not the members of Chriſt more hated, and worſe 
entertained by vs, then the limbes of ſatan ? So dearely 
every [one loues ſinne, and drawes ſinne ypon ſinne, till 
their be a chaine of many links and monſters therein drawn 
moſt lothſome And though wee of our ſelues tun ſwiftly 
to hell, yet the moſt driue vs, tomake vs hie faſter : they 


vnco vs, if you will bee faire, you ſhall be wiſe ; if you will 
be drunke, you ſhall be rich, &c. Yea every one pointcth, 
and ſheweth vs the way that leadeth to deſttuction: and 
how few are the number of them that do ſhew vs the way 
of yertue aud golidneſſe. 

And thus wce are cuen as froward as thoſe le wes that 
ſtriue whoſhall come into hell firſt. Who did euer thanke 
God that he was not borne an hundred yeeres agoe, when 
ignorance ſpred ouer all, and all «/£gypr was _ = 

arke - 


come vnto vs, and ſay, your fathers loued ys well, and faid | 


Bur many Scrouls may bee written of our finnes, and | 


wo. LAM 


* 


| 


— — oy — 


of the ſong of Simeon, 


their ſentence is, Burne them. 


neuer ariſe againe to raigne any more; the 
which the Lord for his mercy 
ſake grant, 
Amen, 


FINIS. 


darkneſle ? or that the Lord hath nor left him to himſelſe to 
become an Atheiſt, or an Epicure, which hues without 
God inthe world 2 We haue all Gods gifts offered ys, but 
we haue refuſed them. Chriſt brought light, but wee had 
rather he had brought darknes, for we loue datkueſſe more 
then light, The Angels, the heauens, the word, the ſpirit, 
arclight, and we that ſee it, are darkneſſe, for we cannot a- 
bide light, but are like an Owle that flicth out of a bare 
field from the light of the day, ſuch a death is day vnto vs. 
Faith is lowne away, truth is become a pilgrime, and euery 
ſtring is out oſtune. He that ſhould weepe and be ſorrow- 
full, laughes: and truth is brought to the ground, yea poore 
truth is peſecuted to death: but ſinners are ſtubble, and 


How fine would be the way of vertue, if you would pare 
away the rubs that are in it, it you would take away all occa- 
fions of ſinne, and giue it gall to cate, and when you haue 
done ſo, ſet a crowne of thornes ypon the head thereof, 
and when you haue thus crowned it, make it carrie the 
croſſe, and when it hath carried the croſſe, condemae it, and 
when you haue condemned it, put it to death, and when ye 
haue put it to death, burie it; and when you haue buried 

it role a great ſtone vpon the head of it, and ſer watch- 

men to keepe it, euen faſting and praier, that ĩt may 
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ſaying j 


IONAH 1. I, 3. 
1 The word of the Lord came to Ionah the ſon of Amittai, 


2 Ariſe and goto Niniuic,that great Citie, and cry againſt 


it, for their wickedneſſe is come vp before me. 


I Ou haue heard the ſweet ſong of old fa- 
cher Simeon, like the pleaſant ſong of 8 
S>z| \weer bird before her death, ſetting forth 
AH the ioy of the righteous that embrace 
Chriſt Ie ſus. Before Chriſt Icſus vouchſa. 
2 ea to come to vs, we would not come vn- 
to him, but in all our doings we wrought our condemnati - 
on, and through the innumerable heaps of our iuiquities, la- 
boured to driue him without all hope of mercy from vs. So 
wee continued like flies, which flutter about the candle till 
they haue conſumed themſelues. When wee had done as 
muchas in vs lay to driue him away from vs, then hee ſaued 
vs, and tecompenced good for euill vnto vs. So that if God 
had loued vs no mote then wee loued our ſelues, wee 
might haue periſhed in our ſinnes , and our blood 
ſhould haue beene vpon our one heads. If Chriſt bee 
the light of the Gentiles, let vs embrace him, and euery 
one walke as becommeth the children of light : but ma- 
nie doe ſhut their cies agaiuſt it, left No ſhould ſee, 
and not onely many ſmorher their owne light, but the 
Sunne ſaich vnto the Moone, ſhine not; — the Moone 


ſaith 


| T he calling of lonah 
ſaith vnto the ſtars be notbright. And many have ſmoothred 
their light ſo long, that the dampe hath put out the candle; 
and thus they labour to bring the darkenaſſe of Egypt vp- 
on Goſben : lo that theic eies haue forgotten to ice, and 
lo many goe cut of the way, becauſe they would not looke 
vpon the candle, and the diuell giueth to euety one that 
which hee wiſheth, ſo it may bee for his hurt. But who 
can but pitty, that with the ſame Manna which commeth 
from heauen and feedeth many to life euetlaſting, ſo many 
are poiſoned and find in it nothing but the ſauour of eternal 
death? 

The Iewes had no cauſe to enuie our light, for he gaue 
them glory: hee was poore, and yet hee gaue them riches: 
hee was counted baſe, and yet hee made them honourable: 
hee was contemned, and yet he made them beloued: they 
were full of darkeneſſe, and hee brought them light ; but 
they contemned His light, and fo procured their one con- 
demnation, And theteſore now it is come to paſſe, that 
they are become vagabonds vpon the earth, and moſt 
contemned of all other Nations, and cuery people haue 
a dwelling, whereas ſince they prophecied euill vnto them- 
ſelues, ſaying ; His blood bee ypon vs and our children, 
goodneſle hath put on the face of baſhfulneſſe amongſt 
them. 

Jf chou embrace Chriſt as Simeon did, then Chriſt is 
thy glory; but if thy glory confiſt in beautie, which fa- 
deth; in gay cloth, which weareth; in wealth, which 
waſtetb; or in gold, which ruſteth; then Chriſt is not thy 

lorie. 
5 Wee haue gone long with an old man, and now we haue 
loſt him, but we are loth to part with him, he is ſuch a good 
companion, neuettheleſſe wee hope to finde him againe in 
[onab, 

Wee haue gone but ſlowly with him, as with an old 
man that is not very ſwift of foote ; but now we muſt cunne 
with Jonah as with a Poſt, left Niniuie be deſtroied. 

Tb 
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1. Sam. 10.9. 


The calling of Ionah 


The Prophec ie of Jonah. 

I neede not to ſhew the authority of Prophets: but 
concerning their ſotts and differences, there are three ſorts 
of Prophets. The firſt were ſuch, as called ypon the name 
of the Lord in praier for the people, and teceĩued an an- 
(wer from the Lord in the peoples behalfe: of which ſort 
was Samuel, and theſe were called Seers. A ſecond ſort of 
Prophets were ſuch as God raiſed to expound the Law, and 
declare the will of God ynto the people, when the prieſt 
and ſuch as ſhould dos ſo, were ſlicke in their callings, of 
which ſort was Eſay, Jeremy, Exechiel, Daniel, Hoſea, 
Joel, Amos, Obediah, and the reſt of the holy Prophets. 
A third ſort were ſuch as haue beene fince Chriſt, working 
ſuch like effects, of which fort was the Prophet Agabuu 
of whom mention is made in the 11. of the Acts, and 
28. verle, 

Now in the ſecond ſort of theſe, Was Ionab, whom God 
ſent to declare his will to his people, vnto whom alſo the 
Lord did reueale the ſubuerſion of kingdomes, the ouer- 
throw of Tribes, the captiuitie of Nations, the calamities 
that were to come vnto the ſonnes of men for iniquitie and 
rebellion againſt God. 

As all wiſe men were not borne at once, nor liued toge- 
ther: ſo theſe holy Prophets haue not beene at once, but 
were raiſed vp by the Lord God, ſome here ſome there, ac - 
cording io his pleaſure, and as hee ſaw the people ſtand in 
need of them, by reaſon of the corruption of the times. 

And furthermore, the Lord hath not at any time te- 
uealed vnto one of theſe, all things that might bee reuca- 
led, but as much as was ſufficient ſor them euery one in 
their times and places. Neither bath any of them told as 
much of the will of God as might bee declared · nor fully 
expounded his Lawes: but the Patriarkes left ſome to tlie 


Prophets, and the Prophets left ſome to the Apoſtles, but 
they haue left none for vs, but they haue all ſer open che 
whole will of God vnto vs, and euery Prophet now 


bringeth 


_— 


— 


T he calling of Jonah. 


bringeth only golde, myrthe and frankencenſc, like che 


wile men that came to ſee cur Lord. 

There are three things that mooued mee to take this 
ſtory in hand aboue all others, Firſt, becauſe you know 
the ſtory, and therefore can the better conceiue of the 
matter, as I goe forward with it. Secondly, becauſe it is 
briefe, and doth containe a great deale in a little. Third- 
ly, becauſe it is moſt agrecable for the time and Rate of 
this finful age wherein we liue, and therefore moſt con- 
ut nient for vs. It is manifeſt that Jonah lined in a very 
troubleſome time, namely, in the time of 7eroboam the 
ſonne of Ioaſb King of Iſrael, a wicked King , though 
not hee that is called the /ePoboam that made Iſrael to 
ſinne. For of this ſecond Ieroboam, in whoſe time he pro- 
phecied, it is written, 2. King. 14.24. he departed not 
from any of the ſinnes of Ieroboam that made Iſrael io fin; 
which commendeth the holineſſe of Jonah, in that he in 
the middeſt of the. corruption Where withall the people 
were ouc: flowne, was vncorrupted and vnſpotted, and 
called to be a Prophet amongſt the people of God. For 
he had prophecicd in Iſrael before he was ſent to Nini- 
uie,as the word alſo doth argue; which laieth open and 
magnifieth the great loue of God, in that he ſent a Pro 
phet to admoniſh this yngodiy people, when as hee 


ſhould haue ſent a thunder- bolt to terriſie them, or ra- 
ther vtterly to deſtioy them; ſo that thete mercy Rept | 


before iudgement. 
His name was /on49, which ſiguifieth a Doue, which 


admoniſheth vs, that as we labour to be as wiſe as Ser- | 
pents, ſo we ſhould a:fo defire that we might be as ſim- 


ple as Doues, His fathers name was Amittai, which ſig- 
nifiech truth. I would that Truth were cuery Preachers 
father, 

There are two ſpeciall things contained in this Hi- 
ſtorie, The firit, the great mercy of God ſhewed vnto 
three ſores of men: the Niniuites, Ionab, and the Mari- 
ners. 


1. Reg. 14 15. 


| 


T he calling of 1onah. 


nersinreſpe& of the Niniuites, that he ſent a Prophet to 
Ninivie, à Citie of the Gentiles, which were ſtrangers 
from the couenant, from the promiſe, & ſtrangers from 
the common wealth of //-ael,and conuerted them by his 
preaching,and ſo ſpared them now. 

In regard of /onab,that being, for his diſobedience in 
flying to Tarſpiſb, hen he was ſent to Niniuie, throwne 
into the ſea, he prepared a great whale to ſwallow him, 
and in his belly, euen in the bottome of the Sea, where 
there was no hope of life for him, pre ſerued bim: and af- 
cer three dayes deliuered him thence ſafe, and then caſt 
him not off, but continued him in bis calling, & wrought 
powerfully by him,both in the ſhip, conuerting the ido- 
latrous Mariners, and in Niniuie, humbling the King and 
the whole City. 

And laſtly, when he had moſt vn worthily doubly 
murmured and iuftified himſclfe againſt God, hee con. 
rented himſclfe with gentle and milde reptoofe of him. 
In conſideration of the Mariners, that hauing been idola- 
ters all their ues, & now in daunger, giuing the honor 
of God totheir owne fancies, God yet conuerteth them, 
ſo that they called vpon him, and ſacrificed, and made 
vowes vnto the true God, and by his mighty power, ha- 
uing the winde and ſeas calmed, were then and for cuer 
ſaued. 

The ſecond thing is Jonah; fall, and riſing againe. His 


| fall, firſt finning , both flying from God, & murmuring, 


and therein iuftifying himſelfe: ſecondly, ſuſtaining his 
puniſhment, manifold and long feares, caſting into the 
ſea, and continuing inthe Whales belly three daies, and 
| afterward his reptoofe and conuiction. His tiſing, firſt 
repenting in the ſhip,in the belly ofthe Whale, and be. 
ing caſt out of it, Then alſo faitliſully diſcharging his 
duety, crying againſt Niniuie couragiouſly, 

We haue ſcene Jonah a far off, it we would wee might 


"| ſee him neeter. He that recciues a Prophet in the name 


” 


L 


* 
* 


T he calling of Jonah. 


— —— — 


of a Prophet, ſnall receiue a prophets reward, Therefore 
let vs prepare our cares to heare,andrecciue the word of 
God preached by the Miniſters, and let vs thinke that 
lon ah is come againe to our houſes to preach, and whe- 
ther it be 30. daies, or qo. weelces, or 40. yeeres, they 
that liue like Sodome, ſhall be puniſhed like Sodome. But 
as our Sauiour ſaith to his diſciples, Pray that yow flight be 
not in winter, nor on the Sabbath: ſo ſay I vnto you, pray 
that the Lords comming be not on the weeke daics, for 
if he come then, how ſhould he find you? Therefore] 
pray you learn at leaſt now, and giue good eate, that you 
may heare ſufficient ſor all the weeke. 


The word of the Lord came to Ionah the ſonne of Amit. 
14i,ſaymng: Ariſe and goe to Nininie, &c. 

Herein | obſerue, that /onah went not before he was 
ſent: for going to preach vnto the Gentiles, it was need- 
full that he ſhould haue a ſpeciall calling and commiſſion 
from the Lord himſelfe: ſot it was yameete to caſt the 
childrens bread vnto the dogges, vnleſſe he had a ſpeciall 
commandement from God ſo to doe. 

None ought to take vpon him the function of prea- 
ching in the Church, vunleſſe they haue their watrant or 
authority from God, as Aaron had. And although they 


haue not their authoritie in that forme and manner as 


[onah had his, (namely, ) as it were by word of mouth, e- 
uen from God himſelfe, Ariſe and gee to Ninime: yet they 


mult haue their warrant from him, elſe their calling is 


vnlaweſull. 

But now heete is another authority crept into the 
Church, that makes ſo many Idolls, which haue eyes and 
ſer not, tongues and ſpeak not, eates and heare not, and 
that is this, when one ſtalleth vp another into Moilcs 
chaire, not hauing Moſes rodde, nor Moſes ſpirit. But 
this gall will not hold ſpurring. Further I obſerue, that 
as the word of the Lord came to Jonah ſo the word of 


the 


— 


Matth. 24.21. 


He b. 5.4. 
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2. dam. 7. 
1. Chron. 17. 


2. King 4, 


Dan. 2. 30. 


Ihe calling of lonah, 


the pope came to his Prieſts , Ieſuits, & Seminaries, but 
ſo and in ſuch ſort many times, that they are diane to 
Ii\borne'while maſſes are ſaid for them at Rome, 

The word of the Lord came vnto lonab, c&c. 

That which came vnto him was not alwaics with him, 
but ſo it was, that when the word of the Lord came vn- 
to any of the Prophets, then they were well furniſhed 
with abilitie to teach, to preach, to reprooue,or to com- 
maund homſoeuer the Lord would haue ſo handled. 
As by example: Nathan the Prophet bid Dauid the 
King. that hee ſhould build a Temple, 2. Sam. 7. and 1. 
Chron. 17. And a lite after he came and bid him that 
he ſhould not build it. Where we ſee, that when he bid 
him build it , then the Spirit ofthe Lord came not vnto 
him to bid him ſo to doe. And therefore the Spirit of 
God came vnto him the very ſame night, and bid him 
that he ſhould goe to Dauid, and bid him that he ſhould 
not build it. For this is euident, that as God himſelfe is 
conſtant, fo his Spirit and his word are conſtant , and 
therefore neuer ſaith aud ynſaith one thing. 

Againe, the Prophet Eliſha ſaid, 2. King. 4. that the 
Shunamites heart was grieued, but the Lord had hid it 
from him: and had. not as then declared the ſame ynto 
him: which doth note varo vs, that the ſame word 
whereby the Lord hath, and doeth reucale maruellous 
things vnto the Prophets, was not now vpon him, ney- 
ther is alwaies vpon any Prophet, but according to the 
will of God it comes vnto them ,to reucale vnto them 
what he would haue them to doe, and when it pleaſeth 
him. 

Ado Daniel ſaid, that the Lord did not rencsle the 
Kings dreame vnto him, for any wiſdome that hee had 
more then any liuing, but onely for the Kings ſake, and 
forthe poore people of Gods fake : and fo you muſt 
thinke of vs that are the Miniſters of the Goſpell, that 
the Lord doeth not reueale his will vnto vs, for any wiſ- 

dome 


— 


ET: i T he calling of Ionab. 


dom or worthines that is in vs, more then other men, but 
for your ſakes, & that we might reueale it to you. Ther · 
fore heare ys euen for this cauſe, becauſe the Lord hath 
teuealed ynto ys theſe things for your ſakes and good. 
From the calling we come to the charge, 
Ariſe and gos to Ninius that great ce. 
God commeth and finderh vs all aſleepe, then he bids 
vs ariſe;for they are not fic to conuert others, which are 
not yet conuerted themſelues. according to that ſaying 


thy brethren, teaching them by your experience. 

Now adaics men take vpon them to reprooue others 
for committiag ſuch things as themſelues haue practi- 
ſed, and do ptactiſe without amendement, notwithſtan- 
ding their Ki nce in teaching others their dutie; they 


bles, that is, Fo//ow mo. Therefore theſe are like ſome Tay- 
lors which are very buſie in decking and tricking vp of 
others, but goe both bare and beggerly themſelues. Yer 
will not let vs plucke out the mote that is in their 
eyes, vatill wee haue plucked out the beame which is in 
our owue eyes. 
Go to Niniwie. 
Niniuie was the greateſt and the antienteſt Citie inthe 
land of Aſſyria, and the name of it ſignified Beautiful, 
which name was giuen it, rather for the greatnoſſe and 
beautie thereof, then for the name of Aſhur, which. was 
the builder and firſt founder thereof, as we teade in the 
booke of Geneſis. It had a faite name, but foule deedes, 
like this Citie. 
Goto Nininie, & tr. 

God would not ſuffer any people to bee vntaughtz; 
therefore he hath written this name in great letters, eaſie 
to beereadof all. The heauens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament ſheweth the work of his hands, They 
haue no ſpeech nor language vithout them is their 


of Chriſt to Peter: When thou art conuerted, ſtrengthen 


can teach all the docttine of Chriſt ſauing three ſylla- | 


Luk. 22.30. 


Gen. 10.11. 


voyce 


55 


Plal. 79.1. 1. 3. 


Gen. s. 
Gen. 19. 
Act. 16.6. 


Reu. 2. 5. 
t. Cor. 10. 12. 


Rom. i. 19. 20. 


The calling lonab, 


voyce heard. Their line is gone toorth through all the 
earch, & theit words into the ends of the world. In them 
ic manifeſt for all what may bee kno wne of God, Fot his 
etetnall power and God-head are ſeene by the creation 
of the world: but eſpecially hee teacheth ſome by his 
word alſo. Therefore he ſent vnto the old world Noah, 
Lotto Sodome, Moiles to Iſrael, andheere Jonah to Ni- 
niuie. But when Paul with Silas and Timothy had gone 
throughout Phrygia, and the region of. Galatia, they 
were forbidden of the Holy ghoſt to preach the word 
in Aſia. Then came they to Myſia, andſoughe to goe 
into Bichynia,bur the ſpirit ſuffered them not. 


Goeto Niniuie. 

The Lewes would not hcare the wod of God by [onab, 
and therefore the Lord ſent him to Niniuie. They that 
grieue the ſpirit,quench the ſpirit. Then goes the Pro- 
phet from Samaria to Niniuie. T he word was in Sama- 
ria it went thence to Niniuie: the Goſpell was at Ephe- 
ſas, it is come into-England: it is gone out of the Citie, 
but it may depart from England againe . If any chinke 
chat he ſtandeth, let him take heede left he fall. 

gut the Prophet goes from Samaria to Niniuie, that 

vas, boch to ſhake off the duli of his fcete, to witneſſe a- 

1inft them their obſtinacie and hardnes of heart: and 
fecondly, to let them ſee that the wicked Gentiles were 
more righiteous chen they, in that they repented at the 
voyce of one Prophet; yea and that with one ſermon: | 
whereas themſe lues reſuſed, and reſiſted all the holy and 
worthy Prophets that God ſent voto them. And thirds! 
ly it may bee to ſigniſie, that the Iewes for their con · 
rempt aud negligence ſhould be reictted :and che Gen- | 
tiles ſhould be teceiued into the fauor of God, that they 
might bee an holy and ſonꝰified people vnto the Lord, 


in their trouble. 


That 
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That great Citie, 

Niniuic badfifteen hundred towers in it, as ſome doe | 1002-471. 
write, and a hundred & twenty thouſand little children 
(as ĩt is noted in the end of this ſtory) therefore it may 
well be called a great City: but the greater it was, the 
more vngodly it was. For as one man taketh ſickneſſe of 
another: ſo one man is infected by the wicked wordes 
and ill example of another, and ſo taught to ſinne the | 


more, till the meaſure of ſinne be full. 
And cry againſt it, &c. | 
Firſt God biddeth him; Ariſe and ſhake off all impes | 
diments, & then to goe andcall them to the battell, and 
now he bids him cry out againſt them, and fo terrific | 
them, Euery Prophet is a crier, as appeareth where the 


| Lord biddeth Eſay to lift vp his voice like a trumpet, E- Efay 48.7. 


uery Prophet muſt both bee plaine and bold, and this 
many times maketh the poore ſeruants of God to ſpeake 

their mindes as plaine and bold, as if th:y fate in iudge- | 

ment, /ohn was a voyce, a voyce would not ſerue, he was | Luk. 3. 
the voice of a cryer, and yet hee could not make all the 
crooked ſtraight, nor the rough plaine. 

And becauſe all the Preachers ofthe Goſpell ſhould 
cry, that is, prezch zealouſly, inthe ſecond of the Actes 
it is writtenz The Holy ghoſt came downe in fire and 
tongues : but this fire is quenched, and the tongues are 
tied vp; ſo that they that ſhould cry are ſtatke dumbe: 
but though they cannot fpeake, they can ſee, they can 
(ee ifa great benefice fall, though it be an hundred mites | 
oft: and Pharaoh had more care of his ſheepe , then wee | 
haue of our ſoules. | 

If Preachers were not deafe , they needed not to crie | 
one to another; but ſuch is the dumbneſſe of Preachers, 
and the deafenes of all ſorts ofhearers, that there is great 
ſlownelle of followers , ſo that there is but little good 
done, and but a few fruits gathered. 
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Mat. 26. 70. 


72 74. 
Prou. 28.9. 


Le. 19.17. 


fered Chriſt, firſt on the right ſide, then on the left fide, 


-fore will not leaue til he hath by crying ſlaine either you, 


T he calling of Ionah. 


If ye were not deaſe, we neede not to crie, but becauſe 
yee be dull of hearing, therefore wee cry with mouth, 
with heart, with hand, with foote, and with all the pow- 
ers of our bodics vnto you, and yet how little do you re- 
gard it ? But are not ye commanded to heare as well as 
we to cry / Let the cocke croweth when men ate aſleep, 
yea the cocke croweth, and ſtill Peter yet denieth his 
Maſter, 

Before you cry ynto the Lord, heare what the word 
crieth ynto you, and let not your workes ctie for ven- 
geance while your tongues cry for mercie. 

When men heare the Preacher ſpeake againſt pride, 
hypocrifie, couetouſneſſe, or anie other ſinue, then they 
looke one ypon another, as though it belonged not vnto 
them: but who can ſay his heart is cleane? 

And cry againſt it, 
Our ſins buffet God on euerie fide, as the Tewes buf- 


and neuet leaue till they haue prouoked him tocry a- 
gainſt vs. When God cties. then we ſhould weepe, con- 
ſidering wherefore hee cries: for there is nothing that 
can prouoke the Lord to cry but finne, and that hee ever 
crieth againft, Doe what you will , and ſay what you 
will, and the Lord will not be offended with you, vnleſſe 
you finne but if you commit ſinne, he is iuſt, and there · 


or finne, that raignes in you. Fot as an angrie man cuet 
pus ſueth that which he hateth, vntill he hach deſttoĩed it: 
ſo the Lord croſſeth and ſolloweth vs with his iudge- 
ments, vntill he hath ſlaine that which molt deadly hee 
hateth, ſinne. 
And cry againſt it ce. 

Reproofe is the neceſſarieſt office, yet is it leaſt regar- 
ded, yea moſt abhorred . For now wee thinke if one te- 
proue vs, he hateth vs. But the Lord ſaith, Leviticus 19. 


Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart, thou ſhale 
reproue 


ee 


| 


| 
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re proue him, & ſuffer him not to ſinne: noting thereby, 
that if we flatter any in their ſinne, or ſee them ſinne, and 
not reproue them for it, it is a manifeſt figne that we doe 
it of hatted, how great loue and good will ſoeuer wee 
pretend toward the : ſeeing the matter tends to the hurt 
of their ſoules, and the offence of God. 

Yea,ifa Preacher reproue finne, heis thought to doe 
icof hacred,or of ſome particular grudge and to be too 
buſie, too bitter, too ſharpe, too tough, and therefore 
ſay, he ſhould preach Gods loue and mercy, for he is a 
Preacher of the goſpell, he tells vs of, & threatens with 
the law, and ſo throwes vs downe too low, ſome to de- 
ſpaire: as though we preached the law onely, ot chicfly, 
and not the Goſpel alſo continually, to them that loath 
and ſtriue againſt their ſinnes, though they ſinne gree- 
uouſly. Others, as though they were galled, will fay, let 
him keep his text, ot they will ſay, he is be ſide his booke: 
as though no text in Scripture reproued ſinne, and fo 
of all doctrines, the doctrine of reproofe and reprehen- 
ſion of ſinne, is moſt contemned, and leaſt eſteemed. 
But let a Preacher preach darke myſteries, or prophane 
ſpeeches, or vnptofitable fables, or friuolous queſtions, 
or curious inuentions, or odde conceits, or btsine- ſicke 
dreames, and any of theſe will be more welcome ynto 
them then reprehenſion, which is moſt profitable and 
neceſſarieſtof all. Balaams Aſſe neuer ſpake but once, 
and then he reproued. Then if Balaams Aſſe reproued 
Balaam, how much more oughe Balaam to reprooue 
Aſſes, or ſuch as will be no otherwiſe then beaſts in their 
behauiour? But perſwade your ſelues beloued, which is 
moſttiue, though we ſpeake as if we were angry with 


you, and threaten as if we would hurt you, and crie a- 


gꝛinſt you as if we hated you, yet we loue you in the dee. 
reſt blood we haue, and therefore, though with perſe- 
cution we preach the law to leade you to the Goſp«1'; 
wepreach iudgement, that you may finde mercie; wee 
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Iohn 16.12, 
Ioh.21· 25. 
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and 22, 


Iſa. 40. 6. 7. 
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preach hel to bring you to heauen; whatſoeuer & how 
ſocuer,we preach, we doe all to fill your hearts with joy 
in belecuing, and hauing made you fruicſull in all good 
workes, pre ſent you without ſpot, nay glorious alſo, as a 
virgin moſt beautifull, to the Lord of all grace & glorie, 
Chriſt Ieſus. 

Hitherto we haue heard of Ianab called, and charged 
to cry: but what ſhould he cry ? Indeede it is not expteſ- 
ſed in this place. But what then? Why then the Papiſts 
may ſay, that he was charged to crie agaiaſt them for 
neglecting thcir traditions. Aſſuredly they may with as 
great trueth and as much probabilitie, as they doc gather 
out of diuers places of the new Teſtament, that they 
ought to be obſerued. But /onab hath not left it doubt- 
full what he was to cry, for in the third chapter, verſe 2. 
the charge is — thus expreſſed: Goe and pro- 
claime againſt it the proclamation which I ſpeake vnto 
thee, He wasthen to cry what God had commanded 
him. O that none would ctie but what God had com- 
manded | 

But what did God command him to cric ? cuen that 
which he afterward cried; Yet fortie daics, and Niniuie 
ſhall be ouerturned, Querturned ? yea ancient Niniuie, 
faire Niniuie, proud Ninivie muſt be deſtroyed, No 
man fits ſo high, but deſtruction fits aboue him, and will 
fall on all that perſiſt in their defetion. Iuſtice would 
haue come againſt them, before it cried againſt thẽ; but 
God the molt gratious would haue them cried againſt, 
that they —— cry out, woe and alas for their ſinnes, ſo 
preuenting deſeru:d and threatne d vengeance: for they 
hearing the crie of God, cried out themſelues, and that 
in great humbling to God, ſo God heard their cries, and 
toole pitty on them. 

Iſaiah was commanded to cry, and he cried: Allſlcſh 
is graſſe, yea all the glorie thereof like the flower of the 
field. The graſſe withetech, the flower ſadeth when the 
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ſpirit of Iehouah bloweth on ir, Surelie the people is 
gralſe. Iohn was commanded in the ſpirit of Eliahto 
cry, andhe cried, Prepare the way of Ichouab, make 
even inthe deſert a path for our God, And /en4h was 
commanded to ery, and he cried : Ter fortie daies, and 
Ninixie ſhall be eonerthrowne, And all the Preachers of 
the goſpell are commaunded to cry, and that aloxde, 
not to ſpare, to lift yp their voyces like a trumpet, to 
ſhew Gods people their defeRions, and the houſe of la- 
cob their ſinnes. And then alſo, ifthey thereby be truely 
humbled, to proclaime vnto them, their iniquitie is par- 
doned, they haue receiued at the hand of Ichouah dou. 
ble for all their ſinnes. It is required of the diſpeſers of God; 
ſecrets, that they be found faithful, And woe to them 
| that loue the pleaſures of ſinne, more then the glory of 


For their wicksdneſſs ts come vp before me. 
For, ccc. We haue heard the charge it ſelſe giuen, hea · 
uy ne wes, that a moſt beautifull Citie, a mott rich Citie, 
a moſt populous Citie, and a moſt ancient Citie, muſt 


Iſa, 40.4, 
1. Cor. 4.4. 


be ouerturned, and that within fortie daies; what is the 
cauſe? Their wickednes is come vp before me: as if hee 
had ſaid, Niniuie hath followed ber luſts, and forgotten 

the Law, to ſatisfie her deſires; ſhe hath notoriouſly diſs. 
piſed her ſoueraigne, deſied all wel- meaning, all good 
dealing: and this is known to the iuſt Judge, and at his 
barre ſhe is arraighed, and her accuſers Hand crying at 
the barre foriuſtice, Therefore ſhe may no longer bee 

ſotborne, execution of iuſtice muſt needs be done: let 

her therefore prepare for deach;and chat ſhe may Cry a- 

$4inft ber. yet fortie dates and Niniuie ſhallbe auert urned: 

for their wickedueſſe ts come vp before me. 

When God ſends criers vnto a people, it is a moſt ma- 

niſeſt ſigne that their wickednes is come vp before him, 

which doth cauſe him thus to exclaime, thus to cry out 

againſt them. And then if they will not repent whileſt 
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Gods criert continue crying amongft them, the Lord of 
Hoſtes will rite vp in armes againſt them. 
Their wickedneſſe. | 

Will you ſee the Niniuites ſins in a ſcroll, that wichall 
you the daughters of Niniuje may ſee, that wealth and 
wickednes goe together, proſperity and ſecuritie kiſſe 
each others Niniuie (faith Nahum) was like a poole of 
waters, moſt populous,and full of all tore, which to in- 
creaſe, it was wholly full of lying, deceit & fraud, full of 
robberie,oppreſſion, and all violence, a bloodie Citie: 
whereby it encreaſed in wealth, they flouriſhed in ho. 
nour and glory, and therefore as Zephaniah hath it, was 
a rcioycing, a rioting Citie, ſate ſecurely, and proudly 
conremned others,ſaying, Il am, and none is beſides me. 
Moreouer,it was the Miſtris of witchcrafts, a moſt ido- 
latrous citie, yea ſold people through her whoredomes, 
and Nations — her witcheraſts, and made other 
idolatrous like her ſelfe, as 2 Kin. 16. 10. 

Their wickedneſſe is come vp before me, 

Sinne mounts vp on hie, like the tempter which led 
Chriſt yntotherop ofthe pinacle, to behold al the plea- 
ſures ofthe world at once, and then becauſe wee haue 
falne down'before the god of this world, and tempted 
the God of heauen, whether he be iuſt , or no; therefore 
wrath ſpeakes out of the fire, Now thou haſt taken thy 
pleaſure, th ou muſt take alſo thy puniſhment. 

A moſt heauy and greeuous thing it is, if you knew 
what you are Coing here, and what your ſinnes ate do- 
ing at the barre of Gods iuſt iudgement. For euen now 
before you came hither, you were ſeruing the diuell in 
fiane,but nowit is too late toſpeake of it, and where are 
they now ? fichh and blood could not ſtay them, nature 
could not ſtaythem, pleaſures could not ſtay them, ri- | 
ches could not ſtay them, nor they could not ſtay them- 
ſelues, but they are aſcended vp before the face of the 
eternall God, to ſtand at his barre and cty for vengeance 

to 
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to fall vpon vs, for committing ſuch hainous ſinnes a- 
gainſc the maieſty of God, 

An arrow is ſwift, the Sunne is ſwifter, but ſinne is 
ſwifteſt ofall : for in a moment it is committed on earth, 
it comes before God in heauen, & is condemned to hell, 
for though Nimrod could not climbe vp to heauen, his 
finnes flew vp to heauen : and though wee ſtay below, 
our ſinnes aſcend high, like the tower of Nimrod, but 
they fling vs down to conſuſion, & we become Babel, 
For when we fitme we are as theſhel-fiſh which the Ea- 
gleraketh,and flieth into the aire with, and then letteth 
it fall vpon the rockes, and ſo daſheth it in peeces, and 
then deuouresit. For the wrath of God taketh vs vp 
on hie, and throweth vs downe low vpon the rockes of 
ſhame and contempt, and terrour of conſcience; and ſo 
hauing cruſhed vs, & bruiſed our very bones, conſumes 
vs with double death, the graue deuouting ys, hel ſwal- 
lowing vs. 

Ii come vp before me, 
Tothem which aske, how our ſinnes aſcend and flic 


. | yp before God; Janſwer, God here ſpeakes vnto vs af- 


ter the maner of men, who cannot ſee a thing afore it be 
brought vnto them, euen where they are, and before 
them. So that hereby is ſigniſied God had ſeene their 
wickedneſle. 

We faſt as before him, we pray as before him, we giue 
almes as before him, and wee doe euery good thing as 
before him, becauſe we doe it freely, and as it were, not 
caring wholooks vpon vs, But we ſinne as behind him, 
becauſe we hide ard cloke our ſinnes, and commit them 
in ſecret, loath that men ſhould ſpie them: our conſci- 
ence in ſuch actions accuſing vs, & inſtantly telling vs, 
we are about that which we cannot iuſtifie. And wee 
ſuppoſe that we ſinne behinde him, becauſe wee ſinne 
here below, ſaying with our ſe lues in the conſideration 
of our blinded hearts, as Eliphaz accuſed lob to haue 

ſ:id: 
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ſaid : Is not God in the height ofheauen ? and ſee the 
highneſſe of the ſtatres, ho high are they? Therefore 
how ſhould God know it 2 Should he be able to ſee 
through the darke ? The thicke cloudes are a coucring 
to him, that he may not ſee, and hee walketh vp and 
downe the round circle of the heauens. But then chief. 
ly we imagine that God beholds vs not, when men can- 
not ſee vs: as if God could not now,, what man can- 
not ſpie. But let vs not deceiue our ſelues, for God ſeeth 
not as man ſeeth. Man can ſee but only out ward things 
committed in action, but God ſeeth, and knoweth, and 
ſearcheth the ſecrets of the heart, yea the ſecreteſt 
thoughts and imaginations of it. Againe, man can ſee 
but one thing at once, he cannot turne his tiglt eye one 
way, & left eie another: he cannot ſee before him & be- 
hinde him with one looke : but God ſeeth all things at 
all times. Though we ſinne as cloſely as we can for — 
ofhatred, ot ſhame of the world, or for any other te- 
ſpect, yet God ſaith, your ſinne is come vp beſore mee. 
For though we couer it, and hide it, and colour it, yea 
and as it were bury it as well as lieth in vs, yet all is open 
ynto him: therefore he ſaith, your ſinne is come — 
fore me. 

For when we ſpeake euill, he is all eares to heate vs, 
and when we doe cuill , he is all eyes to beholde it: 
Therefore, O fooliſh man, doe not thinke that God ſec- 
eth not which man ſeeth not: for when he lookes yp, he 
ſees all below alſo, and when he lookes downe, he ſees 
all aboue alſo. If he ſhould not, much wickednefſe ſhould 
lie in darknes ynrewarded,and men ſhould not be terri- 
fied from ſinne, but rather by the example of other al- 
luredto ſinne freely ſecretly. For Ananias might haue 
gained by his craft, if God had not ſeene his heart, which 
men ſaw not: but God ſaw his diſtruſtfull, and difſcm- 
bling, and corrupt heart, therefore he loſt his goods, and 
his life too. 


I 


— 


— 


—— 


Th: calling of 1 onab. 


If God had not ſeene that which men ſee not, Ge- 
hezi might haue gained a bribe for his labour, when he 
ranne a Naaman the Aſſyrian, & tolde him a lie for 
his profit. But God ſeeing his ferches, which men ſaw 
not, turned his bribe to a leproſie, and ſo made him a lea- 
per for his labour. A feareſull example for ſuch as take 
bribes, yet many care not whatbribcs they take, ſo men 
ſee it not. 

The man that ſaid, Be merry my ſoule, and take thy 
pleaſure for many yeares, might haue done it, had not 
God ſeene him: but hee eſpied him falling to godleſſe 
ſecutitie, and threatned him, that night to bereaue him 
of his ſoule . Forget it not yee that abound in wealth, 
whoſe cup runneth ouer. If God had not ſeene Achan 
take vp the peece of gold, he had kept it to himiſelfe for 
his labour, and no man ſhould haue knowne where he 
had it. But God ſcciag it (though cloſely done) re war. 
ded him with ſhame in the ſight of all Iſrael, O Lord, 
what is inan that thou ſo mates him ? Achan would 
neuer haue ſtolẽ if he had known that God did ſee him, 
Gehezi durſt neuer haue taken a bribe, if he had thought 
that God beheld his doings. Wilt thou ſteale, the owner 
looking on thee ? Wilt thou ſpeake treaſon inthe kings | 
hearing?neicher would we lie, nor ſweare, norſteale, nor 
hurt, nor be prophane at any time, if we cõſider that the 
Lord ſeth vs, & remembred that he watcheth vs: if we 
would do this, ſinne might go a begging for want of ſer- 
uice, Therefore if you wil marke but this pait of my ſer- 
mon, that God ſeeth ell, you would refraine from thoſe 
things ſecretly, that are tothe offence of God, which 
you for feare or ſhame wil not doe before men : and you 
would ſay euen whe your had is at ĩt, I wil not do it, be- 
cauſe rhe Lord ſeeth me. But as when we ſin though in 
ſectet, he is all cies to ſee vs, & when he ſees it requilite to 
make ſome example, to teach all, that when man cannot 
not wil not diſcouer vs, he will ſhew that be ſaw vs; then 

he 
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he is all hand to puniſh ard plague vs, and in the end, to 
roote vs out from all our pleaſures: ſo when we repent, 
he is all mercie and lou:; and when we amend ourliues, 
and leaue all our wicked waies, to walke before him e- 
ver after in holines, then he is all truth and tighteouſnes, 
to forgiue vs all our former wicked life, and co wafh ys 
from all our yncleannes, Now therefore repent thee of 
all the euill that thou haſt done, lament truly, runne and 
hie thee as faſt as euet thou canſtts the throne of grace, 
prone whether thy repentance will not as boldly ſtand 
before God, and as powerfully cry for pardon, as thy 
finnes (peedily came vp before God, and vehemently 
cried fhr puniſhment. No doubt the Angel that cry- 
ed;Fallen is, fallen is Babylon the great, Reu. 18.2.though 
he cried yehemenely with a loud voyce, cried not fo au · 
dibly as thou ſhalt heare the ſpitit of truth crying & al. 
ſuring thee thy ſins are forgiuen thee; the God of glo- 
rie loueth thee, ſinne ſhall no longer taigne in thee, no 
euill ſhall hurt thee, no good thing ſhall be wanting to 
thee, all chings ſhall work togetherto the beſt for thee. 
Wilt thou any more? he ſhall euer dwell wich thee, in 
whoſe preſence is the fulnes of ioy, and at his right hand 
pleaſure for euermote. Repent therefore, but repent 
truely, loath all ſinne, gricue that thou haſt commitced 
any,flis euery ſinne, yea whatſocuer eccafions of it, and 
a'lappearance of euill: but loue the truth alſo, and fol- 
low all holines, & as much as in you is, haue peace with 
all men, and the God of peace will encteaſe your peace 
in Chriſt Ie ſus. 

All which euen this point that we ſpeake of, viz. 
what ſoeuer we do, God ſeeth ys, moſt ſufficiently aſſu- 
te th vs of: for this ſo often repeated ſpeech, Reu. 2. 2. 
9.1 3. and 3. 1. 8. 35. J Hoem thy worker; is ſpoken as to 
rouſe the dead Sardians, 3. 1. and to heate the Juke- 
warme Laodiceans, 3. 15. ſo to commend the faith, hope 
loue, patience, &c. of the other Churches, and ſo to (ta- 


i 
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bliſh, and fer them forward therein, knowing be is iuſt, 

and a liberal rewarder of them that ſeeke him, Heb. x 1. 6. 
Their Wichadneſſe is come vp before me. * 

Sinne once committed, caſts no doubts of comming 

preſently before God: but the thoughts of the heart of 


che carnall man thinking of the way to heauen, are the 


faint Spies that went to the nd of Cannan, which ſay, 
that journey is farther then you are able to goe all 
life, the way is like a thicket, & the doore like a needles 
eie: therefote it is impoſſible for you to come thither. 
But hen you ſend faith, hope, & loue, ( thoſe meſſen- 
gers of peace and truth) they will bring you word, ſay- 
ing, your ruff es muſt bee rufled, and your fardingales 
cruſhr, pride muſt be put off, and other ſinnes; and none 
ſhall be kept out of heauen, but ſuch as loue the world 
better then heauen, or ſuch as will take their ſinnes with 
them; for they bee vnſeeming the faſhion of that coun» 
trie: ſo that ere we come thither, wee muſt leaue 
them; like the ſhadow when wee goe into the 
doore, and wee muſt ſhake hands 
with them , and bid them 

farewell, 
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THE REBELLION 
OF IONAH, 


3 But lonah roſe vp toflie vnto Tarſhiſh from the preſence of 
the Lerd, and went downe to Iapho, and found a forp going 
to T arſhiſh:/o bee paid the fare thereof that he mig t got 

wirht hem to Tarſbiſb from the preſence of the Lord. 


He charge — to Jonah hath hi- 
therto bin ſpoken of, now it fol- 
loweth to be fhewed, how it was 
da by Ianah diſcharged, Firſt [onah 
s rebellioufly negleRed it, then be- 
ing chaſtiſed, and ſo rep ning, 
| SES he faithfully diſcharged it. Firſt 

— A therefore let vs conſider his re- 
bellion: after ward we ſhall ſee his correction. , 

But Tonab reſe vp to flie to Tar(h1ſ from the preſence of 

the Lord. 

We cannot ſtand to ſpeake of Tarſhiſh, nor what it is 
toflie from God, but this ſhall be our meditation: /onab | 
che Prophet was commaunded to po to Niniuie, and 
chere to cry out againſt ſin, to preach againſt pride, and 
all kind of vngodlineſſe, thereby to reclaime them, and 
ſlirre them vp, in lay ing open their ſinne, and the pu-| 
niſhmene that banged ouer them, that they might ſpee-| 
dily repent, and ſo turne away from them the wrath of 
God thereby deſerued. How beautifull ſhould baue 
beene the ſeete of him that ſhould haue brought ſo pow-| 
erſull a meſſage, as ſhould haue wronghe ſuch an hap- | 


py effect? How bleiſed ſhould Niuiuie haue — 
hen 


ce —_— — — 
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when the Lord bad vouchſafed them ſo great mercie? 
but G1ll one ſſie or other marres the whole box of oynt- 
meat: As ſoone as he was commanded to goe thither, 
Satan ſtood inthe gap, aud enticed him to goe to Tat» 
ſhiſh, for he thought, that if he could let /onah from go- 
ing to Niniuie, then firſt of all he ſhould put a firgular 
Prophet out of Gods fauour, and bring vpon him ſome 
iudgement,not onely inward, as torment of couſcience, 
decay of gifts, ar the like: but viſible alſo, whereby the 
people to whom he had preached, might, thinke he was 
ſome falſe Prophet, as they are euer ready to condemne 


for hated of God, whom they ſee grieuouſly afflicted. 
| And ſo ſecondly the people ſhould be hardened in their 


ſias, and obſtinately condemne euer after, him, his like, 


and their preaching too. Andthirdly ,. the godlieſt, the 
molt populous, & the wealthieſt City in Aſſyria ſhould 
be deſtroyed, the good with the wicked, the yong with 
the old, one with another, all ſhould vnrepentant die in 
the ir ſinnes, and ſo the vety Angels in heauen ſhould 
mourne. So that he thought he ſhould by ſtopping Jonah, 
tucry way gaine well by his labour. 

| Therefore he comes to Ionab, he flatters him, he rempes 
him, thus he begins with him: It is good that men looke 
before they leape, haſte makes waſte, words are not al- 
| waies to be taken as they properly ſignific: one thing 
is oſten ſpoken, and another meant : but thinkeſt thou 
God meaneth thou ſhouldeſt gos to Niniuy ? Why 7 
deth he regard idolaters, and his profeſſed enemies, ſo 
at to haue them admeniſhed of their ruine, he will 
briag ſhame vpon his own people? for the very going 
of a Prophet from Iſrael to preach to Niniuy, muſi needs 
proclaime that there is more hope of molt finfuli Gen- 
tiles then of natutall Iſraclites. And how couldeſt thou 
ſeeme ſo to thinke of thine owne Nation, thine ou ne 
brethren, thine owne blood, the choſen of God? Or if 
thou doe, ſhalt thou not thereby procure their vttet ha- 
tred 


—ů 


Eccl. 10.1. 
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ered ſot euer, and make them to deteſt both thy perſon, 
and whatſocuer thy preaching , whatſocuer thou haft 
beeretofore,or heareaſtet ſhalt teach them? 

What ? for thy faithfull prophecying heere among 
Gods people, will God, thinkeſt thou, recompence thee, 
thee whom he hath made reuerend, and to be honoured 
of Kings and Princes of Iſrael: recompence, 1 ſay, thee 
with ſhame and contempt among heathens, yea, with a 
cruell death,or witha more miſerable life ? what o- 
cher ſucceſſemaybee hoped for at the Niniuites hands 
of ſuch a meſſage by thee? For thou knoweſt they haue 
all Tewes in contempt : therefore when thou ſhalt come 
among them, and tell them not theſe ſew words onely, 
and in this forme which God hath ſpoken them ingfor if 
thou ſo doe who will not count thee rather a mad-man 
then Gods But at large, that there is one all- 
ſeeing, moſt iuſt, almighty, and euerliuing God, and 
no moe? and fo all their gods are no gods but idols: and 


that they aboue all other haue —— his glory to ſtockes 


and ſtones, worſhipping them for gods, alluring and en- 
forcing others likewiſe to diſhonor him: that they haue 
abuſed his bleſſings moſt yathankfully, moſt vngodly to 
all exceſſe, and are moſt contemners of their bet- 
cers, & moſt notorious drunkards, gluttons, fornicators, 
adulterers, theeu — witches, murtherers, and 
tho like; & therefore haue ſo prouolced him that is moſt 
merciful & patient, that he will without all pity deſtroy 
man,woman,yong and old, high and low among them; 
yea,their very Citic alſo, and all that is therein, where- 
by they haue beene ſo wicked, and that within — 
daies. 

When, ] ſay, thou being a Tew , ſhalt tell them this, 
thus in deſpight reuile ( for ſo they will take it) thus vt. 
tetly condemne them and their gods: will not the beſt 
of them mocke and deſpiſe thee ? will not the reft gnaſh 
their teeth at thee, bee readie to teare thee in peeces, put | 

thee 
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thee ro exquiſite rorments,condemne thee to ſome hor- 
rible death, or continue thee in intollerable paines, in a 
molt bitter life No queſtion. Thinke not therefore that 
thy good God, thy moſt ł ind and tender father, will re- 
compence thy faithfulnes, with ſending thee ſo far to ſu- 
ſtaine ſuch miſery-lt were impiety to think he willed it, 
ie is blaſphemy,cerrible blaſphemy to think he commãds 
it:for it 1s to condemne him of ynkindnes, for thou haſt 
ſhewed fetuent loue; of vntruth, for hee hath promiſed 
it ſhould go wel with the iuſt; of injuſtice, for godlineſſe 
ſhould haue the reward due onely to wickedneſſe. Vea he 
ſhould ſeeme contrary to himſelſe, to charge thee crue!ly 
comurther thy ſelſe. which hath — all to kill 
none, if he ſhould will thee to prouoke that bloody citie 
ſo. But the very thing it ſelf alſo argueth, God meant no- 
thing leſſe then to commit thee to ſuch danger, or that 
thou ſhouldſt do to the proud Niniuites 2. meſſage. 
For to what end ſhouldſt thou ſo cry againſt that Cirie? 
to make them flic,and ſo to free them from deſtruction: 
How ſhouldſt thou then not bee found a falſe Prophet, 
and Goda lier? What then: To bring themto repentance 
& then to ſpare them? ho ſhould not God ſo againe be 
found vntrue, & thou his lying meſſengert what Aene Te 
conuert them, and ſo to deſtroy them: what iuſtice were 
chat? and bow contrary to his promiſe to Salomon? 2. 
Sam. 7. 14. Therefore it is manifeft, God meant not thou 
ſhouldſt go and cry ſo againſt Niniuie, but ſignified that 
thou wert as good, ſor any good may be done here, to 
exclaime ſo like a ſrantike man againſt Niniuic, as to 
preach in Samaria any longer now. Men here are ſo hard 
ned that they contemne all, part ate ſo cloyed that they 
loath all, the beſt part little eſteeme all that is preached: 
oſ none is the word accounted pretious, of none reue- 
rently heard:and therefore thou ſhouldeſt for a time, to 
make the word pretious, and to ſharpen mens affections 
towards it, giue ouer preaching heere, and where thou 
| I : wilt 
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Counties, heare many range things, much delight thy 


| kindneile of Godgdefraud not thy ſelſe of the graunted 
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wilt refrcſhthy ſelſe « while, Now heete thou maieſt _ 
be idle: at Tarſhiſh thou maieſt be quiet: thou maicſt at 
Taiſhiſh that famous Citie, among the ſtrangers of many 


elf in the va jery oftheir maners, in the abundance of all 
things, with great pleaſure liue · No time ſo fit as this 
to ſee the wor lde. At lapho thou canſt not want ſhip- 
ping thicher. Seeme not to make {mall account of this 


ood, 
Thus Sathan is euer croſſing, tempting , enticing vs 
when wee are or ſhould be addreſſing out ſelues to doe 
the will of our God. So was Moiſes, Ieremy, Ezechiel, 
Nehemiah, Chriſt himſelfe tempted, being about moſſ 
notable workes. What ſaid our Sauiour to Peter? Sathan 
hath deſired to ſift and winnow you as wheate, Who 
are theſe whoſe perill ſathan ſo earneſtly deſirethꝰ Euen 
Peters, and lames, and lohns. No maruaile, for Chriſſ 
himſelfe, though acknowledged the Sonne of God, was 
molt fiercely aſſaulted of the tempter fortie daies, and 
then indeed was left, but it was one ly for a ſeaſon, Luke, 
4-13. Therefore neuer dreame of a truce with Sathan, 
whoſoeuer thou be, whatſocuer thou art about to doe. 
For the enemy, the enuious foe , the tempter, the falſe 
accuſer goeth about continually ſecking whom he may 
deuoure, Now his manner of tempting is, firſt and moſt 
yſually with flattering, ut yet very — with woſt ter- 
rible threatning. For whatſocucr we doe or feele, com 
mcth from one of theſe three ſpirits he ſpirit of ſathan, 
the Spirit of God, or our ſpirit. Now our owne ſpirit ei 
it ſelfe is alwaies occupied about worldly things, ſceking 
delights in pleaſures, not diſquiet by threats. The ſpin 
of God is gentle, louing, and mecke, not forcing, 20 
threatning. Therefore Chriſt ſaith, Ifany will follow me 
let him deny himſelſe and take vp his croſſe daily, xc 


And mark his ſpirit, he ſaith not, you ſhall follow me. bu 


you 


>” 
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you ſhall denie your (clues, and take vp your croſſe, but 
it any will follow me, let him deny himſelfe, and take vp 
his crofſe: Let him. The ſame is to be ſeene in the Canti- 
cles, where he ſaith: Open vnto me my ſiſter, my loue, 
my doue, my vndefiled. For mine head is full of deaw, 
and my lockes with the droppes of the night. For 
when (he opened not vnto him, making molt vnmeete 
excuſes,though he had moſt louingly praied, and liuely 
vrged het to open, and ſhe moſt ynkindly, moſt ynwor- 
chi'y had denied, yet he went his way mildly without 
anythrears. But the ſpirit of Sathan takes an other courſe: 
For when by lying and deceit he cannot allure to ſinne, 
he threatens moſt fear ſully wich ſinne, griefe, or loſſe of 
oods ſolitatines and want of pleaſure, and ſomtime by 
is minifters,impes of his owne likeneſſe, hee threatens 
{ dearh,and dcadly rorments,whatſocucr they may inflict 
ypon any. 

Chriſt ſaith ʒ If you will follow me. If you will: but 
he Caich, 1 will make y e follow me, and dee as I bid you, 
you ſhall haue fire and fagot, ſcaldinglead and burning 
pitc hʒif you will not follow mee, you ſhall, whether you 
will or no: we will make you doe as we command, Ach 
his eldeſt ſonne Antichriſt, vſurping authority ouer na- 
tions, ind inflicting torments on the Saints. His order of 
tempting is, firſt to make vs doubt of the word of God: 
whether ſuch and ſuch docttine be true, ſuch and ſuch an 
action bee commanded, ſuch and ſuch a promiſe , ſuch 
and ſuch a threatning be certain. Then ſecondly he falles 
to flat denying ofit, this doctrine, theſe promiſes, theſe 
threatnings are falſe, this thing is not commanded, this 
action is not condemned. And then comes he in with his 
contradiftion,contrary aſſertions, & countermands, For 
there is no commandement of God, but the diuell com- 
| mands the contraty, & he is euer gaineſaying that which 
God ſaith For our God ſaith vnto Adam if you cate of 
the forbidden fruit, you ſhall ſurely dic: the diuell came 
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and he told them, firſt it & not certaime you ſball die: then, 
Gen.3.4-5 you ſhall not die then thirdly, you ſhal be as gods, know. 
1 Pet 5.5. ing good from euill. God ſaith. ſubmit your ſelucs one to 
another in brotherly loue: the diuell ſaith, ficft, you 
neede not to abaſe your ſelues ſo much; ſecondly; you 
ſhould not yeelde to others: then thirdly, aduance your 
ſelues, and contemne others.God ſaith, Loue thy neigh- 
bour as thy ſelfe: the diuel ſaith, firſt loue little and our- 
wardly, then, loue none but thy ſelfe: then thurdly, hate 
thine enemies, enuie thy betters, difdaine thine cqualls, 
deſpiſe thine inferiouts. God faith, Labor for that foode 
chat perifheth not: the divell ſaith, firſt, care not much 
for it : then ſecondly, contemne it: then thirdly, ſtirre 
not an inchfor it. God ſaith, Forſake the world ; the 
Rom. 12.2. Diuell ſaith, firſt; neglect not the world ; then, loue 
1. lohn 3.18. | the world, then thirdly, giue oucr your ſelues vnto the 
world aboue all, follow the world with all the luſts 
thereof. 

Nov, the meanes whereby the diuell tempts, are ar- 
gumenrs fetcht, ſome from the wit and reaſon of man, 
or from the cuſtomes of the world: ſome from the holy 
Scriptures,cicher corrupted, or wrong applied: now in 
—— of the perſons, then in tegard of the thing 
it ſelfe, &c. In reſpect of the perſons to whom hee 
ſhould preach, and bimſclfe, Ionah is here tempted, and 
ſo thus reaſoneth with himſeife : I haue long preached 
vnto the lewes, which are the choſen people of God, & 
feeing they will not heate me, it is in vaine to preach yn- 
to theſe Gentiles, which neuer heard of God or godlines, 
and therefore will eſteeme my words the leſſe. 

Thus lonab is loath to loſe his labour, and puts ins 
doubt where he needes not, becauſe he conſidered not 
the great power of God in mens harts. The Niniuitc 
are heathen people, and therefore ( ſaich Jonah) why 
ſhould ] venture my ſelſe amongſt them ? For ſecing 


my owne countrymen kicke againſt my wordes, and 
can 


Ioh. 6. 17. 


= ———— _— —_— — 


* nn Mil. tn. 


—_—— 


| ſand,and cannot abi de the contrary to be ſpoken, 


T he rebellion of Tonah, 


cannot abide to heare the word which commeth from 
the Lord to reprooue ſinne, then how much more ſhall 1 
be deſpiſed by theſe, and perſecutedto death? Thus fleſh 
andblood ſtandeth ftaggering when it ſhould doe any 
good, miſdoubting troubles, iealous of his owne eaſe: but 
when it goeth about to doe any miſchieſe, it neuer conſi- 
dereth the danger, it weigheth not the following woꝛyet 
doing good, it is vncertaine whether all will not accor- 
ding, or euen aboue our hope ſuecee deʒit is more likelie 
we ſhould be kept ſafe: but doing euill, miſchiefe moſt 
certainely is procured, not danger onely, but loſſe of the 
beſt things commonly, peace of conſcience or ſpitituall 
graces, ot ſome bleſſings al way, or at leaſt not receit of 
thoſe things which mach would reioyce vs. For ſure this 
wat a ſore temptation, to bid a man (dein in reaſonable 
good eſtate touching his body and life) that hee ſhould 

oe and preach vnto a ſauage heathen people that neuer 
— of preaching, and that this doctrine; that there is 
but one one ly true God, to them who will ſerue a thou- 


fa Preacher were commanded to gee and preach at 
Rome gates, againſt Antichriſts iuriſdiction & the ido- 
latry that is ſo inordinately vſed in that Sinagogue of 
racleannes,ſceing that is 8 matter for which they tor- 
ment and kill all that preach it ſincerely: I feare it would 
hardly come to palle at all, that this preacher would go 
from a reaſonable quiet eſtate touching his body, to yen» 
ture his life — cruell tyrants : I feare hee would 
rather content himſelfe with his preſent eaſe, tben com- 
mit himſelfe to ſo likely miſerie. 

If I goe to preach vnto theſe infidels, ſaying. yet forty 
daies and Niniui e fhall be de ſtroyed, then (faith Jonab) 
ir may be, they will repent,& God wil haue mercy vpon | 
them, ſo I ſhall be counted a falſe Prophet for my labour. 
And thus we regard our credite mote then the glory of 
God, in the obedience of his will: andrather Tos wee 
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would teceiue any reproeh by your doings (in the ſight 
of the world,) we rather choole to enter into no great 
action touching the glory of God, and the good ot the 
Church. JnrefſpeR of the Iſraelites and himſelte: If 1 
leaue mine one people, and preach vnto the Gentiles 
(faith /onab) I ſhall bring ſhame vpon Iſrael before all 
people,becauſe a Prophet is gone from them for their 
obſtinacie, chooſing rather to preach vnto vncircumci-, 
ſed Gentiles then vnto them, as if there were more 

of the Gentiles thenofchem, So ſenab more feareth the 
childrens diſgrace then the Fathers diſhonour, and 
their deſpight, then his diſpleaſure. Sathan is too well 
acquainted with mans nature, and ſo more cartainelie 
knowes, then we wiſely conſider, that all Adams ſonnes 
are from labour eaſily brought to loiter: more williagly 
from feare and paine, to ſecuritie and pleaſure: there- 
fore ſeldome or neuer doth he in tempting omit this en- 
ticement; It will be for thy eaſe, for thy delight, for thy 
ſecuritie, Therefore he ſaith to /onab,not onely the way 
to Niniuie is long and dangerous, thy perſon and meſſage 
odious, therfote thy trauell muſtneeds bee tedious , th 
croubles greeuous,&c. but alſo thy paſſage to Terhiſl 
is eaſie, thy ſecurity there ſure, thy pleaſures many, t 
delight great. Vea, with this he aſſaulted Chriſt him- 
ſelſe, ſaying, when hee had ſhewed bim all the King. 
domes of che world, and the glory of them: All theſe will 
[ giue thee, &c. And doth hee not ſo alſo euermore 
perſwade vs, this googzthis gaine, this glory, this ples- 
ſure, ot this pre ferment ſhalt thou get, if thou thus and 
thus dealc?if if you will leaue the ſociety, the exerciſes, 
the protefſion, and the com pany of the children of 
God, and ſerue me, and worſhip mee: preferring your 
couetouſneſſe, your pride, your luſt, before the ſervice 
of God : not being ſcrupulous to ſweare for your 
gaine ſometime, nor to lie for your pleaſure , nor to co- 


ſen for riches : then you ſhall not onely be free from 
che | 


— 1 


| 
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che reproches wherewith profeſſors are onerwhelmed. 
and the contempt wherein they are had, and the manic 
heauy ſighes that they are forced to fetch, but you ſhal) 
alſo grow rich · ſoone, and ſo be well thought of, and had 
in eſtimation, and by your wealth live in coſe with al plea- 
ſure, procuring every thing your at hearts deſire. 

Thus Jonah, which way ſoeuer he loolce, is tempted 
on euery ſide: tempted to ſinne, but not conſtrained : 
vrged, but not compelled: for the diuell hath power to 
entice to ſinne mightily, but not to enforce violently. 
Loe then comforts againſt this croſſe. Our enemies 
power is in our Fathers hands : and our Sauiour pray- 
eth for vs being moſt glorious in heauen, as he on earth 
in humility prayed for his Apoſtles, that our faith faile 
vs not. Bebold then alſo encouragements to fight a 
gaioſt his affaults : yet ſee a greater God hath giuen vs: 
this priuiledge, this promiſe haue we: Reſiſt the Diuel, 
and he ſhall flie from you, Iam. . 7. God hath ginen no 
promiſe to the diuell, that if he perſwade hee ſhall pre- 
uaile, if he vrge, we ſhall yeelde : what a ſhame is it to 
vs, that Sathan is bolder in tempting, then we are in refi- 


ſting js he notꝰO that we could trucly ſay, wee ate as 
wiſe, as watchfull, as choughtfull co withftand Sathans 


aſſaults, as he is wilie, vigilant, and more then diligent to 
affaulr, 

"But whatdoth Jonah, thus as we haue heard by ſa- 
chan aſſaulted? reſiſts he as manfully as the Diuell hath 
ſet on him cunningly ? Alas no, Ianab is no ſooner diſ- 
ſvaded to goc to Niniuie, then he is perſwaded it were 


great folly: he is as ſoone reſolued as he is enticed to go 
to Tarſhiſh, thinking it a chiefe point of wiſedome to 
ſeek his owne eaſe, his owne pleaſure, kis owne ſweet de- 


light. One ſaid, God ſpake, and it was done. Sutely the di- 
vel alſo but ſpealces, and it is done, for he is ſuch an orator 
as no man can deny him. For who can gaineſay him that 
counſelleth as a ſpecial friend, yea as a moſt holy Angell? 
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For he would ſeeme to be not one ly ca eſull „ both to 
keepe v5 from danger, and the ſeare thereof, and to pro- 


full leſt men ſhould deſpiſe the word, and ſo their owne 
ſaluation:therforc he made not.onely Gehezi to take a 
bribe, Demas to embrace the world, ludas to betray his 
Maſter, and Caine to kill bis brother, but Rebecca al- 
ſo to perſwade lacob, and Jacob to be bold by lying to 
ſceke forthe bleiſing : yea the Father of the faithſull to 
commit folly with Hagar, as here /onab not to go to Ni- 
nivie, le ſt, forſooth, God ſhould not be true of his word: 


impoſſible, and he could not be righteous, vnleſle wee 
ſhew our ſelues impious. 

We haue ſcene ſome cauſes why ſathan aſſaulting vs, 
hee ſtraight ouercomes vs: would any ſce more: we haue 
bin taught his power, malice, watchfulnes, and wilines; 
we haue moſt fit and ſufficient armor miniſtred ynto ys: 
we haue a promiſe, that reſiſting him, we ſhall make him 
flie from vs. Therefore ſurely we forget our enemie, vr 
negleR the promiſe, or talce not to vs the whole armour 
of God. ſpecially we like not that armor-bcarer humili- 


But moreouer, we to our owne cettaine perill and paine 
¶ſo corrupt ate we) ioyne with our enemy, more rcadie 
to doe his will then Gods word. Hereof no doubt foo- 
liſh Balaam asked againe and againe, till God ſeeing him 
bent contrary to that he had bin commanded, left him 
vnto himſelfe : and ſo Balaam went on in ſinne ſo long, 
till the very Aſſe whereon he rode , was conſtrained to 
teproue him. But would you howſocuer Sathan tempts, 
not be turned by him out of the right way I he ſoeuet 
he fights,not to be foiled by him? would you haue him 
ſoone to forſake you, ſpeedily to flic from you, that 1, 
would you reſiſt him? for when wee begin yaliantly to 
fight, — ſorthwich he flies. Conſider how ſhamefull: 


rning 


cure vs all good: but alſo jealous of Gods bonour, feare-| 


28 if what to man ſeemeth ynlikely,that were with God | 


ty: ſubmit your ſelues to God, and then reſiſt the dwell, | 
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oy it is, being euery way encouraged to fight, to ſhew 
our ſelues moſt daſtardly cowards : how diſhonourable 
to out captaine Chriſt,to ye eld the victory to his deadly 
enemy: how dangerous for our ſelues, knowing he is a 
moſt cruell tytant, and moſt inexotable, that moſt glori- 
eth and ſpecially cakes pleaſure in putting vs to the moſt 


ouercome vs,will for euer continue vs in moſt intollera- 
ble torments. Tra, ſaieſt thou, theſe things conſidered 
would make vs couragiouſly to encounter with Sathan, 
and ſo ſoone to conquer him; but he comes often as-a 
friend, as an Angell of light: how ſhall I then deſcry him, 
that J may deſie him and make him to flic? 

How? here indeed is che hardnes: for he is a notable 
hypocrite, the father of hypoeriſie. But thou muſt fol- 
low che counſell of Chriſt, Reu. 3.18. Thou muſt anoint 
thine eies with the eye · ſalue, that thou maieſt. ſce. Thou 
muſt be fulfilled with the knowledge of Gods will in all 
wiſcdom & ſpirituall vnderſtanding, & moreouer watch 
and be ſober. And laſtly, conſider, firſt how thy ſpirit is 
affeed:for our owne ſpitit ( by nature euermore hard) 


but if it be moued by the ſpirit of Sathan is proud, boy- 
ſterous, and ſtout:then, Whether that which thou art in- 
deed mooued to be good or euill: if good, hat is, agreca- 
ble to Gods word, then acknowledge it comes from 
God, for all good motions are the worke of the ſpitit of 
God. how ſoeuer they ſceme to proceed of our ſelues. 
But if it be euill, that is, not agreeable with the word of 
God, then it is alwaies either a luſt of out corrupt na- 


to ſay when we are tempted to euil, this motion is of the 
duell, for euen our corruption came of his ſuggeſtion. 
kot the ſpirit of man is alwaics toſſed berweene theſe 
two contrary ſpirits,the ſpirit of God procuring our ſal- 


So 


— 


bitter paine that poſſibly be can, and therefore hauing 


ifit be moued by the ſpirit of God, is ſad, ſoſt, and ſſow: 


ture ot a ſuggeſtion of Sathan. Wherefore it is a ſure way 


lation, & the ſpuig of ſachan ſeeking our condemnation. | : 
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So that it any vill get che victory of Sathan , he may not 
be without the ſpirrual ſword, which is the word of God 
Epheſi. 6. 17. Yea, he mult haue the word of God 
dwell in him plenteouſſy, Col. 3. 17. and cry ſtill, Open 
mine eyes, O Lord, Pſalm. 119.18 Gwe me vnderſtan. 
ding, 34. and encline mine hart vnto thy teſtimonies, 36 
and beware that he ſabmut himſclfe ducly, and diligent. 
ly watch. 

Thus Jonah tempted, hath conſented to neglect his 
charge, and doth he forth · with repent ? No, he prepares 
himſelſe to his purpoſed iourney. But Ienab aroſe to fie 
vnte Turſpiſb. As Jonah was no ſooner tempred to goe to 
Tarſhiſh but he yeelded, ſo as ſoone as hee had yecldcd. 
forth-with be to go. So /onah made himſelfe a run-away, 
and ſhewed himſelfe a diſobedient ſeruant to his God. 
And in the meane while, Nin iuie ſet on the ſcore, and 
had no hoe with them in working wickednefle-: but ill 
filling the cuppe of all abominations, rannc downe to 
hell with as much force and ſpeede as they could. S0 
Ninĩuie is ſtill Niniuie, but Jonah is not like Jonah, for the 
Prophet is fly ing, and ſin is crying, and ſo al fallet to con 
fuſion. 
But lonah aroſe vp to flie vnto Turſbiſb, &&. 

Ienab flyeth vnto Tarſhiſh before he would goe to 
Ninivie; and euety one is like the ſonne which ſaid hee 
would not, before he went: and fo ſinne is borne firſt, 
as Eſau was borne before lacob. Therefore if euill may 
compare with goodnes in particular actions, in al man- 
kind cortupr,etull may fay he is the ancienter. But as 
ſoone as thou perceiueſt any cuill cogitation or motion 
in thy ſelfe, be thou wroth with it, nip it in the head, put 
it to death, and then the vncleane ſpirit that hath long 
bene ſtrong, and with delight dwelt in thee, will ſoone 
be weary of thy houſe, and tay as the euill ſpirit ſaid; 
— is no dwelling for vs, let vs goe to yonder heard o 

wine. . 


In 


The rebellion of 1onah. 


But Jonab aroſe vp toflie unto Tarſhiſp,cyc, 
Jonah was ſent to Niniuie, but he went toward Tar- 
ſhiſh, And ſo it is alwaies with vs, wee are euer doing 
that we ſhould not doe. For either we doe nothing, or 


that which we are not commaunded , or elſe otherwiſe 


then we ate commanded, Sometime molt rebelliouſly 
we do that which we know the Lord ſtraitly forbid- 


dech, And as /onab tooke Tarſhiſh for Niniuie, ſo we 


rake the diuell for an Angell, light for darkneſſe, &c. 
But Tonab roſe vp, c. They that ſhould preach at Nini- 
uie,are flying to Tarſhiſh , and though hee bee like a 
drone, yet doth hee, euen the Non-refident , keepe his 
benefice faſting,fealting himſelfe : but wilt thou keepe 
it till? go and preach at Niniuie as ye haue been doubly 
commanded, or for (ſhame leaue your priuledge and 
benefice ; but they ftand ſtaggering, aſhamed to keepe 
it, and loth to leaue it. For the ſweete motſels of Baals 
prieſts are pleaſant vnto them, that they cannot find 
in their hearts to leaue them, as long asthey are able to 
keep them. But no maruaile that /onabfled to Tarſhiſh, 
when he ſhould go to Niniuie. Fot this is a ſtumbling vo · 
cation amongſt men ea reiected by the children ot this 


uke for a painefull vocation, this is it; if for a thanłcleſſe 
vocation, this is itzif for a contemptible vocation, this it 
n: ſor re prouing, we ate reproued: bleſſing, we are cur- 
ſed:preach ing peace we make wat: proclaming liberty, 
ve are impriſoned;doe what we can, we are perſecuted: 
x ſot our worke worthy of loue, we receiue of the moſt, 


iffection. Hereof it hath come to paſſe that Moiſes and 
leremy called, excuſed themſelues; Ezckiel hauing re- 
ceived his charge, went in bitternes & indignation of his 
ſpirit, and ſeuen daics neglected his charge, as Jonah here 
doth his: and Moiſcs, Eliah, and leiemie, at length com- 
plained: & (which to tue belt men is the greateit grieſe/ 


it 


world which alway kick againſt it: ſo that if you would | 


hatred: of fe yea very few, not any more then a cold 
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1ightpreaching.For the Lord was not fo earneſt to ſtop 


the diuell is earneſt toſtop the way of curry /onah,leſt he 
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ic 15 as cafie almott to waſha blacke Moore white, as to | 
conuert a finver,becauſe Sathan is eucr croſſing men do- 
ing the will of God, but ſpecially bindring the courſe of 


the way of Balaam, leſt he ſhoutd commit wickednes,as 


fulfill righteouſnes, tharis, cry ageinſt Niniuie, longing, 

and ducly that is, wiſcly,and carncſtly labouting to con- 

uert Niniuie. | 

But Jonah roſe vp to ſlie unto T arſpiſh from the * 
of the Lord, & c. 

The righteous fall, and now no leſſe then a Prophet, 
yea ſuch a Prophet as was the figure of Chriſt. But who 
would haue thought that ſuch a Prophet fhould flic 
from the Lord , yea and that when he ſhould doe bim 
moſt ſeruice ? who counteth that no wickedneſſe now, 
that he euet thought and taught was rebellion, while he 
was among the wicked? A fearefull example: therefore 
let him that thinks he ſtandeth, take hee left hee: fall, 
for the way is ſlippery wherein we ate to walke. When 
thou rem<mbreft the fall ofthe Prophera, then confider 
that thou art much weaker then a F rophet, and therefore 
the caſier to be encountred and onerthrown,and the like- 
lier to haue a moſt greeuous fall, except the Lord doe 
mightily vphold thee, ſeeing ſuch a one cannot ſtand 
in the ſight of his ſo mortal enemy, but by him rece iueth 
ſo greeuous a fall. Secondly, ifthou ſee Jonabſſie, Moi. 
ſes murmure,Dauid fal to adultery, Salomon to Idolatry 
and Peter to forſweare his Maſter then maiſt thou learn 
not to truſt to thine own ſtrength, for it is weaknes; not 
to thine owne wiſedome, for it is ſinfull; but ſecke helpe 
and crave ſtrength at the hands of Almighty God, who 
giueth co eucry one that asketh indifferentiy, and hit- 
teth no man in the teeth; hic h doth not bruſe the bro- 
ken reede, nor quench the ſmoking flaxe, but doth t- 


ther eneteaſe our zeale then diminiſh ir, Thirdly, iudge 


th lia. Ah. th 
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wiſely of the fal of Ionab, not raſhly condemning bim for | 
his fault: for although Dauid 1oyned murther with adul- 
cery,yer he repented, and is the deere child of God. 
And be found a ſhip going to Tarſviſh, 
Ieuab was no ſooner come to Iapho, but he goes to the 
hauen, or meetes with Mariners, and preſently: vnder- 
ſtands of a ſhip, not going to Niniuie, but to Tarſhiſh, 
As ſoone as hee ſet forward to flie from God, Sathan 
Rraightwaies prepared a ſhip, ſo that temptation andoc- 
eaſion of ſinne doe al waies goc together, Shall adus lack 
money, or Ionab ſtay for a ſhip? No (faith Sathan) by che 
mouth of his miniſtersʒhere /udas,take thee money, and 
betray thy Maſter; and Jonah, here is a ſhip for thee: goe 
haſt thee away , and flie from the preſence of the Lord. 
For the diuell is alwaies a very ſeruiceable and pleaſant 
diuell co ſuch as flie from God: he can finda occaſion at 
ill times, and meanes, and inſtrumentz fir for that pur - 
poſe. If thou wilt flie from God, the diuel will lend thee 
both ſpurres and a horſe, yea a poſt-horſe, and that will 
carry you ſwiftly and luſtily away, vnto all vanitie and 
vngodly luſts. Therefore if any will aske what the di- 
vels occupation is, it is to tempt, to entice by all meanes, 
to prouok e to ſin, and then to prouide vs of the meanes 
to practiſe our purpoſe to commit ( and as Iams ſpea- 
keth) to bring torch ſinne. 
Aud be pajed ihe fare thereof. 

This mony was caſt into the Sea, it did him as little 
good, as if hee had vtterly loſt it: it had beene good for 
him if he had loſt it, for it did him much harme. There 
are many that will ſpend and waſte, they care not how 
much ypon cardeanddice , and vnlawfull games, this 
money alſo is caſt into the Sea, for it doth them much 
more harme then they know of, it doth them no good, 
it were good fot them they had not a penny to loſe, And 
ſo men care not what they pay for vanities & braueries, 
the moſt part of which is vnptofitable, & tather hurtfull 


then 
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then neceflary for them, but onely tor the yaine vſe of the 
preſent time, and for ſome yaine reſpect: this alſo is cali 
into the Sea, and bettet ſhould they be, if they had it not 
to lauiſh, and to their owne and many others hurt ſo to 
garniſh themſelues. Men care not what they pay for their 
vanities, ſo it doth pleaſe their mind for the preſet, with- 
out conſideration of the end and vſe thereof ; bur they 
will giue little or nothing to do good withall: fo that La- 
zZarus can get nothing, and Dauid can get no meat. Sha 
take my bread and my wine, and the fleſh which I haue 
prouided for my ſhearers, & giue them vnco one, whom 
know not, ſaith churliſh Nabal ? We can be content to 
jue any thing, or do any thing to win the world thereby 
— we will giue nothing not doc nothing, thereby to 
win the kingdom of God. 
We haue heard Ienab confeſſing that hee received : 
charge to goe to Niniuie , but hee aroſe and fled toward 
Tarſhiſh,and went Cowne to [apho, and found a ſhip, 
going to Tarſbiſh,and paid the fare thercof, and wen 
downe into it:heereafter we ſhall heate, that being en 
ered the ſhip, hee went to ſleepe, and ſlept ſoundly , and 
being wakened, hee conſeſſed not his ſinne, but ſuffered 
the Mariners to deuiſe to find out for whole cauſe they 
were jo troubled, and at length alſo the lots to bee caft 
never confeſſing it vntill he was enforced to it. VV ha. 
needed hec to rehearſe all this? had it not beenc enoug 
to haue ſaid, that he left his buſineſſe vndone, hee was 3 
| finner? No, for God would haue men to, know the 
; Rudbornnes and diſobedience of /onab, in that this thirg 
| was not done vpon the ſudden , bur ypon dcliberation, 
and in no ſhort time, but in ſome continuance , while 

he went from Samiaria to lapho: and thence was depar- 
ted, and had ſome while ſailed. In which ſpace hee had 
| leaſure enough to haue repented, but did not. /enab 
| confeſſed his ſinne, that hee ſhould not once haue lifined 


to ſathans aſſaults or reaſons of the fleſh, and when * 
ha 
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had liſtne d, he ſhould not haue liked them, and when he 
had liked them he ſhould not haue conſented to obey 
them, and when he had conſented he ſnould not haue put 
them in practiſeʒhe ſhould not haue fled toward Iapho; 
ind when he was come to lapho, he ſhould not — 

ne to the hauen and when he came to the hauen, hee 
None not haue paid the fate; and when hee had paid 
the fare, he ſnould not haue entred the ſhip, and hen he 
was entred the ſhippe, he ſhould not haue hoyſed vp 
the ſailes, and ſailed, and gone to ſleepe. But this he did, 
teaching that ſinne runnes on het les, as it were downe 
2 hill in all poſt-haſt , and neuer ſtaies till it ariue euen in 
hell, For Ionab thought becauſe he came ſafe to lapho, 
therefore he might g2e to the hauenz& becauſe he came 
well to the hauen, therefore he might pay the fate; and 
becauſe he paid the fate in — an” he might take 
ſhippingʒ and becauſe he entred the ſhip in ſafety, there. 
fore he might hoy ſe vp the ſailes to goe, and becauſe hee 
hoyſed vp the ſailes without danget, therefore he might 
go ſecurely to ſleepe, and ſafely to ſaile to Tarſhiſh, 

So ſinnes follow one another like linkes of a chayne, 
till the tempeſt ot deſtruRion breake it in ſunder. So 
faith the fotlorne ſinner, I haue ſworne , and God did 
not puniſh mee, therefore I will ſteale: I haue ſtoln and 
God did not puniſh mee, thereſore I will kill . I haue 
killed and God did not puniſh me, then why may I not 
doe what I liſt? I may do this as wel as I haue done other 
things heeretofore. But if lonah had conſidered 
with himſelfe that God is the Lord, who is all-ſecing & 
almighty , from whom nothing can be concealed, hee 
would never haue token his journey to lapho, or when 
be came to lapho, bee would not haue paiedthe fare, or 


| when he had paied the fate, hee would not haue entred 


the ſhip, or when he was gone into the ſhip, he would 
not haue hoiſt the ſailes , but rather would haue leapt 
out from that ſhip that ſhould carry him from his God, 


. — 
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Catrywiig im nom his duty: but he forgets him ſelle chin« 5 
king the creatures can hide him from the Creator, which 
is an abſui d rhing tothinke, ſeeing nothing can bee hid 
from bim: neither would any, I y, adde drunkenneſſe 
to thirſt, or heape ſinne vpon ſinne, or ſuffer an euill 
thought to tal e place in him, if they conſider that the 
juſt [chouah be held them in all their very thoughts. All, 
thoſe that pity Ienabh, let them pity themſelues; for if 
weconfider our owne eftate,wee haue as many , and as 
ſoule finnes in vs, as there were in Jonah, yea in Niniuit 
{onah conleſſed hit ſinne, that wemight confeſſe. He 
confeſſed it freely, he conſeſſed it fully, that hee knew | 
maſters will, but not onely did it not, but alſo took ant 
ther courſe quite contrary to that which hee was 
manded: and that not in purpoſe onely, but in deede 
ſoznot for an houre, but a long time; not in ſtruglin 
his weaknes,burin a > ton. =. careleſneſſe, « 
in triving toover.maſter his conſcience, accuſing l 
for his wickednes. And wherefore hath he writren iff 
but to admoniſh ys narrewly to looke to our ſeluet 
and manfully to fight that we may ſtand where 
he fell and when we haue fallen, as freely 
and fully to confeſſe it to God al 
waies, and to man alſo, when 
wiſedome com- 
maunds, 
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